ot 


I 'FORD behind the Core Ne in St. 


TWO 


Chronological Diſſertations. 


Magnus ab integro Sec lorum naſcitur drag: : 
Jam nova Progenies Cœlo demittitur alto, 
Cara Dei Soboles. | Ving. Eclog. 4. 


And after threeſcore and two Weeks ſhall 
Maſſab be cut off, Dan. „ 
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| La Reverend Father in God, 


1 Biſhop of ich 


My Loans oy 


FL NS BO UT two Years age, 
Wl | N 2 hearing of the many 
| unmerciful Cenſures 

pronounced againſt 

the poſthumous Chro- 
nology of Sir Iſaac Newton, I was 
moved with Compaſſion, to ſee the 

Memory of that ſublime and dar- 

ing Genius, after a long Reign and 

allow d Superiority in moſt of the 


| Sciences, laid as low as his Body 


271 the Duft, and treated without 


V „ com- 


'E 


, 
_ 


„ 


. 


DEDICATION. 


common Decency on the Account 
of ſome Errors, from which ng 
Mortal is exempt, and to which 
the very ableſ} Maſters of Chrono- 
lgy we have, are often ſubjeft. 


For as the Nature of that Study 


lies in collecting, from all Sorts of 


Writers, occaſional Teſtimonies 
and Hints, commenly ſhort and 
obſcure, ſometimes inconſiſtent, and 
by fifting and comparing all 
theſe together, extratting Light 
enough to aſcertain the Dates of 
the moſt remote Antiquity, that 
is preſerved upon Record : If in 
the Collection any material Arti- 
cle is omitted, any Flaw paſt un- 
obſerved in the Examination, or 


any weighty Gircumſtance diſre- 


garded in comparing them ; it 


will be good Luck if the Deter- 
mination be net erroneous, in 
which Caſe they that reviſe. it, 
have a Right to conteſt and re- 

verſe 


——— CE TP i * 
* | 


DEDICATION. 

verſe it. But he that has ſpent 
any Time in theſe Inquiries, will 
naturally have contrafted ſome 
Indulgence for Failures, where it 
is ſo very difficult for the acuteſ} 
Man to avoid them; that old 
Sturmius of Altorf, whil// he was 
compoſing a ſhort Inſtitution of 
Chronology, broke out into this 
Declaration, That it was the 
« moſt difficult intricate, uncer- 
ce tain, and tedious of all the 


« Sciences that are called Ma- 


te thematical.” With theſe Con- 
federations I was led to thank 
that Great Man, who in the De- 
Cline of Life, and when his Sun 
was getting, would yet throw me 
out ſuch a Light upon all the an- 
tient Hiſtory of tbe World, as is 
not to be had from three of the 
moſt learned Men of the laſt Ape, 
Scaliger, Petavius, and Uther. 
And when I met with any Slips 

A 3 in 
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in him, I imputed. "them not to 


him, but to his. Age, as well as 
the . vaſ. Extenfroeneſs and Per- 
plexity of the Subject; or ſuppoſed 
them. to have been forgot in the 
Warmth of his Zeal to demolifþ 
Idolatry, aud to reduce all the 
gentile Antiquities, that might 


ſeem to combat Scripture. 


He has found it more eaſy to 
lower the Pretenfions of the An- 
tients, than to conquer the Pre- 
judlices of the Moderns. Many 
of his Opinions, that are in Truth 
well founded, paſs for Dreams, 


and in particular his Arguments 


or ſettling the Time of Seſoſtris, 


which. the Greeks never knew, 
have been anſwered with Scur- 


rility. Yet becauſe that Point, 


being once eftabliſhed, forms the 


\ firſt Connexion of Prophane Hiſfto- 


ry with that of Scripture, and 
. at once all the antient 
— 


PEDICAT | ON. 
Epochs of he Greeks in their 


Proportions lower. by /ome Centu- 
ries, than Was 5 forms erly imagined; 
F* beg" 'y our. . Lordſhip's, Leave, to 
lay . here the Evidences 
that have convinced me e the. 
Truth of . his Cercle on, becauſe 
55 has not any where. collected all 
them. 

1. That Bs,” —_ Bacchus 
were the ſame, was generally 
| agreed by the Greeks and Eg yp- 

tians, an 1s therefore out of 
Queſtion Bo And that the great 
Actions related 77 eloſtris are 
true 0 Seſac, an, the Difference 
between them is only nominal, 15 


* by Joſephus 4 


--— 


. 


a4 2. Oſi- 


"A Herddbr, lib. 2. c. 425 Diodor. Sic. 
Irb. 1. A. Hb. 4, c. 1. Pf 06. 
Iſide & e Geck P- 350, 362. b Antiq. 
lib. 8, cr. 5 8 
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2. Oſiris and Seſoſtris were 
both Egyptian Kings, who con- 
quer d Ethiopia: And yet there 


never was but one Egyptian King, 


that was Maſter of Ethiopia ©. 
3. Both were Egyptian Kings, 

that with a moſt prodigious Army 

and Fleet invaded, and ſubdued 


all Afia Northward as far as 


Tanais, and Eaſtward as far as 
the Indian Ocean. 

4. Both ſet up Pillars in all 
their Conqueſts, ſignifying what 
Sort of Reſiſtance the Inhabitants 
had made : Paleſtine, in particu- 
lar, appears to have made little 
or none to them *, 4 
5. Both. 

© 2 Chron. ch. 12, ver. 2. Herodot. lib. 
$.. 6 110. Diodor. lib. 1, p. 10, 11,: &. 35. 
4 2 Chron. 12, 2. Herodot. lib. 2. c. 102. 
Diodor. Sic. p. 12,--35. Manetho ap. Jo- 
ſeph. cont. Ap. lib. 1. Joſ. Antiq. lib. 8. 
cap. 10. Nonnus Dionyl. lib. 47. ver. 624. 


Herodot. Diodor. as before. Dionyſ. Perieg. 
ver. 623, & 1152. Apollodor, lib. 3. p. 162. 


| DEDICATION. 


5. Both. paſt} over the Hel- 
leſpont into Europe, met witzdb 
ſtrong Oppoſtt: tion in Thrace, and 


were there in great Hazard Y : 


bf ng their Army. 

6. Both 5 5 the them in 
their Expeditions a great Num- 
ber of Foſter-Brotbers, who had 
been all born on the ſame Day, 
* bred up with them *. 

. Both built or exceedingly 
embelliſÞ d Thebes in upper Egypt. 

8. Both changed the Face of 
all Egypt, and from an open 
Country, made it impracticable 

for Cavalry, by cutting naviga- 
ble Canals from the Nile to all 
the Cities. 
9. Both were in the 40 
Danger by the Conſpiracy of a 
Brother. 
10. Both made triumphant En- 
tries in Chariots, of which Oſiris's 
ts 


Diodor. p. g5,--143 


DEDICA ION. 
7s poeticully Pepreſented 70 be, 
drawn by Tigers, Seſdftris's F Fife - 
torically aid 20 be drawn 2 5 
captive Ning. 
. Both relbnell abut 28, & 
30 Years * TP 
12. BotB ud but” one Succeſor 
of _m—_— own BYobd *. *© 
Bacchus, or Oftis, Was Z wo 
| Genevirioy before 15. Trojan 
War Seſöſtris Wers #700 Reigns 
before it- 3 Again, Sefac's In- 
Da ſion of Judea, in An. P. J. 3743, 
was about 260 Tears before the 
Invaſi on of Egypt in His Sues. 
ceſſor Sethon's Lite © „ Senna- 
cherib : - And 2 ror Se ſoftris 70 
Sethon inclufroely there are 10 
Reip ns atcordin "0" Herodotus, 
12, If 26. Years be allo to 
a ' Reign, make — 260 Tears. 


jy 4 2 Int. N I\\ I hi I. 

8 * 0 SELL - ; R et 4% BY XJ \ 172 
Plutarch. de 1. "& Ofir, ir. 5 336, 1157 

h Herodot. lib. 2. cap. LIT, 144. 5 Cepha- 


lion in Euſeb. Chronie. P. Fo 
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In or diflanit toes © aud Coun- 
tries it is not poſſible that any 
King, with many Mames, can be 
more clearly demonſtrated to be 
one and the ſame Penſon, than 
all theſs'C itcum ſtances: and Att;- 
ons together do prove, that Ofiris 
and Bacchus, Seſoſtris and Sefac, 
are but Jo many Appellations, of 
the ſame Man. Which being 
eftabliſhed, ir will evidently. ale 
low that the Argonautie 'Expedi 
tion, the Def Hon * "of Troy, 
the Revolution". in Peloponneſus 
made by. the Heraclide, &. were 
in, or very near, the Times in 
which Sir Iſaac has ran ge them. 
By proſetuting d te Ex- 
ami nation o \that V ork of his 
thro all its Parts, and Want of 
more uſeful Employment, I have 
been gradually. drawn _ farth er 
| into Chronology," and at length 
1 70 * the Solution of the two 
| great 


DEDICATION. 
great Queſtibns, fo often treated 

the moſt eminent Writers in 
all the Apes of Chriſtianity from 
the firſt, but not yet decided, 
viz, In what Year Chriſt was 
born; and, In what Year he ſuf- 
fered. In which Inquiry, if 1 
ſhould be judged at laſt to have 
only purſued and graſped at a 
Shadow, not found the Truth, as 
to me it ſeems; I ſhould fail no 
worſe than many of the higheſf 
Fame for Parts and Penetra- 
tion, and yet, in the mean Time, 
1 ſhall have ſhared with them 
in the Pleaſure of the Chace. 
The Reſult of thoſe Speculations 
I preſent to your Lordſhip, to 
whom the Fruits of my Studies 
are due on many other Accounts, 
as well as for the kind Care you 
once took in directing them; and 
beg your Lordſhip (as no Man 
living is more able) will inſtruct 
">> oe 


DEDICATION: 
and correct me now, with the 
fame I ntulgence as formerly, if 
you find me miſtaken in any of 
| the Concluſions, * the Courſe 
of my Searches has brought me 
zo. form againſi the current Opi- 
nions of the Learned. World. I 
have advanced none without 
Reaſons, that were to me cogent, 
and defire no Protection for em, 
if they are not ſound. 
4rd J hope: no Man, whoſe 
| Zeal has not devoured, all» his 
Underſtanding, will be offended 
with a critical Examination, even 
of the Sacred Hiſtorians, © when 
they appear in ſome Circumſtan- 
ces inconfiſtent* with one another, 
or with themſelves. © The Credit of 
their Veracity and Fidelity can 
never be ſhaken, nor will Chriſti- 
anity at all ſuffer by the ſever oft 
| Serutiny. On-the contrary, as it 
7s * Man's —_ and Intereſt 
170 


DEDICATION. 
to promote true Religion to the 
bel of his Power, fo in thefe little 
Eſſays it has been my Intention 
and Deſire not to impeach but to 
advance it, if fuch trifling Pieces 
as theſe can be of any Service to 

that great Purpoſe. I am, 


Your Lordſhip's Moſt Faithful, 
And Moſt Obedient Servant, 


London, Aug. 24. 
1732. 


Nic. Many. 


Firſt Diſſertation. 


HE Prophecy of Jacob in Gen. 
xlix. 10, explained Page 4 
That it did not promiſe an independent 


Sovereignty in the Poſterity of Ju- 
dah 


But the Continuance of their Civil Conf. 
tution under the Sanhedrin 9 
That this remained after Chriſt's Time, 


tho impaired 3 13 
Even la tbe War of Veſpaſian ib. 


Inſtances of the Exerciſe * their * 
dielion 


The Marks in the Gof el 0 the Time 0 
Chriſt's Birth . 1 


That he 4vas born: in tbe Reign of Herod 


be Great ib. 
That Herod aas no Alien, but a natural 
4 ew 23 


In 


@ONTENTS. 
Tn what Year his Reign began Page 29 
In what Year he died 2 
The Birth of Chriſt much above 3 Months 

before Hiro s Death 40 
Proved from the Holy Family's going to 
Nazareth after the Purification, and 
Return to Bethlehem before the Coming 
of the Magi 41 
And from Herod's flaughtering Infants 


two Years old 
Tradition, that Chriſt remained two Years 


in Egypt, brings his Birth to An. P. J. 
e. 74 | 4.6 
Cota by whe 74 ax or Regiſtration in 
Quirinius's Time, then Governor of 
Syria with Saturninus ib. 
Tet this Regiſtration probably taken in 
Judea by Ficroa alone 
Differences between this Regiſtration, and 
another of Quirinius - 57 
That with this firſt Regiſtration was a 
General Swearing of the Jewiſh Na- 
tion 61 
That the Swearing was in An. U. C. 
747, and therefore the Regiſtration, 
and Birth of Chriſt too in that Year 62 
Proved from the Titles prefixed 10 Jo- ä 
ſephus's Books 
And from Varus's having ſucceeded 3 
ninus in U. C. 748 64 
This proved from a Medal of the An- 


tiochians | . 
Con- 


CONTENTS 


Confirmed from other Conſiderations, that 
the Birth of Cbri ift was not in the 
Winter - OS: 
| That it, was not earlier oh U. C. 747 
from the Angels Hymn 75 
That from Zacharias's Duty in the Tem- 
- ple, it might be either in the & pring 
or Autumn of U. C. 747 25 BE 
That a Speech of Herod's concurs with. 
Clemens Alex. 70 put it in * Spring 
, that Year 3 ib. 
Luke's Epoch of the rcth of Tiberius 
proved to be of itſelf no ſufficient De- 
termination of the Tear ol the Na- 


Froity 5 86 


CONTENTS & the Second 
_ Diſſertation. | 

H E Marks of. the Time of Chrifp s 

Death as from Scripture 

„ 

I. 7 hat by Daniel s Prophecy, he was to 


dye at 7» End of 483 Years from the 
Going forth of the Commandment to 


_ rebuild Jeruſalem 95 
Preliminaries required to the Explana- 


tion of the Prophecy "a 
| a 1. That 


CONTENTS. 
1. That the 70 Weeks are Weeks of 
- Years ib. 
2. That all the Weeks muſt be reckoned 
in a continued Series ib. 
3. That the Nears are equivalent to Ju- 

lian Years | e 
4. That the Events are not foretold in 

the Order of Time 114 
5. That the Commandment to Ezra begins 
_ the 70 Weeks, P L 4256 Ins. 
ConjeBtare on what t Herodigne founded 
their Opinion a 117 
That Ezra rebuilt, Nehemiah only re- 

pair'd the Walls of Jeruſalem 124. 
The 7 Weeks end in P. J. 4305 126 
The 5 Weeks (in which the Half-Week) 

in P. J. 4739, when the Maſiab was 
lo be cut off 128 
The One laſt Week in P. ]. 4746 130 
That the Death of Chriſt cannot be put 

at the End of the 70 Weeks 132 
That the 484d Year was to be the Time 


/ Chriſts publick Miniſiry 133. 
I, Six Cbaracters of the Time in Luke 
confidered _ I 34. 


And found to intimate, if rightly con- 
firued, the Year 1 the Paſſion, as be- 


fore | ib. 


III. That 


CONTENTS: 


II. That Chriſt being 30 Years old at 
bis Baptiſm, and preaching but one 
Year, muſt ee have ſuffer d 

P. J. 4739 145 

1. That Luke by characterixing only the 

2 Years of Chriſt's Birth, and of his 
Baptiſm, meant in the latter to in- 
clude his Death ' © I47 

2. That the Baptiſm being in Pilates 
Time could not be earlier than Jan. 


P. J. 4738, i. e. about 15 Months be- 


ore bis Death 149 
3. That he was ſent to preach the Ac- 
ceptable Year of God 15 1 
4. That the. oldeſt and moſt learned Wri-' 
ters ſay, it was but one I 
6. That Matthew, Mark, and Luke 
ſuppoſe but one Year 3 


6. That John tells but of 2 Paſſovers, 
and the Feaſts but of one Year 156 © 
That the 6th chap. of John ſhould pre- 
_ cede the 5th. ib. 
Which being done, his Hiſtory is regular, 
and with a ſmall Amendment com- 
prebends but one Year of Preaching 163 
7 his illuſtrated by a Chronological Synop- 
fs of "the Four Goſpels  _. 165 


IV. That Chriſt drove the Traders out of 
the Temple at the laſt Paſſover of his 
Life, and not before 179 


% 


20 | That 


CONTENTS 


That the Jews Reply, 46 Years has this 
Temple, &c. /ozws, that it was in P. ]. 
4739 e 183 

v. The modern Computation of the Jew- 
iſh Year, as applied in theſe Differ- 
tations, proved to be antient, from 
Galen ; 185 186 

From Jewiſh Rabbies cited by Scaliger, 

and allow'd by Petavius 188 

From Aben Ezra, as produced by Pe- 

- tavius ' ib. 

From Anatolius cited in Euſebius 189 

From its Correſpondence to the Dates of 

the Jewiſh Hiſtory © TSS 

That the Jews about Chriſt's Time did 

not begin their Months from the Sight 

the Moon, as many affirm 195 

Hence, that Chriſt's Death being on Fri- 
day, the Day of the Paſſover, muff 
have been Mar. 22. A“. 129 Tiberii, 
P. J. 4739 20 

That be died Mar. 22, atteſted by the 
_ Firſt Council at Cæſarea, and het it 
was in the 12th of Tiberius, by Ter- 

| tullian DG 

Corollary: That the Death of Chriſt be- 
ing in P. J. 4739, ſhews his Natronty 


to have been about P. J. 47 207 
q be Uſe that may be made of £ rs Inquiry | 


208 
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Rin of Cunis 1. 


= N the Time was come, 
- God ſent forth his 
WW, Son, fays the A- 
SYWRSZz poltle. For the 
Time, as well as the Place, the 
Tribe, the Family, and a Mul- 
ttücle“ of other Circumſtances 
of the Meſſiah's Nativity, had 
been from many Ages before ſigni- 
fied to ſome or other of the An- 
ceſtors of the Jews ; ſometimes in 
BB: * Pan ; 


2 Of the true Tear of 
plain Terms and lively Colours, 
that all might know, and the 
faithful 1 God be con- 
firmed: Sometimes thoſe Prophe- 
ſies were involved in obſcurer 
Phraſes and Figures, ſo as to 
fruſtrate the Curioſity of the 
acuteſt Searchers into Futurity, 
and were indeed Records of the 
Decrees of Heaven ſealed up 'till 
the appointed Time of Execu- 
tion ſhould diſcloſe them. Theſe 
were therefore not ſo much in- 
tended for the Information of 
the Men to whom they were 
delivered, whom we find ſome- 
times praying for an Explication ; 
but rather to ſerve as Teſtimonies 
of Providence to convince 1n due 
Time their numberleſs Deſcen- 
dents, and by them all the Na- 
tions of the Earth, to whom by 
means of their Commerce, of 
their Voyages, and even of their 
Captivities they ihould convey the 
| Know- 


the Birthof CHRIST. 3 
Knowledge of the One True 
Gor. For moſt of theſe Pre- 
dictions have had ſome ſuch ap- 
propriated Characters, ſuch pe- 
culiar Circumſtances annexed, that 
when accompliſhed, they Frog 
been fully explained by the 
Events, and might be known by 
ſuch as would conſider them with- 
out Prejudice to have been genuine 
Oracles of Him, who had preor- 
dained they ſhould come to pals. 

Two of theſe Propheſies have 
antiently been diſtinguiſhed by 
the Jews, as much as by the 
Chriſtians, viz. That of the old 
Patriarch Jacob upon his Death- 
Bed, which points out only the 
Age, in which Chriſt was to 
appear; and the Revelation of 
the 70 Weeks brought by the 
Angel to Daniel, which deter- 
mines the very Year when he 
ſhould be cut off. At preſent 
we will conſider only the former. 

B 22ö;' 


Tur Words of Jacob are, 
The Sceptre ſhall not depart from 


Judah, mor a Lawgiver from 


4 Of the true Tear 8 


between bis Feet, until Shiloh 


come, and unto him ſhall the Ga- 


thering of the "__ be, Gen. 
xlix. 10. 

Trar by SHiloß the Meſſiah 
is meant, has been agreed by the 
Jeus in general, as well as by 
the Chriſtians. And his Coming 
was his firſt Manifeſtation to the 


World by his Preaching and 


+ Miracles. 


By Judah, the Tribe or Poſ- 


terity of Judah in the primary 


Senſe muſt be underſtood, as they 
were in the laſt Days, according 
to Jacob's Words in ver. I. that 
is, in the Ages which follow'd the 


Babylonian Captivity. For then, 
lays Jgſephus, they firſt began to 


be called eus, and their Country 


then took the Name of Judæa. 


TRE 


the Birth e mier . 
TRE Sceptre in Fudah, and 


Laugiver from between his Feet, 
cannot ſignify the abſolute and 
independent Sovereignty of Fu- 
dab's Deſcendents, for no ſuch 
Sovereigns had they after the 
Captivity; nor on the other Side 
can it ſignify leſs, than the Civil 
Government and Adminiſtration 
of Juſtice in the Hands. of na- 
tural Jews. 5 
AD unto him ſhall 130 G3. 

thering of the People be, or literal- 
ly, as the ſagacious and learned 
Mede would have it render'd, 
and the Gathering of the Nations 
zo him, connecting it with the 
Part of the Sentence immediately 
preceding. So the Senſe will be, 
And till the Gentile World ſhall 
have been called to the Obedi- 
ence of the Meſſiah. What Chriſt 
himſelf on Earth again foretold 
ſhould be before the End, or the De- 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem and of the 


8B 4: Jewiſ 


6 Of the true Tear of 


'M Jewiſb State, Math, xxiv. ver. 14. 

ll and Paul, who ſuffer'd before 
| = that Deſolation, lived to ſee ac- 

| | compliſhed, as he tells the Ro- 

If | Mans, chap. Xx, Ver, 1. and the 
fl Coloſſiams, chap. 1. ver. 6,- 23. That 
| _ the Sound of the Goſpel was gone 
do the Ends of the World. 

1 Pu natural Paraphraſe there- 

i fore of the Propheſy will be this : 

| Ihe Tribe of Judah will never 

= | entirely loſe the Privilege of hav- 

Ri ing a Civil Government under 

0 their own natural Princes, and 
| | their own Laws, till after the 

I Coming of Chriſt, and after the 

Publiſhing of the Goſpel to all 

| | the Nations of the habitable Earth. 

Il Whereas the other ten Tribes were 

1 deprived beyond Recovery of their 

= National Conſtitution 721 Years 


before the Birth of Chriſt, when 
they were carried away into Cap- 

_ tivity by Salmanaſar the King of 
Aßhria, and were from that Time 
| ſunk 


the Birth f CRRIST. 7 
ſunk and loſt among the Fee 
Nations of the Eaſt. 

Tux Hiſtory of the Fews i is the 
beſt Comment on this Prediction; 
and that teaches us, that we muſt 
not expect to find it completed 
in the Sovereignty of the Nation 
with regard to Foreign Princes and 
States: But in the internal Con- 
ſtitution of their Government, and 
Execution of their Laws. For 
ſuch an independent Sovereignty. 
none of the Iſſue of Fudah ever 
enjoy'd, that we know of, during 
all their latter State after the Re- 
turn from Babylon to the ſecond 
Deſtruction of Feruſalem, for 
above 600 Years; but the Nation 
always paid Tribute to ſome ſu- 
perior Lord, excepting about 67 


Tears from tha Death of Antiochus 


Sidetes, which ſet Fohannes Hyr- 
canus out of Subjection, to = 
Competition between Myrcanus 
and Ariftobulus, which af 
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8 Of the true Year of © 

Pompey to beſiege and take Je- 
ruſalem in the Year P. J. 465 1. 
Nay it does not appear, that after 
the Captivity, ſo much as the 
Viceroys of Fudea by Commiſſion 
from the Kings of Per ſia, of 
Egypt, or of Syria, except Zeru- 
Zabel, were of the Tribe of Judah - 
Some were certainly Gentiles, as 
all the Roman Governors after- 
wards. The Kings of the Aſino- 
nean Family were of the Tribe 
of Levi; and Herod according 
to Enſebius and the vulgar Opi- 
nion was of no Tribe of 1/raet, 
but either a Syrian Proſelyte of 
Aſcalon, or an Idumean. But of 
him, more in another Place.” Now 
It 1s not enough to ſay, that all 
thoſe of the other Tribes, who 
returned from the Captivity in 
Company with that of Judah, 
were from that Time called Yes; 
or that thoſe, who deſcended from 
Proſelyte Anceſtors, were adopted 


Jeubs. 


* 


Jeus. For neither the Name of 
Fews, nor any ſuch Adoption will 
make any to be of the Seed of 
Fudah, who are not of his Seed. 
 Waurrs then ſhall we look 
for a Continuation of Law-Givers, 
or Civil Governors lineally de- 
ſcended from Fudah, down to 
the latter Days, and to the End 
of the Jewiſh State? In the great 
Sanhedrin eſtabliſhed at Feruſa- 

lem, in purſuance of the Com- 
mand of God, given in Dew. xvii. 
ver. 8, -13. Of which there were 
always two Preſidents, the High 

Prieſt, and the Judge, who after 
the Captivity was always to be, 
not of the Tribe of Fudah only, 
but of the Houſe of David too. 
When Mebuchadnezzar was be- 
ſieging Feruſalem, and the Royal 
Line of David in apparent Dan- 
ger of being utterly extinguiſhed, 
as it was to be eclipſed for a 
long Space, Jeremiah propheſies, 


chap. 


io Of the true Tear of © 
chap. xxxiii. David hall never 
want a Man to fit upon the T hrone 
of the Houſe of Iirael. Weither 
ſhall the Prieſts the Levites want 
a Man to offer Burnt-Offerings, &c. 
A Promiſe which is remember-d 
and repeated in many Parts of the 
Old Teftament, and particularly in 
the 89th P/al/m, ſuppoſed to be 
writ in the Time of the Captivity - 
after the Aſſyrian Conqueſt of 
Egypt. And the 7ewiſh Writers 
unanimouſly affirm that there was 
a conſtant Succeſſion of ſuch Lay- 
Preſidents of the great Sanhedrin, 
as long as the ſecond Temple 
ſtood. Their Chronicle called 
Cabbala, ſays, In Templo ſecundo 
hec fuit Conſuetudo, ut Rex e Fa- 
milis Haſmonæorum, & Servis 
eorum Filiis Herodis educeret ac 
reduceret Exercitum, Curaretque 
omnia que ad Regnum pertine- 
rent. Verum que ad Legem 
SpeFabant, Statuta ac Fudicia ad 
Os 


the Birtbof CHRIST. II 
Os Principis de Domo Davidis 
futre facta, & juxta Mandatum 
Pontificis & Synedrii. And Ze- 
mach David ſays the ſame. The 

ſupreme Authority even in the 
Time of the Aſmonæam Kings re- 
ſided in this Aſſembly, ſays the 
incomparable Grotius in his Com- 
ment on Math. v. ver. 22. He 
ſhall be in Danger of the Council: 
Where our Saviour intimates the 
Puniſhment commonly in his 
Time inflicted by the Sanhedrin, 
which was ſtoning. And as a 
Mark of that Power, a Regal 
Sceptre was always kept in the 
Court. before this Prince of Da- 
vid's Line, The Great Selden 
fays no leſs of their Prerogatives, 
in his Book De Synedriis, Lib. ii. 
cap. 10. Wibil omnino froe Jau- 
« peri: five furiſdictionis - emi- 
« nentifſmo huic Confiſtorio de- 
« erat. And Foſepbus gives ſig- 
nal Inſtances of their ſupreme 
Power : 


2 


12 Of the true Year of © 
Power: One of Herod himſelf, 
who was. ſummoned to take his 
Trial before them, tho' at that 
Time Tetrarch of . Galilee, and 
at the Head of ſome Troops. 
He brought them with him as 
his Guards, and ſtruck ſome Ter- 
ror in the Aſſembly with the Ap- 
pearance more of a General than 
a Criminal. Vet it is ſaid that 
Hyrcanus himſelf could. find no 
other Way to fave his Life, but 
by. ſecretly ſending him Advice 
to make his Eſcape. And .ano- 
ther Example out of Herod's own 
Commentaries, of that very Hyr- 
canus, the laſt of the . 6.008 
Race, who but few Years before 
had been Ethnarch, or Prince of 
the Jews, and High Prieſt: Him 
the great Sanhedrin arraign'd 
upon Herod's Accuſation (a falſe 
one, as Joſephus thought) for con- 
ſpiring againſt him, and con- 
demned to Death. In this man- 
ner 


the Birthof Cunisr. 13 
ner we find the Sceptre remaining 
with Judah, even according to 
the Letter, and à Law-Giver 

from between his Feet, at the firſt 
Coming of Chriſt. 

Tris ſupreme Authority con- 
tinued in the Sanhedrin to the 
Time of V eſpaſian's War with the 
Jews ; as appears from 7o oſephus 

in the Hiſtory of his own Life, 
where he tells us, they appointed 
him Governor of Galilee: Tho 
it was diminiſhed perhaps, and 
declining from after the Death 
of Chriſt, when that furious 
Spirit of Rebellion began to poſ- 
ſeſs the Nation. Nor was the 
Power of Life and Death taken 
from them by the Romans, when 
Archelaus was depoſed, and Fu- 
dea reduced to a Province, as 
many of the moſt learned of the 
laſt Age have ſuppoſed. Selden 
(1.11. cap. 15. calls it a manifeſt 
Error; tho the Talmud iſs are 
- - cated 


„% I Arn — 
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cited to confirm it, ſaying, That 
« the Juriſdiction of the San- 
« hedrin in capital Caſes was loſt, 
©« 40 Years before the Rum of 
cc Feruſalem.” For they, as he 
obſerves, do not aſſert it to have 
been ſuppreſs d by the Romans, 
but that the Sanhedrin, in Deteſta- 
tion of the frequent Aſſaſſinations 
and Robberies of that Time, quit- 
ted the only Place in Jeruſalem, 
called Gagitb, in which that Ju- 
dicature could lawfully be held, 
and fo forbore the Exerciſe of it 
for a Time, but did not abſolutely 
give up their Right of returning 
to it. Another Ground of be- 
lieving, that this Juriſdiction was 
ſuppreſs d then or before, is the 
Anſwer of the Sanhedrin them- 
ſelves to Pilate, It is not lawful 
for us to put any Man to Death. 
But if that Anſwer was literally 
true, why had they in their own 
Court ſentenced Chriſt to die for 
a 


i. / | 
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a Blaſphemer and falſe Prophet? 
The Truth ſeems to be, that fear- 
ing to execute him for a falſe 
Prophet, before a Multitude, that 
believed in him, they preſs Pilate 
to crucify him for Treaſon againſt 
Tiberius, in pretending to be a 
King. So when Pilate bids them 
try him themſelves by their own 
Law, their Anſwer may fignify, 
« Tt is not lawful for us, becauſe 
c it belongs to you, to puniſh for 
« Crimes againſt Cæſar. But it 
was falſe to ſay, they had then no 


Power by Law to put any Man 


to Death for any Sort of Crime. 
Fox, 1. Very few Years after 
they had given this Anſwer to 
Pilate, T hat it was not lawful 
for them to put any Man to Death, 
this ſame Sanhedrin, and probably 
enough with the ſame. Cazaphas 
for their Prefident, and certainly 
during Pilates Government, for- 
mally condemn d, and executed 
Stephen, 
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| Stephen, which Grotius treats as 
a Riot. But fo grave a Senate 


under Pilatès Inſpection was not 


likely to commit Riots, or to be 
ignorant of the Extent of their 


Powers; and the Proceeding a- 
gainſt him was with ſome Form 
of Law, tho' with little Juſtice. 

2. St. Paul ſays himſelf, that he 


had perſecuted the new Se& of 


Chriſtians to Death, by Commiſſion 
from the High Prieſt, A&s xxii. 
„ vero: 775 25 3% 
3. MANY Years after that, 


| Tertullus, being employ'd as Ora- 
tor in behalf of the Sanhedrin to 


Felix the Roman Governor, ſets 
forth their Complaint of the In- 
juſtice done them by Lyſias the 
Prefect of the Roman Cohort, 
which kept guard at the Temple, 
that when they had taken Paul, 

and would have judged him ac- 
cording to their Law, he had with 
great Violence, that is, illegally 
8 taken 


7 2 


the Binds Canine) 17. 


taken him out of their Hands. 
4. ArrER the Death of 5 
2800 before the Arrival of the new 
Governor Albinus, Ananus or An- 
nas being High Prieft (Son of the 
former Annas, and Brother-in-Law 
of Caiapbas before-mention'd) with 
the Sanhedrin proceeded capitally 
againſt James the Brother of our 
Lord, and ſeveral others, 70/ þh. 
Ant. lib. 20. b. 976. And tho it 
is there added, that ſome of the 

better Jeu, offended with thoſe 
Proceedings, perſuaded Albinus 
to reprimand Ananus for calling 
a Sanhedrin without his Know- 
ledge : Vet it is not ſaid, that he 
or the Sanhedrin had exceeded 
their Powers by inflicting a capi- 

tal Puniſhment. 
Tazss ſeem to be ſuffici- 
ent Evidences of the Juriſdiction 


claimed and publickly exerciſed 


by the Sanhedrin in capital Caſes, 


even after our Saviour's Time. 
C And 
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And we may add the Teſtimony 
of Foſephus, Ant. lib. 20. p. 980. 
That ſome of the High Prieſts, 
even under the arbitrary Reigns 
of Herod and his Son Archelaus, 
adminiſter'd the publick Affairs. 
But that from that Time forwards, 
the Form of Government of the 
Zewiſh Nation was always an 
Ariftocracy, of which the High 
Prieſt for the Time being, was 
the Preſident: As it had been 
antiently their Conſtitution for 
430 Years after the Captivity, 
till the Aſmoncan Kings, and 
after them Herod, oppreſs d it, 
Ant. lib. 11. p. 558. Here Selden 
has juſtly remarked, that Foſephus 
being himſelf a Prieſt mentions on- 
ly the High Prieſt, as Preſident and 
takes no Notice of the Lay-Gover- 
nor of the Line of David, who in 
all Probability continued to the 
laſt, (as may be collected from the 
ſtrict Enquiry made after all of 
by that 
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that Family by V eſpafian, and 
again by Domitian, (as it is a4 
by Euſebius, Hit. Eccl. lib. 
and by Hegeſippus and babe 
with greater Dignity and Au- 
thority under the Roman Gover- 
nors, than they commonly en- 
joy d under their own Kings. 
For the Roman Governors were 
not impoſed on the ew, as a 
conquer d People, which many 
have imagined; but ſent to them 
by Auguſtus Cæſar, purſuant to 
their own Defire and Petition; 
inſtead of their Kings, from whoſe 
Tyranny they beg'd, after Herod's 
Death, to vl deliver'd, and to be 
redived into the Form of a Pro- 
vince, with their old Conſtitution 
and Laws: See Fof. Ant. lib. 17. 
b. 852, - 860. 
 Mxs81au therefore came, and 
the Gentiles were gathering to 
him before, but (as the Propheſy 


ſeems to intimate) not long before, 
Ea all | 
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all Law-Givers from between the 
Feet of Judah were entirely de- 
parted and loſt from the Tribe of 

that Name. For at his Coming 
in his Kingdom with Power, 
within the Time of many who 
had ſeen him in the Fleſh, he 
wrought that total Diſſolution of 
the Jewiſh State ſignified by Ja- 
cob above 1700 Years before; 
when the Sceptre and Law-Giver 
were abſolutely taken from Ju- 
dah, tho' the People was not ex- 
tin, but ſcatter'd into all Coun- 
tries of the World, and in all 
Countries continue to this Day 
unmix'd with the native Inhabi- 
tants: Who ſeem to be perpe- 
tuated in a Manner unparallell'd, 
in order to be a ſtanding Record 
and Evidence of God's Govern- 
ment of the World, of the Com- 
pletion of this Oracle utter'd by 
their dying Patriarch, and of the 
Truth of that Religion which 
they hate. IN 
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In this laſt Age of the Jewiſb 
State was Meſſiah born: But the 
true Year of his Birth is not fo 
eaſily fixed, two of the Evange- 
liſts not having thought fit to 
mention it at all, but beginning 
the Hiſtory of Chriſt from his 
Baptiſm. And the two others, 
St. Matthew and St. Luke, have 
not profeſſedly declared the Time, 
but have occaſionally only left 
us theſe Traces of it. 
I. THAT Chriſt was Born in 
the Reign of Herod the King, 


commonly called Herod the Great, 


and not very long before his Death. 
2. THar he was born during 
the Time of a general Regiſtra- 
tion or Polling of the - Jews, or- 
der d by Auguſtus Cæſar, which 
in our Tranſlation is called a Tax. 
3. Thar this general Re- 
giſtring was the firſt of thoſe that 
were taken under the Adminiſtra- 
tion of Cyrenius, or, in the Ro- 
7 C2 man 
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man Way of writing that Name, 
Quirinius. Which Tertullian 
afirms to have been done by 
Sentins Saturninus, the Ordinary 
Governor of Syria at that Time. 
4. Taru there was a general 
Peace on Earth, when Chriſt was 
born. F 
s. THAT he was conceiv d in 
the Sixth Month after John: the 
Baptiſt, 'and born, conſequently, 
about 15 or 16 Months after 
the Viſion of Zacharias, which 
appear'd 'to him officiating in 
the Courſe of Abia. | 
6. Tnar Chriſt was Noa irav 
Tgjanole' AEN in or before the 
15th Year. of Tiberiuss Reign. 
From all which Characters of the 
Time we infer, that the Birth of 
Chriſt was moſt probably in the 
Spring of the Year of Rome 747. 
Per. Jul. 4707. An. Fulian. 39. 
above fix Years before the com- 
mon Account, 7% 6, # 
| | r 
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1. Oo Saviour being born in 
the Reign of Herod the King, 
commonly called the Great, all 
who have treated of the Times 
of Chriſt, have found it neceſſary 
to enter far into the Hiſtory of 
Herod. Of whom Euſebius in 
his Eccleſiaſtical Hi ſtory, lib. x. 
c. 6. has got a traditional Story, 
that he was the Grandſon of ano- © 
ther Herod, a beggarly Sacriſtan 
of Apollos Temple at Aſcalon, 
whoſe Son. Antipater being car- 
ried off by ſome Idumezan Rob- 
bers, the Father was too poor to 
_ redeem him, and ſo left him to 
be bred in the [dumezan Religion, 
which was the Few, and that 
this was the Father of our Herod. 
With this improbable, ill-grounded 
Tale, Euſebirus would make Herod 
an Alien, with a View to prove 
that the Sceptre then departed 
from Fudah, when 1t came into 
his Hands even before the Com- 
C 4 ing 
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ing of Chriſt, and unaccountably 


1 thereby to demoliſh his 
own Syſtem, without perceiving 
it, and contradicts the Propheſy, 
which he would eſtabliſh. And 
Epiphanius, Auguſtin, Photius, 


and too many of the Moderns 


have follow'd his Authority. But 


Euſebius himſelf is too diſtant 


from the Time of Herod to be 


regarded, in Compariſon of Ni- 


colaus Damaſcenus, Strabs, and 


Joſephus. Let us examine what 


they tell of Herod. Joſepbus in- 


deed (lib. 14. p 683.) ſays that 


Autipater (not Herod, as Euſebius 


calls him) the Grandfather, and 
another Antipaten the Father of 
Hered were Idumæans, and that 


Micolaus Damaſcenus, to gratify 


5 Herod, drew his Pedigree from 
the firſt Jews that returned from 


the Babylonian Captivity. But on 


the 1 4 Side it ſhould be confi- 
der'd, hg Nicolaus was in the 


great- 
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_ greateſt Reputation for Learning 

and Abilities of that Age, in very 
high Eſteem with Auguſtus him- 
elt as well as Privy Councellor 
and Confident of Herod, ſo that 
he could not but know the true 
Original of Herod's Family; and 
as he outliv'd Herod, it is not ſo 
probable, that he would flatter 

him after Death with a falſe Ge- 
nealogy, which many Fews of 
that Time could and 614 con- 
fute; as that Jgſephus himſelf be- 
ing of the Royal Aſmonæan Race, 
which Herod deſtroy d without 
Mercy, might be leſs willing to 
do Juſtice to the Memory of a 
Man, who when living did Juſtice 
to no body; and beſides that, as 
he writ his Hiſtory at Rome, at 
the Diſtance of almoſt 100 Years 


from Herod's Time, might pro- 


bably enough want the proper 
Records to aſcertain his Deſcent. 


* Joſe 
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2. Joſephus tells us (lib. 14. 
þ. 68 3.) that Antipater the Grand- 
father of Herod was by Alexander 
Fanneus farſt ſent, and afterwards 
by his Queen Alexandra con- 
| tinued Goverpor of the Idumæans, 
>, who had then lately been con- 
 querd and compelled into Ju- 
| daiſm. If Antipater were him- 
ſelf an Idumæan, as it is aſſerted, 
is it likely that a wiſe Prince 
would have truſted him with the 
Conduct of his own Nation groan- 
ing under ſuch a Treatment ? 
But it is not unreaſonable to ſup- 
IF pole that the Family might be 
| called Iaumeans from their long 
f I Stay in that Country, as T. Pom- 
bpPonius, Ciceros Friend got the 
| Name of Aliticus, and other Ro- 
mans of Gallus, Afer, &c. 
2195 Herod is repreſented by 
Joſephus (lib. 15. p. 75 3, 778. 
in his publick Harangues to the 
Jeu, as ſpeaking of his own 
| An- 
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Anceſtors among thoſe who re- 
ceivd the Law at Mount Sinai, 
and who were Builders of the 
ſecond Temple. An Act of fool- 
iſh and uſeleſs Impudence, if the 
Hearers had known him to be 
the Son of a Proſelyte. 

4. Tur Herodians mention'd 

in the Goſpel, are by moſt of the 

Learned underſtood to be ſuch 

as took Herod for the Meſſiah. 

But none would ever have taken- 
him for the Meſſiah, who did not 
think him to be of 2 7 Ex- 

traction. | 

5. Strabo, Contemporary both 
with Herod and with Herod's Sons, 
calls him {7i6. 16. Pp. 765.) Amp 
EmTrywgj©', that is, a Native of 
Fudea. 

6. ArTER Herod's Death, « one 
that pretended to be his Son Alex- 
 anider, was on that Account pom 
pouſly receiv'd, ſerved, and ſup- 
ported by the Fews of Melos, of 

Crete, 
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Crete, and of Italy, which would 
never have eg if the Family 
of Herod had not been "opted 
originally Fewiſh. 

IN a fierce Conteſt between 
the Sy rian and the Jewiſh In- 
e of Cægarea ( Joſeph. Ant. 
lib. 20. p. 973.) the eus claim'd 
the Superiority upon this Argu- 
ment, that Herod the Founder of 
that City was of Fewiſh Race: 
The Syrians allow'd the Allega- 
tion to be true, tho' they denied 
the Conſequence. But would 
they have granted ſo much, if 
they had known Euſebiuss Story, 
that his Deſcent was from a Sy- 
rian of Ajcalon ? From all theſe 
Things it is plain that Herod was, 
in his own Time, generally 
thought to be deſcended from 
the primitive Zews, and therefore 
it is not to be doubted but NE 
was ſo. 


IN 
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Ix order to fix the Time of 
Herod's Death, before which 
Chriſt was born, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to ſettle! the Beginning of 


his Reign, of which Joſephus gives 


us two Dates; one when he was 
declar'd King by the Roman Se- 
nate, the other when his Com- 
petitor Antigonus was taken, and 
put to Death by Antony: Of 
theſe, Joſephus himſelf more com- 
monly follows the latter. 
ABouT the former Epoch, 
when Herod was declard King, 
there 1s no Diſpute. In the Year 
Per. Ful. 4674, and 714 of 
Rome, Before Chriſt 40. the Par- 
thians under their Prince Pacorus, 
invited by Antigonus, invaded 
Syria and Judea, and got Hyr- 
canus and Phaſael Herod's eldeſt 
Brother into their Hands. He- 
rod upon this Intelligence, the 
Week after Pentecoſt retired from 


N and fought his Way 


ro 
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to Maſſada, a ſtrong Caſtle of 
Fudea, where he, depoſited his 
Friends, and his Treaſure with a 
good Garriſon. It was quickly 
after beſieged. He haſten d to 
Egypt, and ' embarked without 
Delay in bad Weather for Rhodes, 
there ſtaid to fit out a Ship for 
Italy, at laſt arriving at Rome at 
the End of about three Months 
after he left Feru/alem, he found 
there Auguſtus and Antony re- 
conciled after a ſhort War, which 
begun about the Middle of Fuly, 
and ended in September, and re- 
preſenting the State of Judea to 
them, he was in 7 Days ſent 
back King of it. Returning, he 
rais d the Siege of Maſſada, faced 
Feruſalem with his Army, but 
being abandon'd by the Roman 
Troops, was obliged to ſend his 
own into Winter-Quarters, yet 
ſoon after ſubdued the Robbers 
of Galilee. 


THE 
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TRE Year following Per. J. 
4675. Before Chriſt 39. Ventidius 
having routed and killed Pacorus 
on the 8th of June (Ovid. Fast. 
lib. 6. v. 465. Dio, lib. 49.) the 
Day of Craſſuss Defeat, beſieged 
Samoſata. Antony went thither 
in July, diſcharged Ventidius, 
and was there viſited by Herod, 
who returning with a Reinforce- 
ment to Fudea, would have be- 
ſieged Feruſalem, but was hinder d 
by the ſevere Winter. ( Jeſ. Ant. 
R 
WIUEN the Seaſon grew milder, 
about the End of January of 
P. 7. 4676. Bef. Chr. 38. Herod 
with Sofus begun the Siege of 
Jeruſalem, and took it in the 3d 
Month of the Year Siwan, on a 
Faſt-Day / g. Antiq. lib. 14. 
p. 737.) and therefore 23d of 
Siwan, and 3d of June, the Day 
on which Pompey took it in 
P. J. 4651. Bef. Ch. 63. With 
je. 
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Feruſalem Antigonus was taken, 
and not long after put to an 
ignominious Death at Antioch by 


Antony, perhaps about September. 


Dio ſays, this was done Claudio 
& Morbano  Cofſ. that is P. J. 


4676. U. C. 716, and rightly, as 


appears from the Courſe of the 
Narration. For Joſephus himſelf, 
who puts it in the Vear following 
4677, C. C. 717. yet plainly has 


no more than two Winters that 


paſt between the Senate's Decla- 


ration of Herod, and Antigonus 8 
Death. And therefore tho Jo/ephus 


ſays all this happen'd in the third 


Year of Herod from that Decla- 
ration: Yet that muſt be under- 


ſtood, as that Paſſage of Sueto- 


nius in Tiberio, when he ſays of 
the two adopted Sons of Auguſtus, 
Caio ac Lucio intra triennium 
defunttis, of which Lucius died 
in Feb. 75 5, Caius in Auguſt, 
757, that is, in the third Year 
after 


* 


. 
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after the Roman Account, reckon- 
ing 75s, for the Firſt, tho' the 
real Interval of Time between 
their Deaths was not above 18' 
Months, as Suetonius himſelf ex- 
preſſes it, in Auguſto, chap. 65. 
And that Jeſephus himſelf on 
other Occaſions, places the Death 
of Antigonus in this Year P. J. 
4676, U. C. 716, appears, 

1. FROM Antiq. l. 15. p. 752. 
where he reckons the Vear of the 
Battle of Actium, which was in 
September, U. C. 723, to be the 
7th of Herod's Reign. 1 
2. IN that the Famine, which 
happen d in Judea, and the 
neighbouring Countries U. C. 
729, and which was reliev'd by 
the Kindneſs of Petronius Goyer- 
nor of Egypt, (who had ſucceeded 
Gallus there but in 728,) is com- 
puted, Iib. 15, p. 769, to be in 

the * of Herod's Reign. 


D 3. Tu 
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3. Thar whereas Auguſtus 
vifired Syria, P. J. 4694, U. C. 
7 34, as appears from Dia, lib. 543 
according to Jgſæphus, Antig. 
lib. 15, P. 775777, it was in 
the 18th Year of Herod's Reign. 
Take 18 from 734, remains 
716. 
4. TAT Herod 's Death in 
March, L. C. 750, P. J. 4710, 
is ſaid Ant. lib. 17, p. 848, to 
have been 34 Years from the 
Death of Antigonus. Deduct 
them from 750, there will again 
remain 716. | 

5. Thar the Deſtruction. of 
Teruſalem by Titus, which is 
known to have been executed 
Per. J. 4783, C. C. 823, A. D. 
70, is in Joſepbuss Calculation 
107 Vears from the Beginning of 
Herod's Reign. His Reign then, 
muſt have begun, as is aforeſaid, 
P. J. 4676, U. C. 716. 


Now 


No that Herod died in Per. 
Jul. 4710, LU. C. 750, may be 
proved from many other Com- 
putations of Foſephus. 

1. BB Aus he is ſaid, as be- 
Got both in the Books of Antig. 
and De Bello fud. to have reign'd 
34 Years after the Death of An- 
tigonus, which was proved to 
have been U. C. 716; therefore 

the 34th Year Current muſt be 

L. C. 750. Nor is it to be re- 
garded, that Fo oſephus at the ſame 
Time gives him. 37 Years of 
Reign, from the Time of his be- 
ing appointed King by the Roman 
Senate, which were not 36 com- 
pleat. 

2. Bxecauss Arcbelaus the 
Son of Herod, who in P. F. 4719, 
J. C. 759, was depos'd by Au- 
guſtus for his Tyranny, and Ba- 
niſhd to Vienne in Daupbiné, 
was then reckon d to have reign'd 


9 Years compleat after his Fa- 
D 2 thers 
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ther's Deceaſe, and Part of his 


1oth Dio, lib. 5 5, p. 649, vo oeph. 
Ant. lib. 18, p. 865). For Jgſe- 


hus in his own Life tells us, 
that his Father Matthias was born 
in the roth Year of Archelaus's 

Reign. If then the 10th of Ar- 
cCbelaus was begun in 759, the 
Death of Herod his Father could 
not be later than the Year of 2 
q5% 

. Bxcauss the Cenſus of 
Duirinius, taken quickly after the 
Deprivation of Archelaus juſt 
mentioned, is by Foſephus, ¶ Ant. 
lib. 18, +. 872) related to have 


been Seed in Syria and u- 


dea in the 37th Year from the 
Battle of Adtium. That Battle 
was fought September 2d, U. C. 
723; the Cenſus then muſt be 
in the latter Part of U. C. 759, 
or the Beginning of 760, which 


Was before proved to be the Ioth | 


en the Death of — 
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at Bxcauss Philip the Te- 
ark of Tturea and Trachonitis, 
one of  Herod's Sons, and once 
the Husband of Herodias, is ſaid, 
(Antig. lib. 18, þ. 882,) to 1855 
enjoy 4 his Tee in Peace, 
and with the Affection of his 
Subjects for 37 Vears, when he 
died in the 20th of the Reign 
of Tiberius. Now the 20th of 
Tiberius was U. C. 785, from 
which the Reign of Philip being 
deducted, leaves the Death 7 
Herod in U. C. 750. 
5. BECAUSsE Herod Antipas 
the Tetrarch of Galilee and Pe- 
ræa, another Son of Herod the 
Great, the ſecond but unlawful 
ee of Herodias, who be- 
headed John the Baptiſt, and in- 
ſulted Chriſt on the Day of his 
Paſſion, when he was condemned 
at Baiæ by Caligula to forfeit his 
Government, and baniſh'd to Lyon 


ee I 8, P. 8980 
123 appears 
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appears from a Medal of M. Ri- 
gerd, quoted by F. Tillemont, 
Vel.:1, p. 707, to have been at 
that Time in the 43d Year of his 
Reign. That Condemnation was, 
at the lateſt, U.C. 792. Deduct 42 
compleat Years, there remain 750 
for the Year of Herod's Death. 
6. BRCAUskE an Eclipſe of the 
Moon is mentioned b Tee bus 
(Ant. lib. 175 Bk ave 
happen'd in the Night "Jas 
the laſt Sickneſs of Herod, when 
it was. known to be incurable, 
and there was a Report of his 
Death, which indeed came to paſs 
not lang after that Eclipſe, and 
not long before the Paſſover. 
Now ſuch an Eclipſe is found by 
Kepler to have been of 6 Digits | 
on the 13th of March at 3 in 
the Morning, in the Year Per. 
Jul. 4710, C. C. 750. Whereas in 
the two following Years, 75 1, and 
752, there Was, according to Kep- 
lers 
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lers Calculation, no Eclipſe of the 
Moon before the Paſſover. And, 
as far as may be collected from 
the Series of Joſephus's Relation 
there, Herod probably dy'd at 
Jericho about 9 or 10 Days after 
that Eclipſe, and about 3 Weeks 
before the Paſſover, (which fell 
that Year on the roth of April,) 
that is, about the 21ſt of March 
P. J. 4510, U. C. 750. 
T nz Year of the Death of He- 
rod being clearly ſettled, the next 
queſtion is, How long before it our 
Saviour was born? The moſt 
learned Men of the laſt Age have, 
for the moſt Part, choſen to aſſign 
his Birth to the 25th. of De- 
cember in the Year P. J. 4709, 
L. C. 749, juſt 4 Years before 
the common Account, and but 
3 Months before Herod's Death, 
in order to differ the leaſt that 
is poſſible from St. Luke, who 
makes Chriſt to be about 30 
"" 0 «6 Years 
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| Years old in the 15th of Tiberius. 


But Dates and Facts will not give 
Way to accommodate Syſtems. 
And either the Hiſtory of Chriſt's 
Infancy in St. Lube muſt be 
judged inconſiſtent with that in 
St. Matthew, or if both may be 
reconciled, as indeed they may, 
they will prove the Neceſſity of 
placing the Birth of Chriſt, much 
more than three Months before 
the Death of Herod. © 
Ir is not to be doubted, but 
that the Coming of the Magi 
was after the Purification of the 
Virgin Mary, and the Preſenting 
of the Infant Jeſus in the Tem- 


ple. For at that Time the aged 


Himeon, and Anna, by Inſpiration 


publiſhed him to be the promiſed 


Meſſiah zo all them that looked 


for Redemption in Jeruſalem. And 


uf the Magi had before that Pre- 
ſentation alarmed the Jealouſy of 


. Herod, by enquiring for the new- 
| born 
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born King of the Fews, he could 
have deſired no better, than ſuch 
a Diſcovery of the Child, as Si- 
meon and Anna made. So fay » 
Origen, Ammonius, Euſebius, &c. 
F. Tillemont Vol. 1. p. 45 2, Mem. 
Eccleſiaſt. 4%. And it may be 
preſumed upon the ſame Reaſon, 
their Coming was not ſoon after 
that Preſentation. Beſides that 
St. Luke tells us, that as ſoon as 
his Parents had performed all 
Things according to the Law, 
they returned to Magaret, their 
uſual Dwelling-Place. But the 
Family muſt have been again re- 
moved from Magaret to Beth- 
lchem, before the Magi came to 
Teruſalem. For it was to Beth- 
lehem that the Magi Went to 
ſeek out the young Meſſiah, there 

they paid their Adoration, and 
made their Offerings: And from 
Bethlehem, within two Nights at 
moſt, after the Receiving of that 
Ho- 
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Homage, 7o/eph with the Mother 
and the Child fled away to Egypt. 
Now there is no Reaſon to ſup- 
poſe, that they all made the Jour- 
ney from Bethlehem to Magarer 
in Calilee, being about 100 
Miles, and that on Foot, as ma 
well be imagined, only with De- 
ſign to return immediately back 
to Bethlehem. And even it they 
had done fo, and the Magi had 
arrived quickly after: The Time 
muſt then be, at leaſt, the very End 
of February, not a Month before 
Herod s Death, when he was at Fe- 
richo, ſo worn with the inteſtine 
Torments of his horrible Diſeaſe, 
and a Mind as much ulcerated 
as his Bowels, that he was not 
able to ſtand, as Joſephus has I 
deſcribed his Caſe, (Ant. lib. 17, 
Pp. 845% nor in a Condition to 4 
make any one believe, that he in- ; 
tended to go in Perſon, and 
worſhip the young Jeſus. We 


may 
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may then fafely conclude, that 
if Chriſt was born on the 25th 
of December, it muſt be not 3 
Months, but full 15 Months be- 
fore Herod's Death, and conſe- 
quently not later than the Year | 

| Per. ful 4708, U. C. 748. 
And that he was at leaſt one 
Year old, if not more, when the 
Magi arriv'd, feems to be ſtrongly 
confirmed from Herod's Proceed- 
ing in that ſavage Maſſacre of 
the Infants of Berhlebem. For, 
firſt, he enquires of the Magi the 
exact Time, when the Star firſt 
appear'd, which notified from 
Heaven the new-born Meffiah, 
and might be fo explained to 
them by fome Revelation; and 
from them learns the Age of 
Cbriſt by the Time of the Star's 
Appearance. Then finding him- 
felf diſappointed of farther In- 
formation about the Perſon, and 
the Place, by the ſecret and 
n f ſud- 
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ſudden Departure of the Magi, 
he ordered a general Slaughter of 
all Children at and about Betb- 
lebem, that were 2 Years old or 


under that Age; extending, pro- 
bably, the miſerable Havock, both 


for the Space and the Age, beyond 


any Thing that was told him. 
And as he took in all the Bor- 
ders and Neighbourhood of Berb- 
lebem into the Carnage, tho' 
Betblebem only had been named 
for - Chriſt's Birth : So, when the 
Star and Chriſt himſelf had not 


been ſeen in the World, perhaps, 


above one Year; he put to the 
Sword younger within a Year 


older or younger, in order to make 


fure of the Child, he fear'd. This 


ſeems to have been Herod's Rea- 


ſoning on this Occaſion, if Rea- 
ſoning may be ſuppoſed with ſo 


much Fury and Barbarity. For 


tho his Cruelty was unbounded, 
where his Crown was concerned ; 
yet 
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yet no Jealouſy of State could 
make him doubt but that an Infant 
of 2 Months (as Chriſt was, if 
born in the Year 749,) would be 
eaſily diſtinguiſh'd by any Exe- 
cutioner, from one of 2 Years. 

SINE Herod then, purſuant 
to the Age of the Child, which 
the Magi had given him, flew 
all under 2 Years, it ſeems na- 
tural to infer, that Chriſt's Age 
might at that Time be under two 
Years, but not leſs than one, and 
therefore he was not born later 
than the Year P. J. 4708, U. C. 
748, if that Slaughter was in 
. 4709, U. C. 749. 
Bor it has been an old Tra- 
dition, tho' whence derived, un- 
known, that the Infant Fe * re- 
mained in Egypt: two Years: . 
Epiphanius believed it, and the 
Fews have alledged it as from 
one of our Goſpels, {Munſter not. 
in Math. c. 2.) and it is conſiſtent 

enough 
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enough with St. Matthew's Nar- 
ration, tho not expreſs d there. 
If he was two Years in Egypt, 
the Maſſacre of the Innocents, and 
his Flight into Egypt muſt have 
been one Year ſooner, in P. J. 
4708, C. C. 748; for he was re- 
called from thence upon the No- 
tice of Herod's Death, and re- 
turned undoubtedly the ſame 
Year, that is, P. J. 4710, U. C. 
750: From whence it will follow, | 
that his Birth was in P. J. 4707, u 

L. C. 747, and at his Return 
from Egypt, he was about three | 
Vears old. N 
AND to the Year P. T. 4707, 
J. C. 747, belongs that Circum- 
ſtance mentioned by St. Luke, | 
ch. ii, ver. 1, 2, that the Nativity | 
of our Saviour was in the Time 3 

of a General Aneyeztn> or Regi- 
ſtration, commanded by. Auguſtus 
Cæœſar over all the Roman Empire, | 
and the firſt that was executed | 
in 
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in Syria under the Adminiſtration 
of Cyrenius, or, as the Romans 
writ his Name, Ryirinius. Juſtin 
Martyr, who. in all. Appearance- 
writ not full 80 Years after St. 
Luke, in his Apology addreſs d 
to Antoninus Pius in the Begin- 
ning of his Reign (which, as he 
intimates in his Dialogue with 
Trypho the Jew, was actually 
preſented. to that Emperer) quotes 
this Paſlage of St, Lule, and re- 
fers the Emperor for his farther 
Satisfaction to the Rolls of _— 
Regiſtration, as being ſtill 
ſerved in Nome. But Tiles 
a more knowing Writer, in his 
Book againſt Marcion (lib. 4. c. 7.) 
who ee the Incarnation, and 
rejected the two firſt Chapters of 
St. Luke's Goſpel, confirms indeed, 
that the Rolls of that Regiſtration 
were then in the Raman Archives; 
but, cap. 19, attributes to the 
Time of Saturninuss Government 
of 
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of Syria, what St. Luke, and 


from him Juſtin Martyr had re- 
| lated as done under Q#71rins. 
His Words are, Sed & Cenſus 
conſtat actos ſub Auguſto tunc in 
Judza per Sentium Saturninum, 


apud quos Genus ejus inquirere 


potuiſſent. This apparent Diffe- 


rence about the Governor of 


Syria, is not hard to be recon- 
ciled, becauſe both might be Go- 
vernors of Syria at the ſame 
Time, with Commiſſions of a dif- 


ferent Nature. The larger Pro- 
vinces under the Cz/ars had uſu- 
ally two Governors at a Time, 
one a Senator, if not a Conſular 
Man, Commander of the military 
Forces with the Title of Proconſul 
or Propretor; the other of in- 
ferior Rank, Superintendent of the 


Revenues, with the Title of Pro- 


curator Cæſharis, but not inferior 


in Power, as having often the 
Secret of the Court. Foſephus 
calls 
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calls them both equally Hy, 
and Erigardvreg, and the poor Bri- 
tons, in Tacitus ſtile them their two 


Kings, e quibus Legatus in San- 


guinem, Procurator in Bona ſæ- 


viret, And it was not uncom- 


mon both under the Republick, 


and the Emperors, in Caſe of a 


War, of a Cenſus, or other ex- 
traordinary Exigency, to add ano- 
ther Proconſul either equal, or 
even ſometimes ſuperior to the 


ordinary one, whenever there was 


not an entire Confidence in his 
Capacity or his Fidelity. Q. Me- 
tellus Pius, who had been Conſul, 
was Proconſul in Spain, when 
Pompey, who was not yet a Se- 
nator, was ſent with equal Power 
to his, againſt Sertorius. Cicero 
in his roth Philippic propoſes to 
the Senate, that Q. Cæpio might 
be made Proconſul of Ma 


with Q. Hortenſius, who was al- 


ready ſuch: And in his 11th 
E Philip- 
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Philippic, that C. Caſſius might 
have a ſuperior Authority to the 
Proconſul of any Province, that 


he ſhould have Occaſion to enter. 
Umidius Quadratus was the or- 
dinary Governor of $yria, in the 
Beginning of Wero's Reign, when 
Corbulo was ſent with the ſame 
Commiſſion, upon Expectation of 


a War with the Parthians, and 


took away Half the Roman Army 
for that Service, Tac. Annal. 13, 
8. And 8 Years afterwards, Gor- 
' buls had again that command in 


Syria, while Cincius or Ceſtius 
was the ordinary Governor. More 


Examples might be added ; but 
thole who allow that ſometimes 
two co-ordinate Governors of a 
Province were appointed 1n Caſe 
of a War, affirm it to have never 
been practiſed upon any other 
Occaſion whatſoever, in peaceable 
Provinces, ſuch as Syria was in 
Saturninus s Time. To this Ob- 

| jection 
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jection it may be replied, that, 
even if there be not in the pre- 
ſent Remains of the Roman 
Hiſtory, any Inſtance of an ad- 
ditional Commiſſioner of a Pro- 
vince, created for levying a Cen- 


fas, it could not be ſafely con- 


cluded, that no ſuch Thing had 


ever been. It is rather probable, 


that in Auguſiuss Reign, it was 
executed moſtly by an extraor-. 
dinary Officer of the firſt Rank 
ſent on Purpoſe, being then a 
new Act of Authority, and un- 
known in the Provinces, tho' uſed 
at Rome, and in itſelf ſo oppreſ- 
ſive, tedious, and vexatious an In- 
quiſition, that it often occaſioned 
Inſurrections. (See the ſeveral Ar- 
ticles of it in Digeſt. 50. Tit. 1 5 
De Cenfibus.) For Auguſtus him- 


| ſelf, who undertook that Work 


at Rome three Times, and once 


alone in the Year U. C. 746, 


could ſcarce go thro' with it in 
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Traly, (ſays Dio Caſſius, lib. 55.) 
for Fear of Tumults. f 
Bur Inſtances may be found 
of ſuch extraordinary Commiſſi- 
oners : Gaul had been conquer'd 
40 Years, before Druſus the Son 
of Livia introduced a Cenſus 
there, yet Druſus never was the 
ordinary Governor of Gaul. (See 
Claudius Speech in Gruter's In- 
ſcriplions, p. 50 2.) Nor was his 
Son Germanicus, then the adop- 
ted Son of Tiberius, the ordi- 
nary Governor of Gaul, but Ge- 
neral in Germany, when he 
took another Cenſus there. (Tacir. 
t. 2, 6,) Nar three 
other Commiſſioners ſent by Vero 
An. U. C. 814, to take the Cenſus 
in the ſame Province, ¶ Tacit. Ann. 
14, 46.) It is therefore not to 
be doubted, but that an extraor- 
dinary Governor of a Province 
Fas often made not only for a 
War, but for a Cenſus too; that 
this 
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this Cyreniusor Quirinius was fuch 
a Governor, ſent to take that firſt 
Cenſus of Syria, during which 
_ Chriſt was ihe whilſt Saturni- 
nus was the ordinary Governor 


of Syria; for ſo Joſephus con 
ſents his; Antiq. lib. 17: And 


that he ſucceeded Titius i in that 


Province, and was ſucceeded by 
Varus, who continued there till 
after the Death of Herod. Ter- 


tullian, therefore, whilſt he was 


defending againſt Marcion this 


very Part of St. Luke's Goſpel, 
which names Quirinivs for Go- 
vernor in the Time of the firſt 
Cenſus, could not have intended 
to contradict, but to illuſtrate 
St. Luke by mentioning Satur- 
ninus, and to point out by him 
the Time when Quirinius was 
firſt employ d in Syria. It may 


not be i improper to obſerve, that 


St. Luke ſays not, that this firſt 


Oey was taken by Quirinius, 
E 3: but 
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but whilſt Quirinius was Go- 


vernor, &c. And when Tertullian 
ſays, it was taken in Judea, per 
. Saturninum, it muſt not 
ſigniſy that it was done by him 
perſonally, but thro his Procure- 
ment. For that neither of them 


executed it in Judea, is evident, 


1. Brcauss, as the accurate 


Cardinal WMVoris _— (17 


Cenot. Piſan, P. 308,) a Cenſus 


was exacted no where but in Ro- 


nam Provinces, never in a ſocial 
Kingdom, as Judea then was 
under Herod the Great. 


2. From the regiſtring every 
Man in the original Seat of his 


Family, (Luke n, ver. 4.) a Thing 


of no uſe to Anat s Views, | 
nor required by the Romans in 
any other Country, nor likely to 
be regarded by _ but a Few. 


And, 
3. BEecauss by PTA fol- 


lowing their Genealogies, they 
quitted 


the Birth of Cinidr 55 


quitted the Place of their Poſſeſ- 
ſions; whereas the Roman Rule 
Was, 2% Agrum in alid Civitate 
habet, in ed Civitate profiteri de- 
bet in gud Ager eft. Digeſt. 50, 
Tit. 15. It was therefore no Ro- 
Kapur took that firſt. Cenſus 
of Fudea, when Chriſt was born, 


85 King Herod himſelf, who had 


a Power and Commiſion from 


Auguſtus to be perpetual Procu- 
rator of the Province of H ria. 
Fofeph. Antiq. lib. 1 5, P. 775. 

Foſephus, indeed, makes no 
mention of this RQuirinius about 
this Time, nor till many Years 


after, when Archelaws the Son of | 


Herod for his Tyranny was de- 
poſed by Auguſtus, and baniſhed 
to Vienne in Gaul. Upon that 

Occaſion, in the Beginning of the 


18th Book of his Antiquities he 


tells us, that Judea was from that 
Time reduced into the Form of 
2 Roman Province, as Part of 

4 Syria 
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Syria; and Quirinius, a Man of 
9 Activity, Addreſs, and 
Reſolution, who by his Abilities, 
and Services pane Mini ſteri is, 
ſays Tacitus, Annal. 3, 48, ) had 
nd the Eſteem of Auguſtus, 
and the higheſt Dignities, was 
ſent to ie a new Conſtitution 
of the Government of Judea, to 
ſell the forfeited Eſtate of Arche- 
laus, and to exact a new Cer ſus 
of Syria, including Fudea. - 
as is laid, being the firſt 8 
of Quirinius in Fo oſephus, and 
that too taking a Cenſus, in Fu- 
dea, has given Occaſion to ſome 
to confound this latter Cenſus of 
Feſephus with the other of St. 
Luke, as if they were the ſame. 
But St. Luke, tho' in Acis ch. v, 
ver. 37, he introduces Gamaliel 
talking of the Days of the 
Areyegdi, or Cenſus, as if there 
had been but one Cenſus i in their 
Country : Yet i in the Goſpel ch. 


11, | 
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ii, ver. 2, by ſaying, this fir rſt : 
Taxing (or rather Regiſtration,) 
he plainly intimates that there 
was more than one. And there 
are many Things in which wey 
differed : 

1. In Time. That by St. Luke 
called the f, was in Herod's 
Reign; the other, in which Judas 
of Galilee preached the People in- 

: to Rebellion, is related by Foſe- 

; phus after the Baniſhment of Arebe- 

5 laus, Herod's Son, and Succeſſor. 

1 2. IN the Extent. The firſt Cen- 

fus in Herod's Reign was univer- 

ſal, over all the World, in the 

Language of that Age, that is, 

over all the Roman Empire; - the 

ſecond was particular, confined 
to Syria, and Fudea, which was 
then made a Part of Syria. 

3. THEY differ d in the End 
and Deſign. The firſt Cenſus 
was taken, in order to know the 
true State of the whole Empire; 


and 
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and out of the Memorials and 
Rolls of the Cenſus ſent then 
fram the Governors of the ſeveral 
Provinces, Auguſtus was enabled 
to form his Book, called Brevia- 
rium Imperii, in which, (ſays 
Tacitus Annal. 1, 11. Opes pub- 


lice continebantur, quantum Civi- 


um Sociorumque in Armis ; quot 


Claſſes, Regna, Provincie, Tributa, 
aut Vectigalia, & Weceſſitares, 
ac Legiones : All writ in his own 
Hand. The ſecond was only in 
order to fill the Exchequer. 


4th DIFFERENOCE was, that 


in the firſt Cenſus the Jeus were 


only polled or number'd, and re- 
giſter d, with their Ages: Which 


appears from the Obligation all 
had to reſort to the proper Place 
of their Tribe and F amily; which 
brought Foſeph and the Virgin 


Mary to Bethlehem : A Device 
probably of Herod's own, and ac- 
commodated to the Jews uſual 
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Care of Ranging all by their 
Tribes: Whereas a. Valuation of 


their Eſtates would have required 


every Man's Preſence at his Poſ- 
ſeſſions: In the ſecond they were 
not only polled, and regiſter d, 


but an 1 Inquiſition made 


into their Eſtates, as well as thoſe 
of their neighbouring Syrians. 
And therefore the firſt would be 
more properly ſtiled a Regiſtra- 
tion or Polling, than a Cenſus. 

5th DIiFFERENCE was in the 
N employ d in both. For 
in the fi was moſt probably 
Herod, only for Fu dea, at the 


Head of 7 Jeu Officers well ac- 
quainted with their Genealogies: 


In the other were Quirinius and 
Coponius, with the Publicans or 


Farmers, and Collectors of Cz/ar's 


Revenue, for Syria and Fudea. 
The two laſt 2 Diffe- 
rences may furniſh the Reaſon, 


why Camalieli in As, ch. v, ver. 
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37; and Foſephus Antiq. lib. Ið, 
ſpeak of the ſecond Cenſus, as 
the only one ever known among 
the eus; and do not reckon the 


Fit, in which our Saviour was 


born, as being exacted by their 


_ own Prince without any viſible 
Conſequence to their Eſtates, or 


to the publick Peace: Whereas 
the latter being taken by a Ro- 
man Governor, as an Introducti- 
on to a Tax, was generally re- 


ſented, and the popular Diſcon- 
tents, by the enthuſiaſtic Ha- 


rangues of Judas of Galilee, 
Author of a new Sect, and his 


aſſociate Phariſee Sadduc, were 


eaſily inflamed into a Rebellion, 
upon a viſionary Notion of own- 
ing no Sovereign but God. 
Ver it muſt not be ſaid that 
Toſephus entirely paſſes in Silence, 
this firſt Regiſtration or Polling 
of the eus, under which Chriſt. 
was born: For Tertullian's Aﬀer- 
55 N tion, 
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tion, that it was in the Time of 
Saturninus's Government, is in 
great Meaſure confirmed by Jo- 
ſephus, Ant. lib. 17, p. 830, where 

in the Year after the Execution 

f Herod's two Sons, Alexander 
nd 4riflobulus he ſays, that the 
whole Fewiſh Nation was obliged 
to take an Oath of Fidelity to 

8 Auguſius Ceſar, and to Herod; 

: and that 6000 Phariſees, who 

refuſed the Oath, were fined. 

Here is indeed no direct mention 

: of the *AToyeaqnz or Poll; for, as 

* FTFoſephus in this Part of his Hiſ- 

tory, has epitomized the large 

Annals of Herod, writ by Mico- 

; laus Damaſcenus, he took Notice 

of this General Swearing of the 

Nation but occaſionally only, and 

becauſe it was an Incident that 

related to the private Broils of 

Herod's Family. But one can 

hardly doubt, that the "General 

Swearing was one Part, or Cir- 

cumſtance 
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62 Of the irite Tear of 
cumſtance of the General Polling 
commanded by Auguſtus, if it 
be conſider' d, | | 
1. THAT the Fewifh Nation 
had already taken the Oath to 
Herod alone, but 13 Years before, 
Anno P. F. 4694, U.G. 734. 
Antiq. lib. 15, P. 776. Whence 
it may be reaſonably infer'd, that 
it would not ſo foon have been 
exacted again to Herod, if Au- 
guftus, who two Years before had 
begun to make Herod feel the 
Weight of his Imperial Sceptre, 
and threatn'd to treat him not 
as a Friend but as a Subject, 
Antiq. lib. 16, p. 812,) now 
perhaps, reſolving to admit no 
more Kings of Judea, had not 
- commanded all the Jews to be 
"0 {worn to himſelf, as well as to 
Hered, at the ſame Time that 
they were to be regiſter d. 
2. THA x as Tertullian affirms 
that the Cenſus, or Polling; and 
1 * 
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Jgſepbhus, that the Swearing of the 
Jeus was in the Time of Satur- 
ninuss Government: So it may 
be proved, that both were ex- 
ecuted in the very ſame Year 
of his Government. For among 
the Inſcriptions, prefix d to the 
Beginning of every Book of the 
Antiquities, or General Hiſtory 
of the Fews, which expreſs the 
Number of Years in that Book, 
and are all apparently from Jo- 
ſephus's own Hand; that of the 
17th Book tells us, that in it is 
contained the Space of 14 Years, 
which begin immediately after the 
Death of Herod's two Sons, and 
end with the Deprivation of Ar- 
chelaus, and with the Sending of 
Quirinius to gather his Confiſca- 
tion, and to take a Cenſus, or 
Eftimate of the Jews Eftates. 
The Deprivation ' of Archelaus, 
was according to Dio Caſſius 
lib. 55, Pp. 649,) in the latter 

N Part 


64 Of the true Year of 
Part of the Year, C. C. 759; and 
the Sending of Quirinius either 
then, or in the Beginning of the 
next Year C. C. 760. Count 14 
Years backwards from C. C. 760, 
P. J. 4720, and the Year L. C. 
747, P. F. 4707, muſt be in- 
cluded, in which 7o/ephus relates 
the General Swearing of the Jews. 
And the Cenſus or General Pol- 
ling of Saturninuss Time, was 
not later than this ſame Year 
747, becauſe in the Year 748 
Varus was the Governor of Syria 
in the Room of Sazurninus : As 
it is evident from a Medal of the 
Antiochians, publiſhed by Cardi- 
nal Noris in his Book De Epo- 
chis Syro-Macedonum, p. 211, 
with the Head of Jupiter Philius 
on one Side, and on the other 
Antiochia repreſented with this 
Inſcription EI OTAPOT ANTIO- 
XEN. EK. For the two numeral 
Letters EK ſignifying 25 are in- 

tended 


Güded to eral ſuch a Year of 


Varus Government of Syria, as 
was the 23th from the Time that 


Auguſtus firſt became Maſter of 


Syria. This appears from many 
When Syrian Medals, ſtruck in 
the Reigns of Auguſtus and Ti- 
beriusj produced by the learned 
Cardinal in the ſame Chapter, 
and by the Excellent Baron Span- 
beim; all which correſpond with 
that abovementioned, in having 
the Name of the Governor Gf 
Syria forithe Timè being, as Vu- 
rus, Silunus, &c. with the Num- 
ber of Vears from the- firſt Sub- 
jection of Hria ! #02! Huguſdus. 


Now it is certain from Pbus, | 


Ant lh. 195 H. 758, fram Plug 
tarch in _— and from Dio 
1 ien Lib. 51, that within a 


Month r . Sea- fi ght of 


Actium, which was on the 2d 
of Seprember, Au. I. C. 723. 
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66 Of the true Year of 
full Poſſeſſion of Syria, as De- 
puty of Auguſtus, and ſent the 
Arabs to burn the Egyptian Vel- 
ſels, which Cleopatra, immediately 
upon her Arrival from the Battle, 
had convey'd from the {Vile to 
the Red-Sea, before it was known 
in Egypt what was become of 

Antonys Army at Aium; yet 
that Army at Actium ſubmitted 
to Auguſtus in a Week after the 
Sea-fight. agreeably to this 
Account, a Medal of Silanus 
has on it the Number 47, which 
added to 723, brings us to the 
Year U. C. 770, in which Year, 
about Midſummer, Germanicus 
was appointed Governor General 
of the Eaſt; upon which Tacitus 
adds, An. 2. 43, Sed Tiberius 
demoverat Syria Creticum Sila- 
num; that is, Silanus had been 
removed (perhaps ſeveral Months) 
before the Midſummer of 770, 
and yet was enter d into the 47th 
i PT, Year 
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Year from Anguſtus's Reduction 
of Syria, That Reduction there- 
fore was 1n 0 Autumn of tlie 
Year U. C. , and probably 
enough that "bs commenced 
1 Obber, becauſe the Year of 
the Antivchiaus begun with that 
Month. In the ſame manner the 
Number 25, on the firſt Medal 
of Varus, ſignifies that Varus 

was Governot in the 25th Year 
of Auguſtuss Reign over Syria, 
which 2 5th Year began in Au- 
tumn 747, and ended in Au- 
tumn 748. In what part of 
this 2gth Year he arise there, 
muſt now be Conjectute; we 
ſhall be ſure of erring leaſt 
of all, if we ſuppoſe it was 
about the Middle, in March 
or April: And if it was ſo, 
the Cenſus of Saturninus, or 
General Polling muſt have been 
taken, at the lateſt, before the 
Winter preceding, that is, in 


F 2 T 
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the Year of the Swearing, U. C. 
74 J 4707, for theſe Rea- 
ſons : 

I. BECAUSE, as the Cenſus of 
Traly took up the greater Part 
of a Year, that of Syria would 
be little leſs tedious, and therefore 
not to be entered on after Win- 
ter by Haturninus, who was ſo 
near his Departure. 

2. Nox is it credible, that an 
Edict, which in Tudea. required 
all Men's Removing to the antient 
Reſidence of their Families (as 
it obliged 7/eph, for Example, to 
travel from /Vazareth to Bethle- 
hem about 100 Miles) and fo. 
forced molt of the Nation to put 
themſelves upon the Road, ſhould 
without Neceſſity be executed, 
with univerſal Inconvenience, in 
the Depth of Winter. For in 
that Mountainous Country, that 
Seaſon is often very ſevere, as we 
learn from * ephus in ſeveral 


Places, 
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Places, and more from our Savi- 
our's directing his Diſciples to 


88 pray, that in the Fewiſh Calami- 


ties their Flight might not be in 
the Winter. 

3. Nox was it Mid-Winter in 
all Probability, when the Shep- 
herds were all Night in the Fields 
watching their Flocks, Luke 
ch. it, ver. 8; becauſe in thoſe 
Countries the Sheep are uſually 
brought at Evening into Shelter, 
{Cogere veſper oves ftabulis, nu- 
merumque referre fuſſit, lays Vir- 
gil ;) and are not watched all 
Night in the Fields, but only in 
the Times of Yeaning, that is, in 
the. Spring and Autumn, accord- 
ing to Jerom and others, quoted 
by Petavius (in Var. Diſſert. lib. 
2. c. 8, P. 92.) 

. TRE Thread of Foſephus's 
Narration, /ib. 17. P. 831, 832, 
plainly ſuppoſes, ls five or ſix 


Months, if not more, paſt from 
F 3 the 
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the General Swearing before- 


mentioned, to Antipater's De- 


parture for Rome; and yet Anti- 
pater left Syria before Saturni- 
uus, and therefore before May, 
U. C. 748: For after the Swear- 


ing was ended, the Fine impoſed 
on the Phariſaical Nonjurors was 


paid for them, by the zealous 


Wife of Pheroras, Hereod's Bro- 


ther, and they pretending Sancti- 
ty and Inſpiration, rewarded her 
Affection with a falſe Propheſy, 
that Herod's Race would ſoon be 
extinct, and hers would ſucceed 
to the Crown. The Impoſtors 
after this went on to fill the Heads 
of others about the Court with 
the Fumes of pleaſing Predictions, 
that were never to be accom- 


pliſned. Herod, finding the Evil 


growing, cut of thoſe that were 


principally concerned either in 
vending or believing thoſe Illuſi- 
ons; and then in a large Aſſem- 

8 bly 
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bly of his Friends, accuſed the 
Wife of Pheroras of having 
| ſcreened the Nonjurors, by laying. 
down the Mula for them ſome 
Time before, and of her ſubſe- 
ſequent Practices ever ſince, which 
had raiſed a Flame in the Royal 
Family; and in Concluſion re- 
quired his Brother to divorce her. 
Pheroras anſwer d ſtoutly, that 
he would die firſt. Herod, tho 
angry, yet unwilling to puſh the 

Matter to Extremities, forbad his 
Son Antipater, to vifit or cor- 
reſpond with Pheroras any more, 
which he promiſed, but neverthe- 
leſs had ſecret Meetings and En- 
tertainments with him from Time 
to Time, as often as there was 
Opportunity. At length i in dread 
of his Father's diſcovering thoſe 
Cabals, and the Conſequences of 
ſuch a Diſcovery, Antipater, by 
Letters to his Friends at Rowe, 
deſired them to adviſe Herod, 
F 4 as 
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as from themſelves, to loſe no 
Time in ſending Antipater to 


Auguſtus ; which was done with 
an ample Allowance of near 
40, o Sterling. Now the 
News of the Death of Caius, the 
Heir of Auguſtus, and of the 
Roman Empire, was 40 Days in 


coming from Limyra in Lycia, 


cnly to: Piſa in Tuſcany, as the 
'Correſpondence of that Age was 
managed. In the ſame Proportion, 
it muſt be more than three Months 


between 5 Ant that en 8 Wr iting to 


Rome, and Beginning his our- 
ney thither; ſo that if the Jour- 
ney were about the End of March 


748, the Letters muſt haye been 
ſent in December 747, a Month 


or more after Herod's Expoſtula- 


tion, and the General Polſing and 


Swearing; therefore can ſcarcely 
have begun later than in the 


Spring preceding. The Sum of 


this Argument is this, That St. 


Luke 
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Luke telling us, that Chriſt was 
born in the Time when an uni- 
verſal Cenſus was ordered by Au- 
guſts to be taken over all the 
Roman Empire, the firſt Time 
that Reirinius had Command in 
Syria; it appears from Tertullian 
weed with Foſephus, that 
Quirinius muſt have been Ex- 
traordinary Commiſſioner for that 
Purpoſe, while Sentius Saturninus 
was the ordinary Governor of 
Syria; that this General Polling 
was tranſacted, and Chriſt conſe- 
quently born in the Year of Rome 
747, Per. Ful. 4707; and from 
a Medal of Antiochia, that it 
could not be later, becauſe in 
the Year following, Yarus was 
Governor of Syria in the room 
of Saturninus. Whence the ac- 
curate, diligent, and learned 771. 
lemont makes the ſame Conclu- 
fon, Mem. Eccl. T. 1, where he 
yup remarks, that the famous 

| Pagi, 
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Pagi, who from this Argument 
had infer d the Nativity to have 
been in An. U. C. 748, ought 
upon his own Principles to have 
ſet it with us, in 747. 

TRE is an Expreſſion in 
St. Matib. ch. ii, ver. 20, that 
ſeems to favour this Computation; 
where Herod being newly. dead, 
an Angel tells Zo/eph in Egypt, 
that they are dead, that ſought 
the Child's Lite, intimating that 
not Herod only was dead, whoſe 
murderous Intention was known, 
but his Son Antipater too, whole 
Thirſt for a Crown, had procured 
the Death of two Brothers, and 
plotted the Poiſoning of his Fa- 
ther, and who therefore upon 
the News brought by the Magi, 
that a King of the Jews was lately 
born, was doubtleſs a moſt active 
Counſellor and Inſtrument in 
hunting out the young Fe/zs, and 
flaughtering the Infants of Berh- 
* N liabe. 
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lebem. Now we have already 
ſhewn, that Antiparer left Tudea, 
in the Spring of U. C. 748; he 
did not return till near the End 
of U. C. 749, about three Months 
before his Father's Death and his 
own, and at his Arrival was im- 
mediately made a Priſoner, con- 
victed of Treaſon, and at length 
ſtrangled, but five Days before He- 
rod's Death. If then Antipater be 
intended with Herod in the Word 

they, his Search for 7e/#s could 
Not have been later than the 

Spring of U. C. 748, and the 
Nativity therefore not later than 
U.C. 747. as before. The Ar- 
gument it muſt be confeſs'd is 
tar from Demonſtration ; but 
where the Evidences are few and 
dark, concurrent Probabilities ma 
be allow'd to have ſome Weight. 

Nox could the Birth of Chriſt 
be earlier than the Year U. C. 
747. P. J. 4707, if we are right 

"= 
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in underſtanding the Angels 
Hymn, Glory 10 God in the Higheſt, 
and on Earth Peace, Good-will 
towards Men, in a literal Senſe, 
as Shepherds, for whom it ſeems 
to have been firſt deſigned, would 
naturally take it; (yet not ex- 
cluding the more ſublime and 
ſpiritual Senſe of a Peace, which 
the World cannot give); ſince the 
ableſt Commentators allow, that 
this is rather an Ode of Praiſe 
for Bleſſings then appearing, than 
a Prayer for Things wanted: 
Here, behold, is Glory to God | 
on high, Peace on Earth, and 
Grace to Men! For in this Year 
747 ended the only Wars with 
any Part of the Roman Empire, 
that remain in Hiſtory, via. that 
againſt the Thracians under L. 
Piſo, which began An. 744 at 
lateſt, or rather (according to Dio, 
lib. 54,) in Ar. 743, and laſted 
(fays Helleius, lib. 2. ch. 98,) three 


Years: 
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Years: The other againſt. the 
Germans under the Command 
of Tiberius, who triumphed for 
the Conqueſt of them on New= 


Years-Day, An. 747. ¶ Lelleius 2. 


97. Dio, lib. 5 5, And tho Dio 
ls us there, that ſoon after his 
Triumph hearing of ſome Stir, 
undo TW, Tiberius went back 


to Germany, he adds, that no- 


thing happen'd there worth No- 


tice: Which makes Felleiuss Re- 


lation of the preceding Campagne 
of Tiberius in that Country, ſeem 
to have more of Juſtice than of 
| Flattery : Ita perdomuit Germa-- 
niam Tiberius, t pene in For- 


mam Aipendiariæ redigeret Pro- 


vinciæ. Indeed the Cenſus, or 
General Regiſtration above men- 
tioned, under which Chriſt was 
born, of itſelt ſufficiently proves 
that Syria, at leaſt, which was a 


frontier Province next to the 


Parthian Empire, muſt have been 


at 


1 
12 


TEAS Ca 
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at.that Time in the moſt profound 
Tranquillity ; Ade” which, 
ſo. wiſe 4 Prince, as Auguſtus 
Ceſar was, would never have at- 
tempted that grievous Act of Au- 
tority, unknown there before, 
and very rarely exerciſed in any 


Province 3 It is there- 


fore with good Foundation, that 
alt the Fathers do unanimouſly 


affirm (as the accurate Cardinal 


Moris tells us, in his Cenotaph. 
Piſan p. 200,) that Chriſt,” the 
Prince of Peace, came into the 
World in an univerſal Peace, 
which could not be earlier than 
the Veat P. J. 4707, U. CA. 
Fuvs far the Light of Anti- 
quity has conducted us in the 
Search of the true Year of our 
Lord's Nativity: The Day is left 
in the dark; Clemens of Alexa 
aria intioiaws,. that it is an idle 


Curioſity to ſeek it, and Scaliger 
that it is impoſſible to find it: 


Yet 
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Vet Clemens tells us, that ſome 
in his Time, believed it was 
on the 19th or 20th of April; = 
ſome Babies on the 20th ef May. " 
The Tradition now prevailing, n 
that it fell en the 2 5th of De- 7 
cember, was not known in the 
Eaſtern Churches, till about the 
End of the fourth Century, nor 
was probably much older in the 
Meſtern, who recommended it. 
It was founded on this Miſtake, 
that Zacharias the Father of John 
the Baptiſt was the High Prieſt, 
and by Virtue of his Office was 
in the Sanchum Sunckorum offer- 
ing Incenſe en the Great Day of 
Atonement; which they reckon d 
at firſt | to be the 27th, - after- 
wards the 23d'of Seprember, when 
he had hi Viſion, and the Pro- 
miſe of a-Son. [This Day was 
called the Conception of the Bap. 
tiſt; from hence they reekon d 
fix Months, 9 the 25th io 
March 


8 
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March at the Annuntiatiom and 
nine more, in all fifteen, to the 
Birth of Chriſt on the 25th of 
December. But as Zacharias, 
being in the Courſe of Agia, moſt 
certainly was not the High Prieſt, 
the other Computations formed 
upon that Suppoſition, muſt fall 
with their Foundation; if there 
were no other Objections againſt 
placing the Nativity i in that Sca- 


fon of the Lear. 


Vr the Time of Zacharias „ 
Attendance i in the Temple may be 
exactly found; let us ſee what 
Uſe may be made of it. All the 


Prieſts deſcended from Aaran had 


been hy David (1 Chron, ch. xxiv.) 
diftributed into 24 Claſſes, de- 
nominated from the Heads-of ſo 
many Sacerdotal Families, and by 
Lot appointed the Order in which 
ey ſhould officiate, each Claſs 
its- "Week, from. which they were 


NEVer; to vary on Pain of Death: 


WM And 


A 3 * 


the „ Bib of Cuxier. 81 


Order was never changed in 605 
Years from the Captivity to the 
final Deſtruction of the ſecond 
Temple; and tho' it was inter- 


rupted for three Years and a half 


by Antiochus Epiphanes, and once 
in the laſt Siege (Joſeph. Ant. 


P. 609. Bell. Fud. p. 373.) yet 


the Courſes were not then ſup- 


plied by other Claſſes, but always 


reckoned as if duly fulfilled. 


The whole Cycle of Courles, 


therefore, conſiſting of 24 Weeks, 


or 168 Days, and returning un- 
alterably, we want no more, than 


to aſcertain the two Points of the 
Beginning of the Daily Sacrifice 
after the Captivity, and the laſt 


Abolition of it, in order to de- 


termine in what Week of any 
given Year,” any Claſs of Prieſts, 
as for Example, that of Aba, 


the 8th in order, of which was 


Zacharias the Father of John the 
G 5 Bap- 


And  Foſephus affirms, that this 


— 
— > - — — 
„ — l 
1 . * 8 * . — — — 
2 2 * 5 * by 7 1 2 


82 Of the true Year of 4 
Baptiſt, came into Duty in the 
Temple. Now we learn from 
Ezra iii, ver. 6, that the Daily 
Sacrifice began again on the firſt 
of Tiſri, which was Sunday the 
23d of September, in the firſt 
Year of the Return from the 
Captivity, Per. Ful. 4178: And 
from the Seder Olam, or Jewiſh 
Chronicle, that it ended on Sa- 
turday the 4th of Auguſt, in the 
Year P. J. 4783, the laſt Day 
of the Courſe of Joiarib, or fr | 
Claſs. * Cum prius vaſtaretur 
- Templum, erat extremum Sab- 
* bati, & rurſus extremum ſep- 
E timi anni erat: Preterea erat 
© ſeptimana flationis Joiarib, & 
* nonus Dies Menſis Ab: Et ita 
* quogue fuere hec omnia in Se- 
cuando Excidio. In Wtrogue au. 
© tem Levitæ labant-in Cathedra, 
recitabantque Oden hanc ; Re- 
_ © tribuet illis iniquitatem ſuam.' 


There may perhaps be a Miſtake 
"ot 
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of a Day, in the Account of the 
Burning of the firſt, and ſecond 
fer ; for both were burnt, 
according to the Appendix to 
Feremiab, which is called the 
5 2d chap. and according to Jo- 
/e pbus De Bello Fud. lib. 6. þ. 385, 
on the Toth of AA, or 5th of 
Auguſt; tho' the Conflagration 
might begin ſooner ; but that is 
of no Conſequence in our pre- 
ſent Calculation. From either of 
theſe two Epochs, computing up- 
wards or downwards, we ſhall 
find that the 8th Claſs of Abia, 
in which was Zacharias, began 
its Courſe on Sunday, Dec. 22, 
in the Year P. J. 4705, ended 
Dec. 28, and Zacharias returned 
the 29th to Hebron the City of 
Judah, about 24 Miles from Je- 
ruſalem to the South. And if 
the Conception of the Baptiſt be 
dated immediately from the Re- 
turn of Zacharias to his own 

G 2 Ree: 
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Houſe ; the fixth Month will 
end about the 29th of June; 


the Annuntiation made by the 
Angel Gabriel to the Bleſſed 


Nirgin might be about the x 5th 
of Tune, P. J. 4706, and = 


Birth of Chriſt, conſequently, 


about the 22d of March, P. F. 


4707, fifteen Months en the 
Viſion of Zacharias. But as it 
has been obſerved, that St. Luke 
in ſaying --- Zacharias departed 
zo his own Houſe. And after thoſe 
Days Elizabeth conceived, &c. 
puts ſome Space of Time between 


Zacharias's Return, and Eliga- 
beth's Conception; there is no- 


thing now left to determine that 
Space, but meer Conjectures, all 
waich, Scaliger lays are ridicu- 
lous. But ſuppoſe it to have 
been a Month, the Nativity would 
fall about Sunday, April the 19th, 
or Monday the 2oth, the Days 
named for it in the Time of 

| Clemens 
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Clemens Alexandrinus, as has 
been already mentioned. Thus 
much is certain, and capable of 
being proved beyond all diſpute, 
that Zachariass Claſs was in 
Waiting, the Week which began 
Dec. 22, 4705, and again 1n that, 
which began on June 8, P. 7. 
4706: And that fifteen or ſix- 
teen Months, computed from the 
former Week of Zacharias, end 
in the Spring of An. P. F. 4707, 
and from the latter Week, end 
in the Autumn of the ſame Year. 
If then the Birth of Chriſt was 
in the Year P. J. 4707, it could 
have been in no other Part of 
that Vear, but in the Spring or 
the Autumn. But it was Au- 
tumn, as we proved before, when 
Herod made the angry Speech 
above-mentioned againſt the Wife 
of Pheroras, in which he referred 
to the General Swearing of the 
© Jews (under which Chriſt was 
43. born) 
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born) as to a Thing paſt ſome 
Time before. The Birth, there- 
fore, if it was in the Year P. J. 
4707, was in the Spring, the 
Seaſon in which, according to 
Virgil's Opinion, the World began: 
Non alios prima | creſcentis origine mundi 


Illuxiſſe dies, aliumdve habuiſſe tenorem 
Crediderim. Ver illud erat, Ver magnus agebat 


Orbis. 

St. Luke in the third Chapter 
of his Goſpel ſeems, at firſt View, 
to promiſe the cleareſt Light for 
our preſent Enquiry, when he 
tells us, ver. 1, 2, that in the 
15th Year of the Reign of Ti- 
berius Cæſar — The Word of 
God came to TFohn the Son of 
Zacharias, &c. And ver. 21, 23, 
that when all the People were 
baptiſed, Jeſus alſo being bap- 
tiſed ---- began to be about thirty 
Years of Age, or, as others 
would render the Words, was 
about thirty Years of Age, when 


he 
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he began, i. e. to preach: Zu- 
ſebius, Hi Hor. Eccleſ. lib. 1, c. 10, 
takes it in the former Senſe: 
Origen, as he is quoted, with 
ſome of the moſt learned Mo- 
- derns, in the latter, and perhaps 
more agreeably to the Idiom of 
the Greek. But it is not of 
much Conſequence to our pre- 
ſent Search, which of the two 
Verſions be the truer. It is more 
neceſſary to remark, that Luke's 
Words, about thirty Years of Ape, 
could never ſignify a Latitude 
of 10 Years, from 25 to 353 
ſo vague and looſe a Notice of 
the Age of Teſus, would not 
have been expreſs'd by any one 
Number, but rather by calling 
him a young Man. Moſt pro- 
bably he meant, that 7eſws at his 
Baptiſm was between 29, and 31 
Years of Age; no Antient ever 
ſaid he was in the 32d Year. | 


Pagi, Critica in Baron. p. 18. 
7 LY Tris 
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Tris Chapter will more pro- 
perly come to be conſidered in 
the other Diſſertation. At this 
Time it may be ſufficient to ob- 
ſerve, that it is ſo far from clearly 
pointing out to us the exact 
Vear of the Nativity, that, on the 
contrary, it has furniſhed to the 
Commentators Matter for more 
Queſtions and Diſputes. 

1. SOME underſtand by it, 
what the natural Connexion of 
the Words at firſt preſents to us, 
that in the 15th Year of the 
Reign of Tiberius, the Word of 
God came to John in the Wiz 
derneſs; that the Baptiſm of our 
Saviour was in the 16th Vear; 
and the Paſſion conſequently ſo 
much later. 

2. SOME interpret it ſo, that 
Luke intended to carry that Epoch 
to the End of that Chapter, making 
Johns Preaching to ſerve only 
as an Introduction, and to ſignify, 

that 


ä 9 
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that Jeſus was 30 Years old, 
and was baptized in the 15th 
Year of Tiberius. 2 
3. OrHERS (and it ſeems with 
more reaſon) ſay, that the 15th 
of Tiberius is not intended by 
Luke for the Epoch, either of 

John's firſt Appearance, or of the _ 
Baptiſm of Chriſt, but of his 
Paſſion, as he had in the pre- 
ceding Chapter given the Date 
of his Nativity; and that if it 
be not ſo taken, there is no Epoch 
of his Death at all aſſigned by 
Luke. Thus ſome of the an- 
tienteſt Writers of Chriſtianity 
underſtood the Evangeliſt, and 
that Jeſus was baptized but the 
Year before his Death, in the 
14th of Tiberius, U. C. 781. 
And yet at that Time, if he was 
born but in the Year U. C. 749, 
before the Death of Herod, he 
muſt have been above 31 Years 
old: But it born in the Year 
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of b 0 747, as we think, he would 
=} be above 33 Years old. 

4. OrHRRS again in order 
. | to avoid this great Difficulty, 
R have reflected, that Tiberius's 
_ Reign had two Beginnings: One 
| from the Death of Auguſtus, 
from which all the Roman Hi- 
| ftorians compute; the other 
= from the Time, that Auguſtus 
made Tiberius his Collegue and 
Aſſociate in the Empire, by giv- 
ing him an equal Authority to his 
own, over all the Roman Pro- 
vinces and Armies, which was 
done in the Year of Rome 764, 
about three Years before the 
Death of Auguſtus. From this 
Elevation, thoſe in the Provin- 
ces might juſtly and properly 
reckon his Reign; and in this 
Manner his twelfth Year from 
the Deceaſe of Auguſtus would, 
by a Syrian Writer, be called 
his fifteenth ; in which fifteenth, 


ac. 
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according to the Interpretation of 
Origen, Clemens Alexandrinus, 
and many other learned Men, 
Luke is underſtood to relate the 
Paſſion. 


222 
— 
——— 
IF -— = 


TRUE YEAR 


OF THE 


DEATH of CHRIST. 


E antient Fathers of 
JE: All the Church do not 
agree to give us any 
IN certain, and conſiſ- 
— tent Information of 
the Vear, wherein Our Lord 
ſuffered. From the Roman Hil- 
torians of that or the next Age, 
much could not in Reaſon be 


expected, conſidering their ex- 


treme Contempt and Deteſtation 


both of the Nation and Religion 
of the Jeus, and that Chriſtians 


at 
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at firſt, paſt with them under the 

ſame Title. Nor would they 
condeſcend to tell us any more 
of Chriſt, than was neceſſary to 
explain from whence the Name 
of Chriſtians was derived, as Ta- 
citus has done, Annal. 15, 44; 
that he was a Man, who had 
been executed by Pontius Pilate 
in the Reign of Tiberius. And 
ſo much Joſephus without doubt 
writ of him, (if he ſaid no more) 
in that ſo much contrayerted 
Paſſage of his Antiqnities l. 18, c. 4. 
But from the Scriptures may be 

collected ſeveral Characters, and 
Limitations of the Time of his 
Death, which will not permit us 
to wander very far in this Search; 
and they are theſe : 

I. THAT according to that 
memorable Prediction in Daniel, 
ch. ix, Chriſt was to be cut off, 
after 7 Weeks, and 62 Weeks, | 

in all 69 Weeks, or 483 Years, 


tO 
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to be computed from the —— 


forth of the Commandment to 
rebuild Jeruſalem. 

II. Thar it was in the Reign 
of Tiberius Cæſzar, in his Tyth 
(or 16th) Vear: During Pontius 
Pilates Government of Fudea : 
While Annas and Caiaphas were 
the High Prieſts: While Herod 
Antipas, the Son of Herod. the 
Great, was Tetrarch of Ituræa, 
and L y/anias Tetrarch of Abilene. 

III. Trar Chriſt was about 
30 Years old at his Baptiſm; 
that according to Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke, his publick Miniſtry 
took in but one Paſſover, and 
laſted but one Year: And that 
Jobn, i in the Opinion of ſome of 
the moſt learned, expreſly men- 
tions no more age two Paſſovers 
in all, or little more than a Year 


from his Baptiſm : So that Chriſt 


at his Paſſion was not full 32 
Years old. 


IV. Trar | 
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IV. THAT the final Paſſover, 


and the Crucifixion was in, the 
46th Year of that Building of 
the Temple, which Herod the 
Great began in the 18th Year 
of his Reign from the Death of 
Antigonus, U.C. 7 34, P. 7. 4694. 

V. THAT our Saviour ſuffer'd 
on a Friday, which was that 
Year kept by the Chief Prieſts, 
as the Day of the Jewiſh Paſſover. 
From all which Notices compared 
together, and examined, we draw 
this Concluſion, That his Death 
muſt have been on the 22d of 
March, in the Year of the 7u- 
lian Period 4739, of Rome 779, 
and of the Vulgar Computation, 
i: hh 26. 


I. PursvaANT to the Predic- 
tion in Daniel, chap. ix, ver. 24, 
25, 26, 27, the Meſſiah was to 
be cut off, after 7 Weeks, and 
42 in all 69 Weeks, or 

483 
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483 Years, to be computed from 
the Going forth of the Command- 
ment to rebuild Feruſalem. nd, 
All the Prophets of the Ol 
| Teſtament point to Chriſt : But 
among. the Oracles of God now 
left upon Record, there is not a 
more ſignal Revelation of him, 
than this communicated to Da- 
niel, about a Year or two before 
the Return of the eus from the 
Babylonian Captivity. The moſt 
e. in all the Ages of Chriſ- 
tianity have regarded it as ſuch, 
and employ'd it for the Con- 
viction of their Adverſaries, but 
not always with that Force and 
Succeſs, which they deſired: Not 
only becauſe of the Perplexity of 
the Stile, and the Obſcurity of the 
Expreſſions, the common Diffi- 
culties of Propheſies; but becauſe 
Commentators ſeem not to have 
ſearched ſo much for the Senſe, 


as how to accommodate the Let- 
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ter to ſome pre- conceived Opi- 
nion. They have firſt ſuppoſed 
it certain, that the Paſſion was 
in A. D. 29, perhaps, or 31, 
or 33, and then ſtrained the Text, 
or the Hiſtory, to anſwer ſuch an 
Hypotheſis. Certainly fo ſingular 
a Declaration of the Counſels of 
the Almighty concerning the 
Fews for ſix Centuries following, 
and of the Time of a new Law- 
giver coming to teach everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs, and to make Ex- 
piation for Sins, requires the beſt 
Expoſitor, and deſerves to be ſet 
in the faireſt Light. But ſo much 
as concerns a Chronologer, can- 
not be omitted without ſome 
Attempt to explain it; becauſe 
no Computation of the Time of 
the Death of Chriſt can be juſt, 
which does not entirely corre- 
ſpond to this Prediction. In our 
12 (which in this Paſſage 


particularly is thought: none of 
the 


the beſt) it ſtands thus, excepting 
the Stops, which I have changed. 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 


: 
cc 


cc 


cc 


« Ver. 24. Seventy Weeks are 


determined upon thy People, 


and upon thy Holy 925 
Tranſ- 


« x. To * finiſh the 


r 
« 2. AN D to make an End 
of Sins, 1 

3. Axp to make Reconci- 
liation for Iniquity, 
« 4. AN D to bring in ever- 
laſting Righteouſneſs 
« 5. AND to ſeal up the Vi- 
ſion, and Prophecy, 


4 6, AN p to anoint the Moſt 


cc 


cc 
Cc 
cc 


„ 


„ 


Holy. | 

« 25, KNow therefore, and 
underſtand, that from the Go- 
ing forth of the Command- 


ment to * reſtore, and to 


build Jeruſalem, unto Meſſiah 
: „ 


Or, reſtrain. b Or, ſeal. up. *Heb. 


Prophet, 4 Or, to build again. 


CC, 


and 62 Weeks: The Street 


0 
cc 
cc 


cc 


the Prince ſhall be 7 Weeks, 


ſhall be built again, and the 
Wall, even in Po troublous 


Times; 


1 26. Ra abs: 62 Weeks 


cc 


| ſhall. Meſſiah be cut off, but 


(c 
cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 
00 
cc 


cc 


not for himſelf; And the 
People of the Prince, that ſhall 
come, ſhall deſtroy the City 
and the —— and the 


End thereof ſhall be with a 
Flood, and unto the End of 
the War Deen are de- 


termine. 
« 27. (And he ſhall confirm | 
the Covenant with many for 

one Week. And in the midft 
of the Week he ſhall cauſe 
the Sacrifice, 'and the Oblati- 
115 H 2. « on 


2 Or, Breach, or, Dick, 2k, ee. 


of Times. © Or: and they ſhall be no 

more his People. 4 Or, the Prince's future 
People, Or, it ſhall be cut of by Deſo- 

nns, fOr, a | | 
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“ on to ceaſe.) And for the 
« Overſpreading of Abominati- 


L 


* 


ons he ſhall make it deſolate 


% even until the Conſummation, 


« and that determined ſhall be 
« poured upon the * Deſolate.” 
TRE 24th Verſe, being a ſum- 


mary Account of God's Purpoſes 


upon the Jewiſb Nation in the 
whole Space of the 70 Weeks, 
may be thus paraphraſed : Seventy 
Weeks of Years are appointed, 
for the Term of God's Forbear- 
ance, and Trial of thy Nation and 
City : In the Compaſs of which 
Time, 

. Pana Will be Puniſh- 
ments from God, ſufficient to 
reſtrain the Impiety of another 
People: 

2. Bur yet they will conſum- 
mate and fill up the Meaſure of 
their 


Or, And upon the Battlements ſhall 


be the Idols of the Deſolator. b Or, De- 


ſolator. 


the Death of CHRIST. 107 
their Iniquities: (Which, Chriſt 
intimates, they were near doing 
when he ſpoke, Mattb. xxiii. 32.) 
TE Meſhah by his Death, 
will 8 an Atonement, or Pro- 
pitiation for Sins 
4. HE will introduce, A* 
teach the Law of eternal and 
univerſal Righteouſneſs, in Con- 
tradiſtinction to that of Moſes: 
5. In His Perſon, will the 
Viſions of all the Prophets of old, 
be ratified and accompliſhed : 
6. Hz: will at his Baptiſm hos 
anointed with the Holy Ghoſt, 
and with Power, and be de- 
clared the Son of God by an 
audible Voice from Heaven: 
Which Jeſus himſelf, at Maxa- 
reth, notified by his Comment, 
to be then fulfilled, Luke, iv. 21. 
 Wrar follows in the An- 
gel's Meſſage, being more plain 
and literal, is introduced with 
Calling upon Daniel to take 
9 3 No- 


: W and! Half-Week. 
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Notice, attetd to it, oh and un- 


derſtand it. 155 


Ir is to be Wbddasde 5 the 


Deſtruction of the City und Sanc- 


tuary, tho 9 mentioned 
by the Archangel more than 
bace, is not here comprehended 
within the Term of the 70 Weeks, 
and need not therefore come into 
our preſent Conſideration! 
Tur former Fart of the 257th 
Verte 1s more intelligible in Wie 


Ereel, and the Yul ute Tranſla- 


tions, than in the n#liſh; to this 
Effect: Ant in one Week he ſhall 
confirm a Covenant with many, 
or, One Week ſhall confirm a 


Covenant with many; and Half 


a Week, the Sacrifice ald the Ob- 
lation ſhall ccaſe: Which Verſion 


is confirmed by the beſt Com- 


mentators, tho they differ at the 
ſame Time about th Place, and 
Order to be aſſigned to this One 


Now, 


the Demth of C HRIST. 103 


Now, in ord er to clearly ſettle 
the Beginning, and Extent f theſe 
70 Weeks, it will be neceſſary 
to premiſe theſe Obſervations : 

'1. Tyar by Weeks are meant 
Weeks of Years, an Expreſſion 
well enough known to the Fews 
from Leviz. xxv. 8. And thou 
ſhalt number ſeven Peels of Years 
unto thee ; where our Tranſlation 


— — 


has Sabaths with the ſame Senſe. 


In this Expoſition Jews and 


Chriſtians agree. Seventy Weeks 


therefore are 490 Years. 
2. Tyar thele 70 Weeks, 


or 490 Years, ought to be reckon- 


ed in one continued Series, or 
Line; nor ſhould the Parts be 
ſeparated by any Interval of Time 
from one: another, For if that 
be once admitted, the Prophecy 
loſes its Evidence, and carries no 
Conviction to a Few; he may 
claim the ſame Liberty of in- 


lerting | as many Years as will 
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104 Of the true Tear of 
ſerve his Syſtem, and ſtretch the 


490, with as much Right to 
4900. The 7 Weeks therefore, 


the 62 Weeks, the one Week, 


and in all Probability, the Halſ- 
Week, are all coherent Parts of 
the whole Chain of 70 Weeks. 

THA the Year here in- 
NEVE | muſt have been fuch as 


were = and well known in 
that Country, that is, Chaldean 


Years; or elſe Daniel would have 


wanted another Revelation to ex- 


pound the Angel's Words. But 


Hcaven uſually condeſcends to 
our Underſtandings, tho' not to 


our Affections. What the Form 
of the Chaldean Year was in the 
Age of Daniel, is not directly 


told us by any antient Author 
nov remaining; but it 1s juſtly 


ſuppoſed, to be the moſt perfect 


Form then known in the World, 
becauſe Chaldea has been the 
F ountain of  Afrronomical Scien- 

ces, 


% — %. 8 
. 


the Death of CHRIS T. 105 
ces, to all the Veſtern Parts of 
the Earth. We muſt therefore 
Join with the ene, of the 
Learned, in rejecting from the 
Calculation of theſe 70 Weeks 
the Vear of 360 Days, which was 
the oldeſt Sort of Lunar Year; 
becauſe all among the Antients, 
that had Lunar Years, as- ſoon. 
as they knew better, bad alſo in- 
tercalated Years to make amends 
for their Defects. And therefore, 
tho a ſingle Year might be ſaid 
to conſiſt of 360 Days, or two 
of 720; (as there are Inſtances of 
ſuch a Reckoning in Daniel, ch. 
X11; in Revelations, ch. xi, xii, 
and xiii; in Cleobulus's Riddle, in 
Diogenes Laertius, of a Man that 
has 12 Sons, and each Son has 
30 Daughters; in Solon's Dia- 
logue with Cre/us in Herodotus, 
lib. 1, c. 32; and in general Ex- 
preſſions of other Authors): Yet 
a long Series of ſuch Years, with- 
| out 
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out any Intercalation, is probably 
not to be found in any Writer 
now extant. But as in Solon's 
Days any Athenian might fay 
the Year, has 360 Days; or, after 
Meton's Time 354: Yet none 
that could compute, would from 
thence affirm, that in 19 Years, 
there were no more than 19 
Times 360, or 354 Days: So 
if it were true, that one common 
Chaldean Year was of 360 Da "F 
only ; yet the total Period wig 
comprehend, with | the Intercala- 
tions, full as many Days, as are 
in 490 1 ears. For if 
Solon, who knew little enough 
of Natural Philoſophy, as Plu- 
tarch ſays, could before the Time 
of this Meſſage to Daniel, dil- 
cover and correct the Faults of 

that Year of 360 Days » carr it 
be . ſuppoſed poſſible, that the 
People, {o celebrated for theit - 
Wifdom and Knowledge in 
7 1/aiah's 


rhe Death fCazr9t, 107 


Iſaiah Time, ch. xlvii, for their 
Aſtronomical Obſervations of ma- 
ny Ages, and who taught the reſt 
of the World all the 8 of 
the Sars, ſhould perſiſt in * 
Uſe of ſuch a Vear, and never find 
that in 35 Vears Space it revers d 
the - Seaſons, and brought the 
Summer Months into Winter ? 

The Chaldean Year in Damzel's 
Ti ime, was equivalent in Quantity 
to the Julian Year now in Ute, 
as may be reaſonably collected 
from the two Nations, · who drew 
all their Knowledge of that Kind 
immediately from the 2 Chaldeans ; j 
namely, the Egyptians, and the 
Jews. 

Fon the Exo ptian pate.” at 
leaſt the principal ones at T hebes, 
and 80 Ve taught and uſed 
the Solar Year of 365 Days and 
6 Hours, as we are well aſſured 
by Diodorus Siculus, lib. 1, p. 32; 
and by Serabo, 8 lib. 17 P. 806, 


8163 


A. 
14 408 


= —— 
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816; who had both of them 


ſpent ſome Time in that Country. 
And it was an Egyptian Aſtro- 


nomer, Soſigenes, that aſſiſted Ju- 


lius Cz/ar with his Calculations 


to regulate the Confuſion of the 


Raman Calendar, and to form the 
Year according to that of Egypt, 
as the beſt Model, which ever 
fince bears his Name: So Ma- 


crobius ſays of * him Saturn. lib. 
1, c. 14. Imitatus Ag yptios, ad 


numerum Solis, qui Diebus fingulis 
365 & Qadrante Curſum confi- 
cit, Annum dirigere contendit. 
And again, in Chap. 16, as much. 

To theſe may be 2 14 an 
Author, who carries the Mask, 
and the Name of Orus Apollo; 
who, in his 5th Hieroglg yphic, 
fays of the Eg yprians, without 
Piſtindion, that to every four 


Vears, of 365 Days each, they 


added one Day. Nor does 
5 . Hero- 


the Death of CHRIS r. 109 
Herodotus, lib. 2, c. 4, ſay leſs of 
the Egyptians of his Time, if 
his Words be duely conſidered: 
ec They order their Vear, ſays he, 
« more wiſely than the Greeks : 
« For they have 12 Months of 
« 30 Days, at the End of which 
ce they add every Year 5 ſuper- 
e numerary Days, and ſo the 
« Circle of the Seaſons, with 
« them, returns always to the 
© {ame Part of the Year.” For 
this would no more be true, if 
meant of a Year that conſiſted 
of 365 Days only, than of the 
Grecian Lunar Year. Every 
120 Years would anticipate, a 
whole Month. Here therefore 
15 unqueſtionable Evidence, that 
the Egyptians antiently knew a 
Solar Year, equivalent to the 
Julian, and brought it into Civil 
Uſe, at leaſt in the Upper Egypt. 
And Petavius, when he denies 
this, is not to be regarded, ſays 


A Ricci- 


_ 


any Appendix o 
Intercalation, called the Vears of 
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Ricciolus, a Brother Jeſuite, Chro- 

nologia Reform. lib. COM: 
IT muſt be confeſs'd, that there 
was another Sort of Years in E- 
gypt of 365 Da 93 only, without 


Hours, or any 


Mabonaſſar, a Chaldean Prince, 
which are much celebrated and 
uſed by Ptalomee, Cenſorinus, 
Theon of Alexandria, and the 
antient Aſronomers for goo Years 
after Chriſt. Are not theſe to 
be reputed the Chaldean Years 
intended by the Prophecy ? It 
may be anſwer'd, 

1, THAT they were called 
Years of /Vabonaſſar, not becauſe 
the Form of them was by him 
introduced into Egypt, who never 
reigned there ; but becauſe they 
were a e Invention, and 
were reckoned from the Epoch 
of his Reign at Babylon. Grad 
a primo 1 mperit ejus Anno com- 


Þ Jurgunt ; : 


the-Deathaf.C HRIS T. III 


ſurgunt; Cenſor. c. 8; Peatav, 
Dodtr. Tem. 3, 6. Jed 
2. Tunis Form of Year does 
not appear to have been uſed by 
the Chaldean Nation, nor gene- 
rally even by the Egyptiaus, but 
by the Aſtronomers only; ſince 
Diodorus, Strabo, Macrobius, 
Orus, and Herodotus, plainly 
know of no more than one Sort. 
of Egyptian Year, which was 
equal to the Julian; which was 
certainly the Civil Year at The- 
bes, Heliopolis, Coptus, and Alex- 
AS. 
3. IT is enough for our Ar- 
gument, that the Eg yþtians, who 
uſed the Year of Mabonaſſar, did 
it not out of Ignorance ; they 
knew better than any People 
the juſt Length of the Tropical 
Lear; but, as we are told by 
Geminus in his excellent Intro- 
duction to Aftronomy, p. 33, an 
Author near as old as the Great 


* 2 


* Ni i | 


112 Of the true Year of 5 


Hipparchus, (as is probable from 
his not knowing of Hipparcbuss 
Diſcoveries) they affectedly choſe, 
and, ſome ſay, ſwore never to 
intercalate one Day, for certain 
ſuperſtitious Reaſons of their own, 


and with expreſs Deſign to make 


their Feſtival-Days move gradually 


backwards thro all the Seaſons 


of the Year, which would come 
to paſs in a Period of 1460 
Wears. 2 
Fox the Form of the Few:/b 
Year, all agree that from the 
Time of the Maccabees it was 
Lunar, (and perhaps long before, 
for all Nations probably at firſt 
began with a Lunar Year) and by 
ſometimes intercalating a Month, 
ſometimes adding, or ſubſtract- 
ing a Day, it was moſt artificially, 
and skilfully, in Scaliger's Opi- 
nion, reduced to the Quantity of 
a Tulian Year, according to the 
Calculation made of it by Rabbi 
* Samuel, 


the Deb o Cxen36 113 
Samuel not long after Chriſt's Time, 
and ſtill admitted for à Rule with 
moſt of the Jews; not that any 
one Fewiſh Year was equal to one 
Julian, but that a whole Cycle of. 
109 Vears of one Sort was equal to 
the ſame Number of the other. 
For the Julian ear, as it was 
afterwards called, had ever been 
generally believed. by the An- 
tients, to be the true Standard of 
the T ropical Vear, till Hippar- | 
chus, An. P. J. 45 79, found out, 
by comparing his Obſervations 
with ſome preceding ones, that the 
Tropical Vear fell ſhort of its 5 
puted Meaſure of 365 Days, 6 
Hours, by 580 Part of ai Day, or, 
45 489 V. Petav. Doi r. Temp. 
lib. z. c. 23 And lib. A. ci 25. It 18 
to 25 obſervedz that all the Months 
of this Jewiſb Vear from the 
Fime of the Captivity were call 
ed by the Gbaldean, not by the 
Hebrew, Names; as Miſan, Fiar, 


15 NY; iwan, 


7 


1 
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Reconciliation for Iniquity, and, 


not be unreaſonable to ſurmiſe 
from thence, that the Fewiſh 
Year from that Time was not of 
Zewiſh Invention, but the very 
Chaldean Year formed upon the 
Obſervations of the ableſt Aſero- 
nomers then in the World. Upon 
theſe Preſumptions both Scaliger, 
and his eternal Adverſary Peta- 
vius, as well as Uſher, &. agree 
in. this, to compute the Term of 
the Seventy Weeks by. Julian 

4. Taz Events recited in this 
Revelation to Daniel, are not 
ranged according to the Order 
of the Times, wherein they were 


_t come to paſs. For Inſtance, 


in ver. 24, the laſt, Thing men- 
tioned: is, To anoint the maſt Holy, 


which, certainly muſt have pre- 
ceded The bringing in everlaſi- 


ing Righteouſneſs, The, making . 


he 
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The making an End, or compleat- 
ing of Sins; in a Word, the 
chronological Order is inverted 
almoſt thro' that whole Verſe, 
as it will appear from reviewing 
the Paraphraſe of it: So, Ver. 25, 
the Rebuilding of the Street and 
Wall is expreſs d after the 62 


Weeks, which without queſtion 


was accompliſhed in the 7 Weeks. 
Ver. 26, The Deſtruction of the 
City and Sanctuary is denounced, 
next after the Cutting off of the 
Meſſiah, and before the One 
Week, and the Half-Week : 
Whereas that Deſtruction is the 
laſt Thing foretold, and un- 
doubtedly not to be compre- 
hended in any Part of the 70 
Weeks. 2 IEEE 

5. THESE 70 Weeks, or 490 
Years, are expreſly declared in 
Ver. 25, ta take their Beginning 
from the Going forth of the 
Commandment to reſtore, and 
* "= 
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to build Jeruſalem. Now after 
the Captivity, - there were but 
four Commandments in all, 
from the Monarchs of Perſia, to 
rebuild either the Temple, or the 
City and Walls of Feruſalem : 
For theſe two Things were dil- 
tint Commiſſions, or at leaſt 
were diſtinguiſhed in the Exe- 
cution, by the two Bodies of 
Jeus who returned under Zeru- 
bhabel, and under Ezra. The 
ſame Policy, which permitted and 
encouraged the Building of the 
Temple for the new Colony, 
might have probable Reaſons 
againſt allowing the Metropolis 
to be fortified. The firſt Com- 
mandment was from Cyrus, in 
the firſt Vear of his Empire over 
Aja, after the Death of Cyaxares, 
or Darius the Mede, P. F. 4178, 
Bet. Chr. 536. The Second from 
Darius Hyſtaſpis, or Darjus the 
Perfian, in the ſecond Year of 


the Deathof CHRIST. 117 
his Reign, P. J. 4194, Bef. Chr. 
520: Both of them for building 
the Houſe of God in Feru/alem. 
And if they had been for re- 
building the Streets and Wall of 
Feruſalem, as the Words of the 
Prophecy require; yet the 69 
Weeks, or 483 Years computed 
from even the lateſt of theſe two 
Epochs, will be found to expire 
long before the Paſſion, and be- 
fore the very Birth of TFe/us, in 
An. P. F. 4660, and 4676. But I 
know not whether upon Occaſion 
of this later Epoch of Darius's 
Commandment, by Virtue of 
which the Nave of the Temple 
was built, it be not worth the 
remarking, that, whereas the Pre- 
diction appoints 69 Weeks, or 
483 Years from ſuch Command- 
ment unto Meffiah the Prince; if 
they begun from An. P. J. 4194, 
they would end in the Vear P. 
0 and that being the Giſt 
7 Ne. 
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Year of the Reign of Herod the 
Great after the Death of Anti- 


gonus, as we have ſhewn before, 


might perhaps ſuggeſt to the 


Flatterers and Admirers of He- 


rod, (who was indeed the moſt 
powerful, proſperous, and magni- 


ficent King that Fudea ever law, 
after the Return from Babylon 


the Imagination of his being that 
Prince Meſſiah intended by the 
Prophecy, from which Opinion 


they were called Hlerodians. 


The fourth Commiſſion, which 


was to rebuild Jeraſalem, iſſued 


from Artaxerxes Longimanus to 
Wehemiah, in the 2oth Year of 
his Reign, P. 7. 4269, Bet. Chr. 


445. The 69 Weeks, or. 483 


Years, after which Meſſiab was 
to be cut off, beginning here, 
will extend to An. P. J. 4751, 
A. D. 38, which was the ſecond 


| Year of Caligula's Reign, and 


therefore many Years after the 
Death 
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Death of our Lord. There re- 
mains, then, no other Command- 
ment from the Kings of Per ſia 
to rebuild Jeruſalem, which can 
poſſibly ſerve for the Epoch of 
the 70 Weeks, but the Third 
only, which was given by the 
ſame Artaxerxes Longimanus to 
Ezra, in the 4th Year of his 
Reign, Ezra, chap. vii, ver. 14; 
which we ſhould make no Doubt 
of putting in the Year P. F. 4256, 
Bef. Chr. 458. But this too be- 
ing controverted, muſt firſt be 
proved more at large. 

Euſebius in his Chronicon (and 
from him Georgius Syncellus, and 
many of the Moderns) between 
 Xerxes and Artaxerxes has in- 
ſerted Artabanus for a King of 
Perfia. But all the antient Wri- 
ters, as Herodotus in his 6th and 
7th Book; Czefias in the Extracts 
of his Hiſtory preſerved in Photii 
Bibliotheca ; Diodorus Siculus, 
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lib. 11. Pp. 278; Juſtin, lib. 3. 
bang 5 Fo fephus, Antiqu. lib. 
r, c. 6, 29:::566;; (tho otherwiſe 
faulty KY in his Per/ian 
Chronology) unanimouſly make 
Artaxerxes Longimanus the im- 
mediate / Succeſſor of his Father 
 Xerxes. And they agree, that 
Artabanus being an Hyrcanian 
Officer of the firſt Rank and 
higheſt Truſt with Xerxes, hav- 
ing murdered his Maſter in his 
Bed, went directly the ſame Night 
to his youngeſt Son Artaxerxes, 
perſuaded him to believe that the 
Fact was committed by Darius 
the eldeſt Son, to revenge it upon 
him without Delay, and take the 
Crown himſelf. Artaxerxes there- 
tore began his Reign from the 
Death of Xerxes. The Beginning 
of FXerxes's Reign is not, as far 
as we find, diſputed, but that it 
was in An. P. F. 4229, and, as 
it ſeems, in the Spring of that 
R ET Tear; 
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| Year; becauſe Herodotus, | lib. 7. 
c. 4, inſinuates that his Father 
Darius Hyſtaſpis died juſt in the 
Time when he was ſetting out on 
an Expedition againſt the revolted 
Egyptians, and the Greeks too. 
Terres reigned, ſays Diodorus Si- 
culus, lib. 11, p. 278, more than 
20 Years, and was aſſaſſinated in 
the fourth Vear of the 78 Olympi- 
ad, when Lyſitheus was Archon at 
Athens. The fourth Year of the 
78th Olympiad begun with the 
firſt Full Moon after the Sum- 
mer Solſtice of the Year P. J. 
4-249: And Artaxerxes ſucceed- 
ing him, reigned 40 Years. Thus 
far Petavius, one of our ableſt 
Maſters of Chronology, goes with 
us; tho', for the Sake of his Hy- 
potheſis 5 the 70 Weeks, he has 
invented an 3 Epoch of the 
Reign of Artaxerxes, Docłr. 
Zemp. lib. 10, c. 25,) and tempted 
Uſher to another Device no better 

than 
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than his. Diodbrus Sit. again, in 
the 4th Year of the 88th Olymp. 
fays, Artaxerxes died then, after 
a Reign of 40 Years (lib. 12. 


þ. 319;) and Thucydides, in whoſe 


Time he died, that it was in the 
Entrance of the Winter of the 
7th Year of the Peloponneſian 
War; or about the End of Octo- 
ber, ſays Dodwel, that is, without 


queſtion, An. . 8 4289. Count 


then 40 complete Years back- 
wards, and perhaps a Month or 


two over, they muſt begin in the 


latter Part of the Year P. F. 
4249, as before: And that his 
Reign began in the latter Part 
of that Year, ſome time between 
the 5th and the gth Tewi/b 
Months, or between the former 
Part of Auguſt and latter Part 
of November, may again be col- 
lected from Ezra, ch. vii, v. 7, 8, 
and Nebem. ch. i, v. 1, with 
cb. ii, v. 1, compared together. 

” "© 
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So likewiſe Africanus, ap. Syn- 
5 _—_— b. 323, reckons the 20th 
of Artaxerxes to be the 4th of 
the 83d Olymp. The firſt then of 
Artaxerxes was the 4th of the 
78th Olymp. or P. J. 4249, as 
before; and his 7th Year, conſe- 
quently, began after Midſummer 
of the Year P. J. 4255 and the 
March of Ezra, in the Miſam, or 
March following of the ſame 7th 
Year, An. P. J. 4256. 

TERRE is indeed in the Com- 
miſſion recited, Ezra vii, x 2,-26, 
no expreſs Mention made of re- 

building Feru/alem, tho the 

Powers are very ample, and di- 
rectly include an Authority to 
ſettle the Conſtitution of Church 
and State: Yet Ezra himſelf, c. 
ix, v. 9, plainly intimates, that 
by Virtue of the Royal Mandate 
the Wall of the City was built. 
Of this Wall Nehemiah in the 
20th of Artaxerxes, with great 

Sur 


. 
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Surprize and Sorrow heard the 


News, that it was lately broke 
down by their Enemies, and the 
Gates thereof burnt with Fire, 


IVeh. ch. i, v. 3, which ſome have 


miſtaken for the. Deſolation ef- 


tected by WVebuchadnezzar. It 
appears that Ezra was then in 
Diſgrace, and that the Governors 
of the neighbouring Territories, 


being no longer in fear of his 


Credit and Power with Artax- 
eræes, took a Liberty, not unuſual 
with the Viceroys of Provinces 
at a Diſtance from the Sovereign's 
Eye, of tyrannizing their helpleſs 
Neighbours and Inferiors. We- 
hemiah the ſame Year obtained a 


Commiſſion to be Governor of 


Judea, repaired the City Wall, 
and ſtopped the Breaches in 5 2 
Days Time, Weber. vi, 15. For 
it is plain from many Paſlages of 
Ezra and Mebemiab, that the 
Wall of the City had been built 


before 
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before Mehemiah's Adminiſtra- 
tion;/ and that he with the Chiefs 
of the Nation did no more than 
repair it. The whole Army 'of 
Artaxerxes could hardly have 
built it from the F oundation | in 
ſo ſhort a Time. 01 
THESE { Prelivhindied being 
admitted, it will not be difficult 
to draw from Hiſtory a particular 
Expoſition and Diſtribution of 
the 70 Weeks, of which the An- 
gel has marked out three in- 
tegral Parts or Diviſions; namely, 
7 Weeks, 62 Weeks, 1 Week; 
and one Fraction, or Subdiviſion 
of Half a Week. 
By the Going forth of the Con 
mandment, ſays Petavius, is to 
be underſtood, the Going: forth 
of it to Execution. Ezra ſays, 
he aſſembled all the Jus, that 
were willing to leave Meſopota- 
mid, at the River of Abava, 
Boi, or Thera, hag ſome of the 
Greek 
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Greek Copies call it) and began 


his March from thence towards 


Paleſtine, on the 12th of Miſan, 


in the 7th Year of Artaxerxes's 


Reign, P. 7. 4256, Before Chriſt 
458, and arrived at Ferufalem 
after four Months Journey, on 
the firſt of A. The 12th Day 
of Miſan, that Year, was by the 
Jewiſb Computation the 20th of 
March. From this Miſan, this 
March of Ezrg's out of Meſopo- 
zamia, the 70 Weeks begin their 
Courſe. And this firſt Diviſi- 


on of 7 Weeks, or 49 Years, 


ends in the Year P. J. 4305, 
Bef. Chr. 409. In 7 Weeks (for 
the Senſe ſuppoſes theſe Words 
to be again repeated) the Street 

ſhall be built again, and the Wall, 


even in troublous Times, For 


within that Period of Time pro- 


bably Jeruſalem was filled with 
Houſes and Inhabitants, - (which 


before MVeherniah's Government 
a had 


the Neath of CHRIST. 127 
had been but thinly peopled and 
built, (Webern. ch. vii, v. 1 and 
well enough fortified againſt ſud- 
den Affaults, and the Ariſtocra- 
tical Conſtitution of the Nation 
in ſpiritual and civil Affairs was 
cftabliſhed: All which Vehemiah: 
might live to ſee compleated in 

36 Years from his farſt Arrival ; for, 
% ofephus lays, be lived, to. be an 
old Man. | 

Tux 62 Weeks, or 434 Years, 
which make the Second Diviſion, 
begin where the 7 Weeks end, in 
An. P. Fr 4305; and in them 
the latter Part of the 3 5th Week, 
or the three Years and a Half of 
the horrible Oppreſſion of An- 
tiocbus Epipbanes, which began 
An. P. J. 4546, and ended in 
4549, makes in our Account 
that Half-Week, mentioned in 
the Prophecy, ver. 27, wherein 
the Sacrifice and Oblation were 
to ceaſe. For as it has been al- 

ready 


- 434 Years, after which the Meſſiah 
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ready proved, that the Events of 


this Prediction are not deliver'd 
to Daniel in a chronological 
Order: So there is no Neceſſity 
that this Half- Week, | becauſe it 


is put laſt in the Angel's Meſſage, 
as being but a Part of a Week, 


ſhould ſucceed laſt in Time. We 


have choſen to aſſign it to the 
Time of Autiochus: Becauſe the 
Daily Sacrifice and Oblatiofi did 


then actually and really ceaſe for 


Half a Week, or 35 Years, as our 


famous” Uſher Has ſhewn at the 
Year P. J. 455 46, in his excellent 


Annäls: And becauſe there is no 
other Half-Week, beſide this, 


from the Return after the 


tivity to the Deſtruction of 
riſalem, wherein the Sachifice 
did actually ceaſe. Nor can a 


figurative Ceſſation be admitted 


here, where all the other Articles 
are literal.” Theſe 62 Weeks, or 


WAS 


the Death of CHRIST. 129 
was to be cut off, expire in the 
Miſan of the Year P. J. 4739, 
A. D. 26. His Death therefore, 
by the Angel's Declaration, was 
to be at, or immediately after 
that Ending of the 69th Week, 
and in the Beginning of the 
7oth Week; and his publick Ap- 
pearance, and Miniſtry, conſe- 
quently in the Year preceding, 

vis. P. J. 4738, A. D. 25. 
Tu remaining One Week, 
that is, the Seventieth, or the 7 
Vears next following our Savi- 
our's Paſſion, was that, in which 
a Covenant was to be confirmed 
with many of the Fewiſþ Nation. 
The Hiſtory of this Week we ſup- 
poſe to be ſummarily related in the 
Nine firſt Chapters of the A&s, in 
which we hear of many thouſand 
Fews and Jewiſh Proſelytes, that 
were converted, and entered into 
a Covenant with Chriſt, among 
them Paul, who was to be after- 
* K wards 
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wards the: Great Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles. They ſaved themſelves 
alone out of a perverſe Generation: 
But the reſt of the Nation, refuſing 
to hearken to that Prophet fore- 
told by Moſes. (ſee As, ch. iii, v. 
22.) — the Meaſure of 
rar Iniquities, and therefore at the 
End of this One Week, in the Year 
P. Fei $740». A; D. 33, were re- 
jected from being the People of 
God; and by We Fall, Salva- 
tion came to in 1 For 
it muſt be obſerved, that during 
the firſt Seven Years after the 
Death of. Chriſt, the Goſpel was 
preached to none but eus; the 
Gentiles were unclean in the Opi- 
nion of the Apoſtles, and not to 
be converſed with, till in the 8th 
Vear, according to Uber and the 
beſt Chronologers, Cornelius the 
| devout Roman Centurion was call- 
ed, and — the Firſt-F ruits 


TuI˙ 
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Tris Calculation of the 70 
Weeks of Daniel is not altoge- 
ther new and ſingular, as it may 
cem to be. Ferom, and ſome 

the moſt Learned of later ; 
Times concur with us, in fixing 
the ſame Beginning of them in 
Ezra's Commiſſion in the 7th 
Year of Artaxerxes. Anda jate 
Author deſervedly honoured for 
the laſt Work of his old Age, 
his Hiſtorical Connexion, ap- 
proves of this Beginning of them, 
tho' he affirms the Death of 
Chriſt to be in the End of them, 
and in the Year P. J. 4746. 
Whereas the expreſs Words of 
the Prophecy are, After 62 . eehs 
fall Meffiah be cut off, th at 1s, 
after the 434 Years, or, with the 
7 Weeks, 483 Years, which end, 
s he ſays, in the Year P. * 
Fe 39. He acknowledges the Ob- 
4 jection, and anſwers,” 7 That the 
* pen after, there,” cannot 
8 mean 


I 92, of the true Y ear 5 


mean, ſtrictly, the Time im- 
6 mediately after, but in a large 
« Senſe the whole next Week 


« following. For otherwiſe his 


Coming, and Cutting off, muſt 


« have happened at the ſame 
« Time, and no intermediate 


| © Space be left for his Miniſtry. 


« For in the Verſe preceding, it 
« is poſitively ſaid, That from 
ce the Going forth of the Com- 


„ mandment to reſtore and to 


e build Teru/alem, unto the 
« Meſſiah the Prince, ſhould be 
£ 7 Weeks, and 62 Weeks.“ 
Bur, with all due Reſpect for 
the Aſhes of that venerable Man, 
the Anſwer is not ſufficient for 


the Objection; the Words of the 


Prophecy are ſtill too expreſs 
and __” After 62 Weeks will 


ter 434 Years: Nor will the 
Word after, by any Art, be ex- 
| tended 
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tended to make 69 Weeks ſtand 
for 70 Weeks. Nor is there any 


Neceſſity, becauſe anto the Meſ- 
ſiah were to be 69 Weeks, or 


483 Years, and after 69 Weeks, a 


or 483 Years, he was to be cut 
off, that the 483d Year ſhould 
be rigidly taken for one indivi- 
ſible Point of Time, that admits 
of no Interval. It ſeems a more 
reaſonable Interpretation to ſay, 
that the Meſſiah's public Appear- 
ance was to be at the Beginning 
of the 483d Year, or in the 
483d Year P. J. 4738, and the 
Crucifixion at the End of it, 
P. J. 4739: That his Miniſtry 
therefore was to laſt but about 
One Year, and that conſequently 
all Hypotheſes which extend it 
to two, or three, or four Years, 
which ſome have done, are in- 
compatible with the ſtrict Terms 
of this Revelation. And ſo much 
for this antient and important 
KJ Declara- 
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Declaration. made by the Ange 
Gabricdl of the Time, when 5 
Meſhah was to be cut off; which, 
if, we have found the true Ex. 
plication of his Speech to Daniel, 
was Pre- -ordained by Heaven to 
come to pals in * the Year Z 7 
4739) of Rome 779, of the Vul. 


gar Era of Chriſt 26. 


5 Tis next. Thing to be 
egg, is, how far the Hiſtory 
of Jus confirms our Calculs- 
tion of the 70 Weeks, and proves 
the Correſpondence of the Event 
to the Prediction. Six Characters 
of the Time of his Baptiſm, and 
of his Death, are offer'd in the 
30. * 4 Lute... | 
7 I. T Har both were in the 
=_ Reign of Tiberius, and. both, or 
= his Bapeltſi 1 at Teaſt, in the 1 5th 

i BY. that Rig, | 5 
= . WHILE Pita "was . 
= - mor of Judd: — 


” 
7 1 


3. WII Ir 
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z. Warts Herd Antipas, 
808 of Herod the Great, was 
Tetrarch of Galilee and Perea : | 
he His Brother Philip Te- _ 
trarch of Huræa: Sa IH 
5. Lyſanias of Abilene + 
"0 WII E Annas and Caia- 
phas 95 Matthew and John ſay, 
Caiaphis only) were the High 
Prieſts. It is out of queſtion, 
that Chriſt died in the Time of 
theſe Princes; but none of theſe 
Characters w ill ſerve to point out 
N the e Vear of his Paſſion. 
For "Like, tho; AS he lays him- 
ts the Ne of his Goſpel, 
he had diligently enquired, and 
| gather” d from the Mouths of the 
Apoſtles all the Tranſactions of 
| the Life of Fe ſus from the Be- 
ginning, yet probably could not 
learn from them, or, if he had, 
would have told T heophilus and 
us, in What Year, it was of the 


Adminiſtration, of all theſePrinces, 
K 4 chat 
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that the Bap tiſt firſt came forth 
from his Solitude to preach, and 
Jeſus to be baptized,and to ſuffer, - 
as well as the Year of the Reign 
f Tiberius. But on theſe it may 
e proper to remark: 
1. Trar Tiberius began to 
after Auguſtus, Aug. 19, 
. 927 U 3.75% A. D. 
14; his 15th Year then began 
Aug. 19, An. P. F. 4741, U. C. 
781, If then the Baptiſm of 
Chriſt was in the Fanuary pre- 
ceding, and the Crucifixion = 
the Miſan following, P. 4/742," 
L. C. 782, which is the earlieſt 
Date of each, that Luke's Con- 
text according to the common 
Acceptation will admit : Even in 
that Caſe, 7eſus at his Baptiſm 
would be, if born but three 
Months before Hered's Death, 
(which yet is utterly improbable) 
enter d into the 32d Year of his 
| Age 3 but if born in An. U. 2 


747» 
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747, (as we are perſuaded he was) 
into the 34th Year. Or, on the 
other fide, if in An. U. C. 781, 
he was not enter'd iuto the 32d 
Year of his Age, he muſt have 
been born after Herod's Death, 
which was in March, An. U. C. 
750, contray to Luke's own Re- 
lation, as well as to Matthew's. 
So that theſe two Characters of 
the Time in Luke, That the Bap- 
tiſm was in the 15th Year, (or 
be it even in the 14th) of Tibe- 
rius, and That it was in the 3oth, 
or 31ft of Chriſt's Age, are ap- 

parently inconſiſtent with each 
other. Beſides, that the Time 
here aſſigned, if this 3d Chapter 
imports, that the Paſſion was in 
the 15th of Tiberius, and L. C. 
782, will by no means agree with 
the Time ſignified to Daniel by 
the Angel Gabriel, an Authority 

againſt which no human Teſti- 
mony howſoever reſpectable can 


5 
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be put in the Balance; and if 
the Death of Chriſt be ſet later, 
ſtill fo much the worſe. Whence 
that ever memorable Revelation 
of the 70 Weeks, has never yet 
been expounded to the Satisfacti- 
on of Fews or Chriſtians; and I 
may venture to ſay, never will 
be, ſo long as the Death of Chriſt 
18 believed to be in, or after the | 
15th of Tiberius, computed from 
the Death of ee 
Tu Learned therefore have 
been obliged to re-examine Luke's 
Reckoning of the Reign of 77 
berins; and they find that 7he- 
rius was by Aale, An. L. C. 
64, taken in to be his Aſſociate, 

or re in the Empire (Collega 
| Imperii, ſays Tacitus, Annal. lib. 
1, c. 3,) as truly and effectually, 
as Titus by F 4 paß. an;  Antoninis 
by Hadrian ; or Yerus by. Aure- 
ius, tho not perhaps With all 


the Forms and Titles, that were 
| "Wed - 
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uſed in after Ages. Yelleius Pa- 
zerculus, who ferved many Years 
in the Armies under Tiberius, in 
lib. 2, c. 121, gives us probably 
the very Words of the Senate's 
Decree for it, Ut æguum ei Fus 
in omnibus Provinciis, : Exerciti- 
buſque eſſet, quam erat ipſi Ru- 
guſto ; and marks the Time, by 
faying that this Power was given 
him, before his Return from the 
Wars in Germany to his Triumph. 
He went to | lea in the 
Spring after the Defeat of Varus, 
An. U. C, 763, returned po Bi- 
enniuim, ſays Suetonius, Tiler. c. 
20; that is, in the Beginting of 
the Year U.C. 765. The Decree 
therefore. was made the Year 
| dee C=.G 764, and three 
Years before, the Death of Au- 
guſts. Whence it follows, that 
thoſe in, the Provinces might 
juftly and reaſonably reckon che 
Beginning of Tiberiuss Reign 


Over 
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over them, from the Year. L. C. 
764, tho the Romans always 
computed it from the Death of 
Auguſtus in An. L. C. 7673 and 
lo Luke being a Syrian, is 
thought to have Ns ſuch a 
Year the 1 5th of Tiberius, which 
with the others would be but 
the r2th. It is confirmed by 
Clemens Alexandrinus, þ. 339; 
that ſome Writers had an earlier 
Epoch. of this Reign than from 
the Death of Auguſtus, ſince they 
| reckoned 26 Years, and upwards 
to it, in all, when the common 
Account was but 22, or 23 Years. 
See Pagi Appar. ad Crit. Baronii; 
and Pezron. His. Evangelique, 
Tom. 1. þ. 272. 

2. Or Pilate, Foſephus Antiq. 
lib. 18, P. 873, tells us, that He 
ſucceeded Valerius Gratus in Ju- 
dea, who from the very Begin- 
ning of Tiberius's Reign had 


been there 11 Le ears : P. 880, 
that 
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that Pilate continued there 10 
Years, and jo near to the End of 
his Reign, that being at laſt ſent 
away in Diſgrace, tho' he made 
all haſte to Rome, Tiberius was 
dead before his Arrival: and 
p. 890, that the Adminiſtration 
„, Gratus and Pilate zogether, 
laſted the whole Reign of Tiberius, 
which was 22 Years, 6 Months, 
and 29 Days; for he died Mar. 
16, L. C. 790. Take 11 Years 
for Gratus, (tho he might not 
perhaps ſtay out the whole 11th 
Year) there will remain 11 Years, 
and 7 Months, at the leaſt, for 
Pilates Time. Doubtleſs there- 
fore Joſephus writ, or, to be con- 
ſiſtent with himſelf, ſhould have 
written in p. 8 80, Judna, twelve 
Years, inſtead of i, ten, that 
he ſays Pilate governed Judea. 
3. Herod Antipas continued 
Tetrarch of Galilee till the Year 
U. C. 792, the third of Caligula, 
| : when 
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when he was depoſed and be- 
r 

4. His Brother Philip died in 
the Year U. C. 786, the 2oth of 
Tiberius, and che zyth from the 
Death of his Father Hero. 
5. Lyſanias too died before 

Titerius : - how long, we do not 
find; but only that, Caligula in 
the End of Moreh, An. U. C. 
790, immediately upon his Ac- 

ceſſion, gave to Agrippa the Te- 
trarchy of Lyſanias, Foſe Ye Pb. An- 

tig. Jib. 1 8, P. 897. 

TEE 6th Mark of the Time 
given by Luke is, While Annas 
and Caiaphas were the High 
Prieſts. Now it muſt be ob- 
ſerved, that there never were le- 
gally two High Prieſts at a Time. 
How comes it to paſs, then, that 
St. Lale ſpeaks of two? For, 
tho he was an Antiochian, he 
plainly, knew too much of Few- 
* xfairs, to call them both 

High 


— 
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High Prieſts by Miſtake. Gratus, 


a few Years before he left Ju- 
dea, had made Annas or Ana- 
nus High Prieſt; the laſt he 


made was Caiapbas, whom Pi- 


late found in Poſſeſſion of that 
Dignity. He is faid in John, ch. 


xi, v. 51, at the Time of the 


Reſurrection of Lazarus, that is, 


about January of the laſt Year 
of Chriſt, to be the High Prieſt 
of that Year, vis. P. J. 4739. 


(For ſo the Greek ſhould be ren- 
der d.) And again, when Teſwus 


was, apprehended as a Criminal, 
Fobn, ch. xviii, v. 13; where it 


remarkable, that, tho Caiaphas 


nas, his Father-in-Law, who. 


was the High Prieſt for that Vear, 


Feſus was conducted firſt to An- 
was to be High Prieſt the next 


Year ; (ſee Ads, ch. iv, ver. 6.) 
Theſe Things put together per- 
ſuade one to think, that the Ro- 


nam Governors had made the 


Office 
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Office almoſt regularly annual, 
and that Annas and his Son Saia. 
Phas, for ſome Time, had it by 
Turns; ſo that Caiapbas was 
High Prieſt in the Year P. + 
4737, when Pilate might come 
to ſucceed Gratus, Annas in 
4738, and Caiapbas again in 
4739, when he condemned our 
Saviour: And that Luke probably 
intending to ſignify, that the re- 
maining Part of his Hiſtory, from 
the Baptiſm to the Death of 
Chriſt, taking up little more than 
a Year, was tranſacted partly un- 
der Annas, partly under Caiapbas, 
had therefore named both for the 
High Prieſts. 
Now upon a Review of. all 
theſe Marks, which Luke in ch. 
iii, ver. 1, 2, has collected toge- 
ther, we may ſafely infer, that 
the Death of Chriſt was not ear- 
lier than the 12th of Tiberius, 
. 779 nor later than the 
19th 
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19th of Tiberius, U. C. 786; and 
| 2 all Appearance of Probability, 
that, if Lule meant that the Paſſi- 
on was in the 1 5th of Tiberius, as 
the primitive Fathers thought he 
did, he intended the ſame Year, 
which the Romans of old, and we 
now ſhould call the +ath of Ti- 
berius, L. C. 779, P. N 4739 


III. Bur tho! the Apoſtles 
might not perhaps take care to 
be ſo well informed in what Vear 
of the Reign of Tiberius, of He- 
rod, of Philip, &c. it was, that 
Fe ſus was baptized or ſuffer-= 8 
ed: Yet it is not at all likely, = 
or credible, that they ſhould not 
have known, pretty nearly, what 
Age their Maſter was of, when 
he .called them, and began to 
preach. Luke ſays, he was then 
about thirty : If he was born there 
fore in the Spring of the Year 
P. J. 4707, (as has been already 
ſhewn in the former Diſſertation) 
L he 
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he would be thirty Vears old in 
the Spring of the Year P. J. 4737. 
1 = was baptized either in the. 
Movember of that Year, accord- 
ing to Epiphanius, or in the 
January following of the Year 

7. 4738, according to ſome 
in the Time of Clemens of Alex- 
andria, and to the general Opi- 
nion of the modern Chriſtian 
Churches; he might very pro- 
perly be faid to be then about 
30 Tears old, agreeably to Luke 
ili, 23, when there wanted ſome 
Months to make him 31 Years old. 
Ix then it ſhall be proved, 
that his Death was in the ſecond 
Miſan after his Baptiſm, the 


Hiſtory of Chrift in all the Evan- 


geliſts, after a diligent Examina- 
tion, will be found to compleatly 
anſwer to the Prediction of Daniel, 
both in the Duration of his public 
Miniſtry for a Year only, and in 
the Determination of it by his 

Pathon 
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Paſſion in the Year P. J. 4739. 
The prevailing Opinion for many 


Ages, among the Men of Letters 
as well as the Vulgar, has been, 
that the Preaching of our Savi- 


our extended to four Paſſovers, 


that is, three complete Vears, and 
ſome added a few Months. But 
Queſtions of this Nature are not 
to be determined by Plurality of 


Voices, but by weighing of Rea- 


ſons. The Arguments which in- 
duce us to think that Chriſt ap- 
= 'd in Public but a Year, or very 


little more than a Year, are theſe: 
AM. Trar Luke profeſſing to 
give the Hiſtory of the Life of 


Jaſus, and eſpecially of that moſt 


pretious Part of it, when he went 
about his Father's Buſineſs, teach- 


ing and doing Good, aſſigns but 


two Epochs of it in all, that of 
his Birth, Chap. ii, and the other 
of his Baptiſm, Chap. iii, and 
mentioning no more, has with 
L 2 "Ren 
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Reaſon been commonly under- 
ſtood to comprehend, in the ſe- 
cond Epoch, his Death too with 
his Baptiſm, and both within the 
Compaſs of the ſame Year, or 
but few Months more. For it 
ſeemed abſurd to imagine, that 
Like would have taken ſo much 
Care to ſignalize his Baptiſm 
only, with . the Reigns of 
the Roman Emperor, and of all 
the neighbouring Princes in be- 
ing, when that Ceremony was 
performed, and at the ſame Time 
paſs in Silence, without any ſuch 
Characteriſms, his moſt important 
Paſſion, of ich otherwiſe Luke, 
as well as the other Evangeliſts, 
recites all the moſt minute Cir- 
cumſtances. To which may be 
added the Probability above men- 
tioned, that Luke named Annas 
and Caiaphas both for the High 
Prieſts, for no other Reaſon, but 
becauſe Annas was in that Office 
5 for 
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for the Vear P. J. 4738, in which 
moſt of the Preaching, and of the 
Miracles paſt; and Caiaphas for 
the Year 4739, in the firſt Quar- 
ter of which Chriſt raiſed La- 
garus from the Dead, and after- 
wards ſuffered, and 1 75 himſelf. 
2. Luke fays the Baptiſm, as 
well as the Death of Chriſt, was 
in the Time of Pilates Ad 
niſtration. Let it be ſuppoſed 
then, only for the preſent, what 
will be afterwards more fully 
proved, that his Death was at 
the Paſſover of the Year P. . 
4739, as Daniel's Prophecy re- 
quires it ſhould be: In that Caſe, - 
the Baptiſm cannot have been 
20 Months before the Crucifixion, 
becauſe Pilate came not to Ju- 
dea before the 11th of Tiberius's 
Reign, which began Aug. 19, 
An. P. FJ. 4737, and he was 
not there probably full, 18 
Months before the Final Paſſ- 
3 over. 
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over. Indeed the Words of Fo 72 
phus, Antiq. lib. 18, p. 873, do 
not allow Pilates Government to 
have commenced even ſo ſoon 
as P. 7 4737, but that his 
Predeceſſor Gratus continued dur- 
ing the whole II firſt Years of 
Tiberius, which ended Aug. 19, 
P. J. 4738, U.C. 778. But Jo- 
ſe phus, as well as moſt of the 
antient Hiſtorians, does ſo often 
ſpeak of the laſt Year as complete, 
when it was perhaps only, begun, 
that there is good Reaſon to in- 
terpret him ſo likewiſe in this 
Paſſage. A Multitude of Inſtan- 
ces of this Sort might be eaſily 
produced, but one may be ſufh- 
cient. In the 14th Book of his 
Antiquities, he relates the firſt 
Taking of Feruſalem by Pompey, 
naming the Con/uls of the Year 
UC. 691 ; and the- ſecond Tak- 
ing of it by Herod and Softus, 
on the fame D 8 of the Month, 
naming 
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| naming” the Conſuls of the Year 
U. C. 717, which, he ſays, was 27 
Years after the firſt ; and yet, by 
his own Account, it could not 
have been more than 26 Years 
and one Day. Nay, Petit quotes 
it for a Maxim of the Rabbzes, 
Dies unus iu Fins ws pro Anno 
numeratur. 
3. THAT Paſhge of Iſaiah, 
Chap. Ixi, ver. 1, 2, uit Chriſt 
' himſelf read in the Synagogue 
at Nazareth, and notified it to 
be then | fulfilled, The Spirit of 
; the Lord is pon Me, for he hath 
anointed me --- to preach the ac- 
5 ceptable Year of the Lord, was 
antiently thought, and ſeems 
now to fignify, that Chriſt was 
to preach but that one Year, in 
which God would accept of the 
Jewijp Nation, if they would re- | 
pent. It is confeſs d, that ſome _ wi 
interpret this Acceptable Year, of bag 
all the Time that paſſed from 
' ͤ— his 
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his Death to the Deſtruction of 
Feruſalem. But, tho' the Execu- 
tion of the Wrath of Heaven was 
ſo long delay'd ; the Condemna- 
tion and Rejecting of the Nation 
appear to have been decreed, 
upon the Cloſe of this Acceptable 
Year, and their Refuſal of the 
Grace then offer d to them. God 
had declared ¶ Deut. ch. xviii, ver. 
19, that whoſoever would not 
hearken to what that Prophet 
ſhould ſpeak in his Name, be 
would require it of him, and 
that Soul ſhould be deſtroy'd from 
among the People. The Baptiſt 
had ſtrongly intimated, that the 
Time of Acceptation was ex- 
ceedingly ſhort, by ſaying, The 
Axe was laid to the Root of the 
Tree. And Meſſiah himſelf paſs'd 
a terrible Sentence on thoſe Towns 
of Pale/tine, that did not receive 
the Diſciples he ſent; but ex- 
preſly on Chorgzin, Bethſaida, 
U pb Capers 
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Capernaum; (Matt. ch. xi, v. 21 
Luke, cb. x, v. 1 2;) on Jeruſalem, 

Matt. ch. xxiii, v. 37;) of which 
he pronounced at laſt with Tears 
of Compaſſion (Luke, ch. xix, 

V. 42.) That the Things, which 

belonged to her Peace, were then 
hid from her Eyes: And on the 
whole Nation, a little before his 
Paſſion, for killing the Son of 
the Lord of the Vineyard; (fee 
Matth. ch. xxi, v. 41; and ch. 
xxiii, v. 355 36.) From all which 
Declarations it may be conclud- 
ed, that the Time of Acceptation 
given to the Jewiſb People in 

| general (tho ſome would after- 

h wards be ſaved out of that per- 

verſe Generation, fs, ch. ii, v. 

40,) was therefore called the Ac- 

ceptable Year, becauſe it was | 
only that Year, in which he Bi 
preached Remiſſion of Sins, and 

God's Acceptance, and which 

ended with his Crucifixion. 

N : 4. Inn” 
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4. Tux moſt learned of the 
primitive Writers of Chriſtianity, 
and who lived neareſt to the 
Age of the Apoſtles, were 
moſtly perſuaded, that the Pub- 

lication = the Goſpel by Chriſt, 
and Confirming it with Mira- 
cles, laſted but one Year : Cl/e- 
mens of Alexandria, Stromat, 
lib. 1, p. 340; and lib. 6, p. 
658; Tertullian, contra Jude, 
Cap. 83 Origen, reg! Aexdi, Hb. 45 
413; eee. apud Georg ium 
Syncellum, p. 3 22, &c. Lactlau- 
rius, Inflat. lib. 4, c. 14; and be- 
fore them all in Time, Valentinus 
the learned Heretic, for he was 
oontemporary with Fuftin Mar- 
yr, in Epiphanius, Her. 5 1. And 

other Teſtimonies probably might 
be added to theſe, if we would 
enquire; for the Great Scaliger 
B 957; Vetußßiſſima eff O- 
pinio, Can. Iſagog. p. 309: And 
Hetavius, Meque paucorum, ne- 
| | que 
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que plebe iorum  Scriptorum foir 
hec Sententia, fed Doctrind & 
Autoritate præſtantiumm, * Jan? 
peruſe mum. | 
Ir we aſcend one Step 
liger, and conſult the oldeſt 
Writers, the Evangeliſts; in three 
of them, Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke, the Courſe of the Narra- 
tion will not allow us room to 
ſuppoſe, that Jeſus paſs d much 
above One Vear on Earth after 
he began to teach, or that he 
ſaw more than two Paffovers 
after his Baptiſm : The Other is 
not mentioned expreſly by any 
of them, perhaps becauſe our 
Lord, not having then begun to 
manifeſt his Miſſion and his 
Doctrine in Fudea, made that 
Journey privately, and without 
any Incident of great Fame: But 
it muſt be underſtood in them 
"ll about three Months after the 
Baptiſm, if that was in January. 
80 
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So that, if St. John's Goſpel had 
not been thought to ſay more, 
we ſhould never had Reaſon from 
the other three Hiſtorians, one 
of which was an Eye-Witneſs, 
to extend the Preaching of Chriſt 
beyond One Year. | 

Nay John's Relation, if read 
with Attention, will be found to 
comprehend the public Miniſtry 
of Teſus in little more than the 
Space of One Year. - For he cer- 
tainly ſuppoſes no more than one 
Summer, and one Winter, he de- 
{cribes the Paſſages of no more 
than two Paſſovers, (and in all 
Probability his original Text men- 
tioned no more than two), no 
more than one Pentecoſt, one 
Scenopegia, one Encenia, that is, 
all the Great Feaſts of one Year, 
and thoſe too in their natural Or- 
der, as our Saviour aſſiſted at them, 
excepting only that the Sixth Chap- 


ter ſeems to -be tranſpoſed from 
its 


its proper Place, and ſhould pre- 


cede the Fifth. The learned Petit 


has taken Notice of this Diſorder, 
or üs Tegriey, as he calls it, in 
the Courſe of the Narration; but 
believes it to be want of Method 
in the Author, Eclog. Chronol. lib. 


I, c. 12. We are rather inclined 


to think that the two Chapters, 
beginning both with the ſame 
Words, were antiently miſplaced ; 
and found this Opinion on theſe 
Conſiderations : 


1. Taz laſt Words of Chap. v, 


are ſpoke by Feſus in Jeruſalem ; 
the Words immediately following, 
in Chap. vi, ver. 1, without any In- 


troduction or Preparation, repre- 


ſent him paſſing out of Galilee 
to the eaſtern Side of the Lake 
of Tiberias; here is then no 
Connexion at all with the 5th 
Chapter; but a natural and evi- 
dent Sequel of the End of the 
4th Chapter, which left him in 

Galilee. 
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Galilee. Again, the 5th Chap- 
ter has the ſame Coherence with 
the 7th, as the 4th with the 6th. 
For in Chap. v, ver. 16, and ver. 
18, &c. Feſus in Feruſalem is 
reaſoning with the Jews, who ſeek 
to kill him: The 7th Chapter 
opens with his going thence in- 
to Galilee, becauſe thoſe of Ju- 
dea ſeek to kill him. But as 

the Chapters ſtand at preſent, the 
6th repreſents him teaching at 
Capernaum in Galilee: And yet 
the 7th, Chapter begins, After 
theſe Things Jeſus walked in Ga- 
lilee, as if he were juſt arrived 

there from another Province. 

2. THE Paſſovers, as the 
Chapters are now ranged, are 
multiplied beyond all Proba- 

bility. For chap. iv, ver. 45, Fe- 
fus appears newly returned from 
the Firſt Paſſover, and cures the 

Nobleman's Son of Capernaum: 

565 At the End of 9 Verſes _ 
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ch.v, v. x, he is gone back to 
the Second Paſſover, (as ſome 
reckon it); and nothing more is 
reported of him during all the 
Remainder of that firſt Year. 
From this imaginary ſecond _ 
over, chap. v, ver. I, when 

ſus healed the Cripple at the Pool 
of Betheſda in Feruſalem, to the 
Feaſt of Tabernacles, ch. vii, v. 


2, that is, according to the mo- 


dern Account, during all the 
ſecond Year, the third Paſſover, 
and half the third Year, he is 
ſaid to have worked a Miracle, 
the next Day taught in Caper- 
naum, and no more is ſaid of 
him for all the reſt of the ſup- 
poſed 18 Months. Now does it 
ſeem at all probable, that John, 
if he profeſs d to write the Hiſtory 
of Chriſt's public Miniſtry during 
the Space of about three Years, 
ſhould have omitted near two 


Years and a Half of that Time? 
3. IT 
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3. Ir appears from Matth. cb. 
xiv, v. 13; Mark, cb. vi, v. 31; 
Luke, ch. ix, v. 10; that Jeſus, 
immediately upon the News of the 
Baptiſt's Death, retired out of 
Galilee, which was Herod's Do- 
minion, to the Deſart of Bezh- 


 faida on the Eaſt Side of the 


Lake of Tiberias, which was un- 
der Philip his Brother, but a 
Man of more Juſtice and Hu- 
manity; and that the Multitudes 


following him thither too, he : 


multiplied five Loaves ſo as to 
feed 5000 Men. This ſame 
Miracle is related in John, ch. 
vi, V. 5. So that here comes in 
the firſt Notice of the Baptiſt's 
Death: And yet in ch. v, ver. 
35, Jeſus is at Jeruſalem, ſpeak- 
ing of the Baptiſt, as of a Perſon 
known to be dead ſome Time 
before, He was a burning, and a 


ſhining Light. Theſe apparent 


Inconſiſtencies, and Improbabili- 
| x 
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ties, are not tobe ſuppoſed to come 


from St. John himſelf, but from 


the Negligence of thoſe who had 
the firſt Keeping of his Writings, 
or thoſe who copied them: Since 
all of them, but one, are at once 
rectified by replacing the 6th 
Chapter before the 5th. But 
one Dirhculty even then remains, 
which has produced many more: 
The 4th Verſe of the 6th Chapter, 
in our preſent Copies, ſtands 


thus, Hy qu iyſus To Tao, J tel Y - 


daivv. And the Paſſover, a Feaſt 
of the Jews, was nigh. But it js 
hard to think, that Joby writ 
thus: He had ſpoke of the Paſſ- 
over, in ch. ii; if he mention'd 
it here again, would there be any 


need of his adding an Explana- 


tion of the Word? Therefore the 


judicious Gerard Voſſius in his 


Diſſertation De Amnnis Chriſti, 


would read it, H, A 3yſvs togln F*Is- 


alan, and a Feaſt of the Jews 
was nigh, leaving out v ava : 


And 
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And with great Reaſon. For cer- 
tainly all the antient Writers, 
who thought that Chriſt preach- 
ed but one Year, (and they are 
the antienteſt- and moſt eminent 
of all) never read v nagz in this 


Verſe: If they had, they muſt 
have reckoned this ra a Third 
Paſſover, as the Moderns have 
done, in the middle, between 
that mentioned in the 24 Chap- 


ter, and the final One in the 


1 8th, and conſequently. two Years. 
Preaching at the leaſt. Beſides, 
it is no where intimated, or ever 
ſuppoſed, that Chriſt aſſiſted at 
any ſuch Third Paſſover; which 
Failure, if there had been one, 
is not to be imagined of him, 


who fulfilled all Righteouſneſs, 


and was the perfect Pattern of 
Obedience to his Father's Law. 


Ts 74a, was probably a Marginal | 
Note of One, who thought to 


explain what Feaſt of the Jews 


Job meant ; and ſoon crept into 


the 


the Text here with as little Reaſon 


as it has in other Places, for Ex- 


ample, chap. ii, ver. 23; and ch. 
xix, ver. 14. | Whereas he in all 
Appearance e here, that 


that Feaſt was approaching, which 
Feſus, in ch. v, ver. 7, went to 


celebrate; and that is by Grill 
and Chryſo flom very juſtly p- 
poſed to be Pentecoſt. 

TRESE two Amendments be- 


ing admitted, the whole Progreſs 
of that laſt Vear of our Saviour's 


Life will be found to be orderly 
and diſt inctly related by John, 


with the ſeveral Journeys he made 


to Feruſalem, at the Great Feaſts 
of 19 52 Jes; beginning with, 

1 „ Paſſover, or 14th of 
Viſen, ch. it, ver. 13, which by 
our Computation fell that Year, 
F. J. 478, A N. 25, on Mon- 
day the 2d of April. 1 

2. THE Pentecoſt, or th of 


Swan, on I canchdan. the 23d 


of May, mentioned firſt in ch. vi, 
M 2 Der. 
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ver. 4, as nigh; and again in 
cb. v, v. 1; When Feſus went to 
it, and on the Sabbath following, 
May 26, healed the Cripple at 
Beibeſils | 

"42, t Scenopegia, or F caſt 
of Tabernacles on the 15th of 
Tiſri, anſwering to Thurſday the 
27th of our September, in ch. vii, 
ver. 14, in the middle of which 
Feaſt, or on Sunday the Zoth of 
September, Chriſt began to teach 
in the Temple. 

4. THE Encenia, or Feaſt of 
reconſecrating the Temple by Ju- 
das Maccabeus, and hated by 
the Jews ever after in Memory of 
it, on the 25th of Caſſeu, which was 
that Year Wedneſday the 5th of 
December, ch. x, v. 22. 

TAE Meſſiah's laſt Paſſover, 
at de was facrificeg, the 
Year following, P. 4739, which 
fell that Year on Friday the 22d. of 
March, _—_ iii, Sc. 


p IN 


the Death of Curr. 165 


In this manner the Hiſtory of 


John is cleared of Perplexity, and 
reconciled with: the. other Evan- 
geliſts; ſo that all the Four concur, 
in comprehending, within the 
Compaſs of one Year,or little more, 
all the public Tranſactions of our 


Lord, in Sermons, Miracles, Diſ- 


putes, and Sutterings. From 
whence it will follow, if Feſus was 


30 Years old, and was baptized, 


in January, P. 7. 4738, that he 


muſt have been put to Death ac- 


cording to the Prophecy of Da- 


niel, Au. P. J. 4739. 
e a Chronological Srhopfi 


of all the Goſpels compared toge- 


0 will ſet theſe Ti N in a fuller 


„„ 


thew = Jobn 3 the 
and regulating by their Relations, 
as much as may be, thoſe of Mark 
and Luke, and where apy Diffe- 
rence appears, the Majority is fol- 
lowed. M a r- 
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Marr HEW- 


c. iii, Ver. The Bap- 


tiſm, with a Declaration 


from Heaven, and Holy 
Spirit deſcending on 


Teſs 


C. iv. 1. Faſt of 40 Days, 


and Tem ptation. 


— 12. Jeſus hearing of the 
Bapti/?'s Impriſonment, 
returns to Galilze. 

— 18. Calls many Apoſtles. 

— 13. Removes with the 
Family to Capernaum. 


Ul 23, 24. Teaches in all 
tbe Synagogues of Ga- 
lilee, and heals all Diſ- 


tempers with a Word. 


— 25. 8 flock to 
him from Fugea, as well 
Galilee. 7 hs 

C. v, vi, vii. The Pirie 
Sermon on a Mountain 


near Capernaum. 


C. viii. 2. Returning he 


 cleanſes/a;Leper, 
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Mar. 


C. i. ver. 9. -11. 


— 1 2, * 
— 14. 


— 21. 


— 39. Not ſuffering either 


the Devils ejected, or 
the Perſons healed to tell 
of him. Ver. -25, 3 
43.45 

C. ili. 7, 85 222. 


S * 


ar Dang cuninn 16 


Lukk. 


C. iii. 9. 21, 22. 


C. iv. 1.— 13. 


* 


— 14. 


C. v. 2, 11. 
C. iv. 31. 


1 


— 35, -41, 44. 


C. vi. 20, 49. and C. x1, 
12. The Sermon abridg- 
ed. 


G. 


Jon. 


C. i. 32. The Baptiſt teſti- 


fies, that he had ſeen the 
Spirit deſcending on Fe- 


us, at his Baptiſm. 
43. Chriſt returns to Ga. 


Vile. 


—_ =g1. 


c n. 12. With the Family, 


and Diſciples, but ſtays 
not long there. | 


— 13. He goes up to the 


Firſt Paſſover after 
tim, Apr. 2. 


C. iv. 1. Returns from Ja- 


dea thro'Samaria; where 
ſeeing the People as ripe 
for 'the Goſpel, as the 
Fields for Harveſt, he al- 
ludes, At Sowing- Time, 
ye have a Saying, Four 
Months more, and Har- 
veſt comes; here they 
are both already ripe, a 
Crowd of Samaritans, 
being then probably in 
ſight, coming up to him 
with the Woman. So 
Ger. Voſſius, and Maldo- 
Nat. 


M 4 C. vil. 
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MarTHEw. 


— 5. Heals the Reman Cen- 

turion's Servant or Son, 

at Capernaum, with a 
Word, unſeen. 


— 4. And Peter's Mo- 
ther-in-Law. 

— 23. Silences a Storm on 
the Lake of Galilee. 

— 28. Gergeſene Demoni- 
acks healed. 

C. ix. 1. Paralytic Bed- rid, 

at Came, pardoned 

and cured. 

'— 9. Matthew called. 

— 11. Pharijees ſcandali- 
zed at his cating with 
Publicans ; and the Bap- 


it's Diſciples, ' becauſe 
thoſe of Jejus did not 


faſt. 

— 18. Fairus's dead Daugh- 
ter recover'd, and Blood 
Hae ſtopp d. 

C. x. The 12 lent out with 
Inſtructions. 

C. xi. 1. He excuſes his 
Diſciples for pulling the 
ripe Corn on a Sabbath. 


MaRx. 


_ 

C. iv. 37. 

C. v. 1. Called Gadarene. 
C. ü. 3. 


— 14. 


216. 


C. v. 22. Jairuss Family 
forbid to tell the Miracle. 


G. 9, 


. 


C. Xii. 


the Deatb of CHRIS r. 169 


Luxx. 


C. Vii. 1. 10. 


C. iv. 38. 
C. vili. 23. 
3 
C. v. 18. 


— 27. 
30. 


C. viii. 41. 


C. is; 


C. vi. 1. It was zy Tg- 


ggar˙ùãQm devTitomenre, - 
which could — 2 . 


than April. Philo de vita 


Mofis, lib. 2. ſays, Bar- 
ley and Wheat in that 


Country, are ripe at the 


Vernal Equinox, p. 530. 


16dorus of Peliſium lays, 


at the Time of the Few» - 


i/þ Paſſover. J Petav. 
Var. Diſſert. lib. 2. c. 11. 


Jon. 


C. iv. 45. The Son of Ba- 


8121x065 vis, ſome Officer 
of the Emperor's at Ca- 
. — healed unſeen. 

his Miracle, therefore, 
is by ſome reputed the 
ſame with that in Mat- 
ther, and Luke, 


MaTTaHEew. Maxx. 


L X11.19, On another S2. C. iii. 1. 
bath. he reſtores 8 wi- 
ther'd Hand. 
— 22. Recovers a 3 — 22. 
niac blind and dumb: 
Phariſees blaſpheme. 
46. his Mother and Bre- — 31. 
thren ſeek him. 
C. xiii. 1. He takes leave of C. iv. 1. 
Capernaum with the Pa- 
rable of the Sower. 
—54. Goes to Nazareth; C. vi. 1 
they believe not. 
C. xiv. 1. Herod having kill- — 14. 
ed the Baptiſi at Mac he- 
rus, near the Dead. Sea, 
ſoon after hears of Jeſus 
in Galilee, | 
—13. The Apoſtles re- —30. 
turn, and 7e/zs hearing 
of the Murder of the 
Baptiſt, retires out of 
Galilee to a Deſart on 
the Eaſt Side of the Lake. 
— 14. Miraculouſly feeds — 35: 
the 5000 Men, that fol- 
low'd him to his Retire- 
ment: Sends back his — 45 Towards Bagci. 
Diſciples, croſs the Lake. in Galilee. 1 


- 


— 25. About three in the c>+=48- wn 
Morning, he is ſeen walk- © 
ing after their Bark; tgjge . 
Moon being in the firſt -754 et d n 8) 
Quarter, in the laſt Week 7 © 
ot April. 17 3 ir $219 

C. xv. 1. Jeſus (aſter his "Ge vt. % A nave 


mn 


Return from the Pente- © 
coſt) being haunted by © 
Phariſees Spies from 


the Death of CHRIST. 171 
Luxx. | Jon v. 


E. 
C. xi. 14, 15. 


©. vili. 19. 5 — _ 


mY, 
4. b y 


C1 10: 
255 ix. 7. 


— 10. To the Deſart of C. vi. 1. A Feaſt of the 
that Bethſaida, which Jus being nigh. Here 
was in Gaulonitis, nam- then is the firſt Notice 
ed Julias by Philip the of the Baptiſt's Death. 
Tetrarch, ſee Fof. Ant. | TH ©? 
18. 2. ; | 1 , 

3 s 25. There was much Graſ⸗ 

t I the Place, which in 
Paleſtine is ready for 
Mowing in March, and 
| is quite ſcorched up in 
May. It was therefore 

before Pentecoſt, | 
— 19. Towards Capernaum. 


C. xvii. 11. Jeſus goes to- C. v. 1. Jeſus goes to 
wards Teruſalem, thro Teruſalem to the Feaſt 
Galilee and Samaria. (moſt probably Pentecoſt, 

- — 5. May 23.) reſtores a 
Cripple 


172. Of the Hue Tear of f 


MaTTHEw. 


C. xv. 21. Feruſalem, retires 
to the Confines of Tyre 
and Sidon, there heals 
the Daughter of a Phe- 


 nician Woman. 


— 29. Returns from that 
long Journey to the W2/?- 
Side of the Lake of Ga- 

— 32. lilee; feeds 4000 

en, and croſſes to Mag- 
dala, or Magedan, on the 
Eaſt Side. 

C. xvi. 13. Again he goes 
as far as Ceſarea Philippi, 
the moſt Northern City 
of Paleſtine; and asks, 
Whom do men ſay that 
Tom? 


th And there begins 


to predict his own Death 
in plain Terms. 


C. xvii. 1. The Transfigura- 


tion, on ſome Mountain, 
in thoſe Northern Parts. 


— 14. He xeſtores a Youth, 


poſſels d. 


C. viii 21. Being returned 


ito Capernaum, he ſettles 
the Diſpute, W Which of 
them was the greateit 
Man? 

C..... 2 having now 
finiſhed his Preaching in 
Galilee, goes to the Bor- 
ders of Fudea, From 


« 1.3 


Marx. 
C. vil. 24. 


— 31. Paſſing thro' the 
Borders of Decapolir. 


C. viii. 1. 
— 10. Or, Dalmanutha, 
near it. 


2 27. The Anſwer in Matt 


Mark, and Luke, is the 
ſame, That ſame ſaid he 
was John the OT WT. 


— 31. 
. ix. 2. 


— 17. 


— 30. He paſs'd thro' G- 
lilee, this Time, without 
ſtaying, and deſired not 
to be known. 


C. x. 1. He travels J 7% 
Figav loę cn, thro" 
the Country beyond 
Jordan, thence called 
Perea. 


hence- 


[- 


the Death of CHRIS. 173 
Luke. . Jokx. 


Cripple at Berb/aida on 
the next Sabbath | 
* —- 35. And there ſpeaks of 
the Baptiſt, as dead ſome 
Time before, He was 
a burning and a ſbining 
Light. © RT 


* 


E: ix. 18. 


mas 22, 


C. xi. 12, and 13, He is C. vii. 10. In September (for 
ſuppoſed to be in Peræa, the Scenopegia was nigh) 
Herod's Dominion, be- Feſus leaves Galilee final- 
"cauſe ſome Phariſees ad- ly, and teaches in Judea. 
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| hence- forward, he con- 
tinues in South-Paletine. 


* 


C. xix. 3. Anſwers the Pha- C. x. 2. 
riſees Queſtion, about the | 
Lawfulneſs of Divorces. 


— 12. Children brought — 13. 


— 
= B Dont 
— * — A — — R a y 


and bleſfled. | | 
— 16. How to attain eter- — 17. 
nal Life. 
= — 27. Ample Retribution — 2g, 
5 = - for Loſſes, on his Ac- 


1 count, promiſed. 


1 | | C. xx. 29. Paſſing by Je- — 46. 
. richo, to Feruſalem, he 

1 8 gives Sight to the Blind. 

* | Es 


C. xxi. 1. Enters publickly C. xi. r. 
into Feruſalem, on Palm- 
Sunday, Mar. 17. 
— 12. He drives a vaſt C. xi. 15. 
Number of Traders out 
e „ 
C. xxvi. 61. To the Jes C. xiv. 58. 
demanding a Sign, or 1 
Miracle, he anſwers, De- | 
ſtroy this Temple, and 
in 3 Days, I will raiſe 
it up, which was ſoon 
after alledged, as a high 
Crime againlt him. 


I 3 4 
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Luz E. 


C. vii. 31. viſe him to be — 14. 


gone, for Herod ſeeks to 
kill bim, which out of his 
own Territory Herod 
would not dare to at- 


tempt. 

C. x. 38. Martha, and Mary 
at Bethany, entertain 
him. 


C. xviii. 15. 
— 18, 


— 28, 


_—— 


C. xix. 28. 


C. xix. 45. 


Joux. 


In the middle of 
that Feaſt, which laſted 
a Week, or Sunday, Sept. 
30, he began to teach 
publickly, for the firſt 
Time, in Feruſalem. 
C. x. 22. At the Excenia, 
or Feaſt of Dedication, 
Dec. 5, the Fews at- 
tempting to ſeize him, 
he retires to Bethabara 
in Peræa, and ſtaid there 
ſome Time. At this 
Departure, probably, he 
made that Lamentation 
over Feruſalem, Matt. 
xxiii. 37. Luke, xiii. 34. 
C. xi. 17. Returns from 
Peræa, to Bethany, to 
raiſe Lazarus. 
— 54. Again retreats 
Ephraim, a Town about 
20 Miles North of Fe- 
ruſaiem. 
C. xii. 1. The Week before 
the Paſſover, comes back 
to Bethany. 


— 12. 


C. ii. 14. 


— 18. 


to 
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27. Is anointed by Mary, 
while ſupping at Simon's 
Houſe in Bethany. 
— 17. Thurſday Momiag, 
he is asked, and directs, 
where to prepare the 
Paſſover for that Even- 


1. Eats the Paſſover, 
and inſtitutes the Chriſ- 
tian Communion. 

— zo. Goes that Night to 
a Garden on Mount Oli- 
wet; is ſeized, carried 
to Caiaphas, and denied 
by Peter. 

C. xxvii. 2. Friday Morn- 
ing, Mar. 22, he is led 
to Pilate, and by his 

— 33. Order, crucified the 
lame Day. + os 
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C. xix. 18. 


— 28. 


. 


C. xxii. 7. 
xxiii. 1. 


C. vii. 37. 
— 19. 
1 
* 34+ 


C. 


Fuso this Sy nopſis it appears, 
ll that none of the four Sacred 
1 Hiſtories very ſtrictly purſue the 
1 

| 


Order of Time; but, as Grotius 
obſerves, on Lule ch. iv, v. 21, none 
l loſe Sight of it ſo often as Luke. 

if From all of them compared to- 
1 gether, it may be collected, that 

from the Baptiſm till after the 
Paſſover next following (which 

in Langiuss Computation was 
about 3 Months) Jeſus did not 
teach publickly. But from that 
Paſſover to the Feaſt of Taber- 

/ nacles, excepting a ſhort Excur- 
ſion to the Pentecoſt, he was 

. continually employ'd in illumi- 
nating all the Northern Part of 
Paleſtine; and from the Feaſt of 
Tabernacles to the End of his 

; Jeife, according to St. John, he 
did the ſame in the Southern ; 

tho' few Diſcourſes and Miracles 

of this latter Half-Year be re- 
corded, perhaps becauſe thoſe ip 

| 13 8 Judea 
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Judea were but Repetitions of 
what had been preached, and 
done before in Galilee. 


IV. Ir is obſervable, that in 
the Week preceding the laſt 
Paſſover of Chriſt, three of the 
Evangeliſts, Matt. ch. xxi, ver. 12; 
Mark, ch. xi, ver. 15 ; and Luke, 
ch. xix, ver. 45, relate that ex- 
traordinary Action of his driving 
the Money-Changers and Tra- 
ders of all Sorts out of the Tem- 
ple, which ſome Antients took 
to be one of the greateſt Miracles 

of his Life: But John alone, cb. 
ii, ver. 14, introduces it in the 
Firſt Paſſover after the Baptiſm. 
Some have fancied that Jeſus did 
it twice ; others, with more rea- 
ſon, believe it to be miſplaced in 
John. For it ſeems not at all 
probable, either that he did this 
more than once, or at any Paſſ- 
over before his laſt. It was ſuch 
THO "IN 2 a 
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a vigorous Reformation of an 


Abuſe, which the greedy Chief- 


Prieſts had permitted and eſta- 
bliſhed for ſome vile Profits of 


their own; and therefore carried 
with it a ſevere Reproach of their 


Corruption and Miſgovernment, 
which they would not eafily 
ſuffer; It was a high autoritative 
Act of prophetick Zeal, exerciſed 
upon a Multitude of Knaves, like 
which nothing had been ſeen in 
the Second Temple, with an ex- 
preſs Avowal, which he generally 
avoided to make, That he was 


the Son of God. Such a. Thing, 


thus publiſhed to twa or three 


Mwillions (for ſuch Numbers then 


came to a Paſſover) Would it 


have remained a Week unknown, 


or unpuniſhed ? Yet it is plain, 
that till after the Death of the 
Baptiſt, and conſequently after 
the Firſt Paſſover, neither Herod, 


nor many of Fig People wy 
heard 


the Death of CHRIST. 181 
heard of Ze/us: For the Fame of 
his Preaching induced both to 
imagine, that Jeſus was only 
John revived. Nor is it likely, 
if he had thus ſignally mani- 
feſted himſelf, that he ſhould 
ever after charge all that ſaw 
and felt his Miracles, and even 
his Diſciples (Matt. xvi, 29.) not 
to tell, what he had owned, that 
he was the Chriſt. - 
BxESID Es, If he had at this 
_ firſt Paſſover diſplay' d his Miſſion 
with Power, by routing that 
Rabble of Cheats out of his Fa- 
ther's Houſe; would his own 
Brethren, fix Months after (John, 
ch. vii, ver. 3.) inſultingly bid him 
leave Galilee, where he was loſt 
to the World, and go ſhew him- 
ſelf at the „ and work 
his Wonders upon that great 
Theatre, as if he had never ap- 
peared, openly, there before? 


Would the Chief-Prieſts have ac- 
ä culed 
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cuſed him (Luke, ch. xxiii, ver. 5.) 
of having begun from Galilee, to 
pervert the People with his Doc- 
trine, if he had before that in 
FA pert freely cenſured their 
ſale-Adminiſtration, publickly 
called himſelf the Son of God, 
which they ¶ Matt. ch. xxvi. v. 65 ) 
ſaid was Blufphety, and added 
thoſe criminal Words, Deftroy 
this Temple, and in three Days I 
will raiſe it up again? More 
might be added: Put che con- 
curring Teſtimonies of Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke, do fufficiently 
authorize us to believe, that this 
Chacing away the Traders from 
the Temple, is by John deſcribed 
out of Time, and ſhould be in- 
ſerted in the Week of the Paſſion. 
What follows on this Occaſion, 
in Jobn's s Own Hiſtory, is a Con- 
firmation of this Concluſion. 
The Jews demanding ſome Proof 


of his being commiſſioned by 
Heaven, 
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Heaven, to correct their Diſorders; 


he (perhaps with a Turn of bis 


Finger pointing to his Body) an 
ſwers, Deftroy this Temple, an in 
three Days T7 will raiſe it up a 
gain. But the Fews andeviitind- 
ing by this Temple the ſtately Fa- 
brick; in which all this paſt, re- 
ply, Forty fix Tears has this Tem- 
ple been in building (for ſo it 
ſhould be rendered) and wilt thou 
rear it up in three Days? Now 
thoſe that returned from the Cap- 
tivity, in the Year P. J. 4178, 
finiſhed the Building of the Se- 
cond Temple (according to Ezra, 
cb. vi, ver. 15.) in the ſixth Year 


of Darius -Hyftaſpis, P. J. 4199, 


that is, within 22 Vears from the 
Beginning of the Work at the ut- 
moſt Computation. The TFews, 
therefore, could not mean that 
Building of the Temple by Zoro- 
abel, but the other great Aug- 
mentation. of the Temple itſelf, 
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and of all its magnificent Out- 
Buildings, which was begun by 
Herod the Great, and tho' con- 
tinued at a prodigious Expence, 
with 18,000 Workmen, was not 
finiſhed ( (fays Foſephus, Antiq. lib. 
20. c. q.) till about 5 Years be- 
fore its Deftrugion. Herod begun 
this Work the Year that Au- 
guſtus viſited Fudea, An. U. 6 
734. P. J. 4694, and the 18th 
of his own Reign from the Death 
of Antigonus. ( Joſ. Ant. lib. 1 5, 
P9779 Dio, lib. S,. 602.) 
The 46th Year, reckoned from 
this Epoch, was U. C. 779, P. J. 
4739, the very Year in which, 
according to Daniel's Prophecy, 
the Meſſiah was to be cut off. 
This Reply, therefore, of the 
Zews, in John, proves, that theſe 
Things paſt, not at the firſt Paſſ- 
over * the Baptiſm of Chriſt, 
but at the laſt, and in the laſt 
Work of his Life, agreeably to 
| the 


the Death of CHRIST. 185, 
the Relation of Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke: And ſhews, at the 
ſame Time, that the Death of 
Chriſt being in the 46th Year of 
Herod's Building, actually came 
to paſs in that Vear P. J. 4739, 
which had been foretold to 
Daniel. 


V. ANOTHER diſtinguiſhing 
Mark of the Year of the Death 
of Chriſt, is that he ſuffer'd on 
a Friday, which, according to 
John, was that Year the Day of 
the Jewz/b Paſſover. And here . 
it might be preſumed, that we 
need only take the Fewiſh Me- 
thod of calculating their Year, 
publiſhed of old by Rabbi Samuel, 
and lately by Scaliger in his Ca- 
nones 1ſagogici, and by the Help 
of it trace out, in what Year of 
Tiberius's Reign the Jewiſh Paſſ- 
over fell on a Friday. But not 
only Petavius, in the TON of his 


Oppoſi- 


186 Of the true Trar of 
Oppoſition to Scaliger ſays, it is 
not certain what Cycle of Years 
was in Uſe with the Fews in the 
Time of Chriſt, when, and how 
often they intercalated a Month, 
and whether they did not rather 
determine their New-Moons by 
the Phaſis, than by any Aſtrono- 
mical Tables; Do#@. 8 Tom. I, 
P. 156, 177: But many others 
too of great Name, and more 
Candor, have believed the laſt, 
becauſe it is aſſerted in the Tal- 
mud, and by many of the later 
Rabbies. Hence it is become 
neceſſary to clearly eſtabliſh, if 
poſſible, the Antiquity of the 
Fewiſh Manner of calculating 
their Year, before it can be 
brought to aſcertain the Epoch 
now in queſtion. 
I. Galen in his Comment on 
I. Epidemiorum Hippocratis, pro- 
F poſing to ſhew, by an Example, 
| that it is much more difficult in 
| | 3 
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a Lunar Year, to aſſign the Days 
of the Cardinal Points, than in a 


Solar Year, ſays: © They in Pa- 


cc 


q 
cc 
cc 
Cc 


leſtine make uſe of a Lu- 


„ nar Year conſiſting of twelve 


Months, amounting in the 
Whole to 354 Days; and a 
Month, or the Space from one 
Conjunction of the Sun and 
Moon to another, being 29 
Days and 12 Hours, they make 
them alternately one of 2, 
and the other of 30 Days. 
Theſe Nations therefore, as ſoon 
as the Days deficient in the 


YA 8 Years amount to a 


Month, are obliged to inſert 


a Month extraordinary: And 
that the Afronomers, and 


particularly Hipparchus, had 
taught them when to make 
this Intercalation.“ This ſhort 


Deſeription of the Jewiſh Year, 
agreeing entirely with that of 
Scaliger, proves that it had 


been 
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been in Practice before the Reign 
of Antoninus Pius, and probably 
much earlier. 
2. Scaliger in his Canon. 1/a- 
geg. P. 222, quotes the Fewifh 
Rabbies affirming out of their 
antient Memorials, that Hippar- 
chus had determined the Revo- 
lution of the Moon to Minutes 
and Seconds, and that his Lunar 
Month agreed exactly with that 
of their Rabbies, being 29 129, 
44, 3. Whence, he adds, it 
appears that the true Lunar 
Month of Hipparchus was grown 
into Uſe with the Fews, before 
the Deſtruction ot Feruſalem. 
And Petavius in Doc. Tem. Tom. 
1, b. 157, 158, admits, that the 
Rabbies do claim Hipparchus's 
Corrections of their Kalendar. 
- 9. Aben Ezra, one of the moſt 
eſteemed and ableſt Rabbies, in 
his Comment on the 1 2th chap. 
of ng lays, that Rabbi Sa- 


muel, 
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muel, who publiſhed the Form 
and Cm of the Fewifþ 
Year, with a Cycle of 19 Years, 
fill in Uſe among the Jeu, 
knew: very well the true Time 
of the Cardinal Points of the 
Year : But that he had choſen 
the Method, which was at that 
Time the neareſt to the Truth, 
and was the moſt expeditious for 
Uſe: That nevertheleſs in Men 


 Exra's Time, the true Equinox 


differed from that of Rabbi Sa- 


amuel by nine Days and more, 


Petav. Uranolog. . „ Grin 


Day is loſt in about 130 Years, 
and Aben Ezra writ about A D. 


1190; count backwards there- 
fore nine Times 130 Years, for 


the Days ſo loſt, and Rabbi Sa- 
muel's Computation will be found 
to take place as high as the Birth 
of hit, 


4. SoME learned Men "wk : 
made a Doubt, what Sort of Cycle 


WAS 
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was in Uſe, among the Fews, about 
the Time of our Saviour, whether 
one of 8 Years, of 16, of 19, 
or of 84. But we Nee an ex- 
preſs Feſtimony that it was the 


Cycle of 19 Years, in Euſeb ius, 
Hi,. Eecl. lib. 3. ch. 3a, in a 


Fragment there cited from a Book 
about Eafter, writ A. D. 276, 
by Anatolius Biſhop of Laodicea 
in Syria, whoſe general Learning 
and l in Afronomy Eufebius 
extols. And Anatolius there 
profeſſes to take his Account of 
the Time' of the Paſſover from 
the antient Jews, and particularly 
from the famous Ari/obulus Con- 
temporary with the two firſt 
MM 
5. Bur one of the” plaineſt 
Proofs- of the great Antiquity of 
Nubhf Samuels Method, is, that 
it anſwers punctually to the Dates 
of Facts, in the Jewiſß Hiſtory, 
before the Deſtruction of the 


Second 
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Second Temple. Of which, two 
Examples may be ſufficient Evi- 
dence; | Fobannes Hyrcanus be- 
coming Tributary to Antiochus 
Sidetes King of Syria, and march- 
ing with him david the Par- 
thians, after one Victory over 
them near the River Lycus, (pro- 
bably that in Syria, prevailed 
with Antioc bus to ſtop his March 
for two Days, on Account of a 
certain National Feaſt of the 
Jeu: Fo er quotes this from 
Micbolas of Damaſcus, Ant. lib. 
13. cb, 16, and adds, that he was 
in the right, for Pentecoſt that 
Year was on a Sunday, or the 
next Day after the Sabbath. Now, 
according to the Calculation of 
Nubbi Some, in the Year H. N 
45 80, which was the firſt Year 
of Antiochuss War with the 
Parthians (for it laſted ſeveral 
Years, and for want of obſerv- 
ws _ Tetanus blunders, and 
deſerves 
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deſerves all the Reproaches he - - 
gives to Scaliger, Doct. Temp. lib. 
2, P. 154.) the Jewiſb Pentecoſt 
fell on a Sunday, May, 29, Dom. 
Let. B: The other Inſtance is 
in that laſt dreadful Year of the 
Zewiſh State, when, according to 
their Chronicle, called Seder 
Olam, before cited, the Deſola- 
tion of the Second Temple fell 
on the Fewiſh Sabbath the gth 
of their Month Ab, which is ſtill 
marked in their Kalendar for a 
. Faſt for the Deſtruction both of 
their firſt and ſecond Temple. 
And by R. Samuels Computa- 
tion, the firſt of Miſan in the 
Year P. J. 4783, A. D. 70, was 
March 31; the firſt of A was 
Friday the 27th of July; and the 
9th of & conſequently was Sa- 
turday the 4th of Auguſt. 
Bur R. Samuels Computa- 
tion, tho never ſo well proved, 
will be no way ſerviceable to our 
Chrono- 
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Chronology, if it be;true, what 
many affirm, that the Fews, before 
. the 0 of Feruſalem, al- 
ways begun their Months, only 
from the firſt Sight and Appear- 
ance of the Moon after its Con- 

F junction with the Sun. Petavius 
in Do@. Temp. lib. 2, c. 27, gives 
aus out of 4 Talmud, and Mai- 

' monides, the Method of obſerving 
and delaring a New - Moon: That 

1 5 Men of approved Fidelity, 
atchfulneſs, and quick Sight, 

were carefully choſen by the San- 
bee, and ſent to the higheſt, 
Mountains near Jeruſalem to 
watch for . the New-Moon, on the 
29th Evening after the preceding 

5 New-Moon. It they law it then, 
it was preſently . and de- 
clared to be. ſanctified: If the 
next Day, that Month had 30 
Days: And if the Sanbedrin 
Fel all the Zoth Day in vain, 


and heard no News df the Moon, 
| O the 
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the 31ſt Day was of Courſe the 
 New-Moon. Upon the Reſolution 
of the Council, Couriers went 
every Way to notify the appointed 
New-Moon, to the Diſtance of. 
ten Days Journey. l 

Tx 1s Hort Account of the 
Ceremonial of regulating a New 
Moon, carries with it ſo much 
Abfurdity, as well as Superſtition; . 
that it Taiſes our Wonder, how 
this found Credit with ſome Ju- 

dicious Writers, who deſpiſe many 
bother Fables of the fame Authors : 
Eſpecially fince no antient Greek 
or Latin Writer is produced to 
Warrant the Tale, except one 
anonymous Forger of a Piece 
called the Preaching of Peter, 
from whom Clemens of Alex- 
andyia, Stromat. lib. 6, p. 63 5, 
Meh a Paſſage not Wörth the 


Repeating; which only proves, 
_ Far Tmpoſtor Hated the Jews, 


— — On —— — AI PII Ss re 
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but knew little of them. Yet 
ſince this Account of the Tal- 
mudiNts has been countenanced 
by the moſt_ learned Chriſtians, 
it 50 be examined. 
5 1 is to be obſerved, that 
* If, 18 10 conſtant and general Tra- 
dition among the 2 them- 
ſclves, that the New-Moons were 
antiently determined by the Sight 
but many of them diſpute — 
deny it. Scaliger Can. Jageg. 
1 Their oldeſt Writers 
knew it Hot; but on the con- 
trary Philo, /i6, 3, De Vita Mo- 
Ain tells us, That Moſes appointed 
the Paſſover to be kep t on the 
14th Day of Miſan, 5 the 
Moon's Orb would 'be near to 
being Full: Whereas on the I; 4th 
Day from its firſt A ppearance, 
the Moon le be paſt the Full. 
And Jose 2 us, that it was to be 
kept on the 14th Day xala ch 
or the 14th Day of che Moon's 3 
9 2 Age 


the Moon upon the 29th Day, 


8 not 985 its Appearance, „ | 
lib. 3. ch. 10. 


2. IT ſeems not very proba- 
ble, that the Vouchers of this 


Tradition, being Jews of Fg ypt 
perhaps, or Barbary, or Spain, 
who lived 500, or 1000 Years 


after Chriſt, ſhould know the 
Detail of the ſuperſtitious Cere- 


monies practiced ſo many Ages 
before in Judes. 

3. IT is well enough known, 
that to us in Europe, the en- 


lightened Part of the Moon does 


not appear within 18 Hours after 


its Conjunction with the Sun, 
that is, at the ſooneſt, on the 3oth 
Day from the former Conjunction, 
lays Geminus, and {ſometimes two 
Days after it. How could thoſe 
of Feruſalem ever {ce it on the 
29th ? 
4. Bur if it were bollible 
that they ſhould ever have ſeen 


it 
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it had not been the New-Moon, 
but the Old ; for it would have 
been 12 Hours, at leaſt, before 
its Conjunction with the Sun. 

5. Ir therefore the Length of 
their Month were really regu- 
lated by the Phaſis of the Moon, 
they would never have had a 
Month of 29 Days, as Galen 
affirms, and all Jews agree they 
. Tom 
6. Bur grant that thoſe of 

Feruſalem kept the right New- 
Moon Day ; none, but thoſe that 
dwelt near, could keep it with 
them: All at the Diſtance of a 
Day's Journey, would have loſt 
a Day, before the News could ar- 
rive. It is added, that ſome of 
theſe Moon-Couriers went ten 
Days Journey from Jeruſalem: 
Whither bound, would be hard 
to ſay. For the remoteſt Part 
of the Jewiſh Dominions was not 
120 Miles from Feruſalem. 

p 
SR . 7. Ir 


'4 
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7. Is the Months begun ſo 


uncertainly, as this Tradition ſup- 


poſes, the Accompliſhment of 
4 could not be limited 
to any certain Day; and the 
fixed Feaſts would all be move- 
able to a Day ſooner or later, ſo 
that the Jews in foreign Parts 
could never be ſure of celebrating 
them with their Countrymen at 
home. 


8, AND beſide all . theſe Ob- 


jections; there Was another Rule 


of the Jewip Prieſts, which Sa- 
liger affirms, Can. Lag: Pp. 228, 
309, to have been in Uſe long 
before the Ruin of the Second 
＋T eme; and it ſeems indeed to 
have been the Lavention of proſ- 
perous and luxuricus Times, call- 
ed Tranſlatio Perie, or Carrying 
over the New-Moon of Tiſri, or 
Miſan, to the Day following, 
whenever that of 7iſri would na- 
turally fall on a a Sunday, Wed- 

| neſday, 
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neſday, or Friday, or that of 
Ni/an, on a Monday, Wedneſday, 
or Friday, in order to prevent the 
Burden of two Holidays coming 
together. This Method of tranſ- 

ferring the Neuen is utterly 


beging g che Months from. the 
Sight of the Moon. Both could 
not ſtand together, and be in 
Practice at the fame Time. The 
Moon's firſt Appearance could 
not be adjourned, tho the F eſti- 
val might, at the Prieft's Pleaſure. 
Theke Reaſons have brought me 
to the Concluſion, which the ac- 
curate Father Tillemont makes in 
his Memoires Eccl. Tom. 1, p. 462, 
that if all the Rabbies were una- 
nimous, (as they are not) in affirm- 
ing that the Fews about Chriſt's 
Time, did not begin their Months 
but from the Sight of the Moon, 
they would — deſerve to be 
1 VVV 
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Arrzx this long but una- 
voidable Digreſſion, to prove the 
Antiquity and Expediency of 
Rabbi Samuel's Computation, by 
which we would aſcertain the 
Times of the Jewiſb Hiſtory be- 
fore the Ruin of Fery/alem; let 


us return, and apply it to the 


preſent Queſtion concerning the 
Year of the Death of Chriſt. It 
is a ſignal Characteriſtic of that 
Year, and what diſtinguiſhes it 
from all others about that Time, 
that he ſuffered on that very 
Friday, which the Chiet-Prieſts 
kept as the Day of the Paſſover. 
Now the 7ewi/b Paſſover fell on 
a Friday, Mar. 22d, in the Night 
of which was the Yernal Equi- 
non, in the Twelfth of Tiberius 
Cæſar, Aire Vulg. 26, U. C. 779, 
P. J. 4739, the very Year, which 
by other Arguments has already 
been proved to be that of the 
Paſſion. It fell, indeed, again 


"ON 


£ 


the Death of Cantor! 201 


on a Friday, April 3, in the 19th 5 
of Tiberius, A. D. 33, and in 
no other Vear beſide theſe two, 
from A. D 25, to A. D. 34, as 
will appear, whether the Fewiſb 
Paſſover be calculated by the 
Tewifh Kalendar, or by the mean 
Motions of the Moon. If there- 
fore the Death of Chriſt was in 
any Year of that Interval, as all 
agree it was, it could not have 
been but in A. D. 26, or A. D. 
33. Scaliger has choſen the latter, 
becauſe it is the only one after 
the 1 5th of Tjberius, wherein the 
Paſſover could be on a Friday; 
and many have been led by his 
great Authority. But they ought 
to have obſerved, that Scaliger 
| bimfelf was not at all ſatisfied 
in this Opinion; he ſaw inſu- 
perable Dithculties in putting the 
Crucifixion ſo late as A. D. 33: 
For it obliged him to extend the 
Preaching of Chriſt to 4 Years 
1 
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and 5 Paſſovers, for which, he 
OWNs, there was no F oundation. 
| Quia neque Demonſtratione, ne- 
que Hiftoria nititur, Reprehenſi- 
oni obnoxium eff Ttaque qui 
certius demonſtrare poterit, mag - 
nam a nobis iniverit Gratiam. 
Yet Uber, and all who place the 
Nativity in An. P. F. 4709, and 
the Paſſion in P. J. 4746, with 
Scaliger, muſt depart ſtill farther 
from Scripture than he, and make 
- the Preaching laſt 6 Years and 
7 Paſſovers, beyond all Credibi- 
lity. If therefore the former No- 
tion could not be defended, the 
latter will not need to be con- 
futed. It remains, then certain 
that the final Paſſover of our Sa- 
viour's Lie muſt have been, as 
is faid before, on Friday, March, 
— ß 4730, 0. G 
779, Anno Fuliano 71, Iſt Year 
of 201 Oiymp. 
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TB New-Moon of that laſt 
Wi i//an was by publick Appoint- 
ment Saturday, March 9, and 
the 14th, or the Day of the Paſſ- 
over therefore Friday, March 22. 
It was ſo by Appointment ; For 
the true New-Moon was Thurſ- 
day, March 7th, in the Afternoon, 
which would begin to be cele- 
brated by the Jews the ſame 
Evening (the ewiſb Days begin- 
ning and ending at Sun- Set) and 
be called the 8th. And the Paſſ- 
over, in Conſequence, would na- 
turally be kept on Thurſday 
Evening, March 21ſt. Accord- 
ingly we find the Diſciples took 
it for the legal Day of Paſſover, 
when they 9 their Maſter's 
Directions where he would cele- 
brate; the Landlord of the Houſe 
had prepared for it with the ſame 
Thought: Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke expreſly ſignify it to be 
the right Day, and that Chriſt 
him- 


= 


204 Of the true Tear of 

himſelf kept that Day his. Paſſ- 
over, and called it ſo. But the 
Chief-Prieſts, to prevent Miſan 
from beginning on a Friday, 
transferred the New-Moon of the 
preceding Ti/r;, from the 11th 
to the 13th of September, which 
in Courſe brought the New- 
Moon of Ni/an to be Saturday, 
March 9, and the Paſlover to be 
upon the Day of the Full-Moon, 
which ought to have been the 
Day before it. Here, then, is a 
plain Inſtance of the Tranſlatio 
Feriæ beforementioned, an Inno- 
vation that ſeems to have been 
then but lately begun, becauſe 
it was not univerſally ſubmitted 
to. But we learn from John, 
that the Chief-Prieſts went by it, 
kept their Paſſover that very 
Evening that Chriſt expired, 
March 22, and reckoned it for 


the 9 of Vi 15 0s 
A 
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AND that this laſt Friday, the 
Day of the Paſſover, and = the 
Paſſion, was March 22, and 


therefore that this great Event 
can have been in no other Vear, but 


that of P. J. 4739; is confirmed 


by a ſynodical Epiſtle of one of 
the oldeſt Councils of Chriſtia- 
nity, aſſembled at Cz/area in 
Puleſtine, upon the Queſtion of 
keeping Eaſter, about A. D. 195, 
under the Direction of the famous 
Theophilus, which is mentioned 
by Euſebius, Hift. Eccl. lib. 
ch. 23, and cited by Bede in 
Opuſc. de Aguinoctio, athrming 
the Crucifixion to have been on 


the 11th of the Kalends of April, 


according to the Roman Stile, 


or March the 22d. This ſeems 


to be, after the Golpels, the moſt 


authentic Teſtimony, that can be 
required: And Fo it wanted an 

Confirmation, ſeconded by 
that of Tertullian, the moſt an- 


tient 
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tient of all the Latin Fathers, 
and inferior to none for Piety 
and Parts; who in his younger 
Days writing againſt the Fews, 
in ch. 8, had ſet the Death of 
Chrift in the 1th of Tiberius 
from the Death of Auguſtus. But 
afterwards, when he publiſhed the 
third Edition of his Books againſt 
Marcion, A. D. 207, being older, 
and dene fende, he agel 
that Date, or elſe interpreted 
Linke, as we do, to mean the 


E 


tul- 
lian 


the Drath of Enn IST. 20% 


lian maintaining the Copies of 
Luke then publickly uſed to be 
uncorrupted, ſays himſelf, lib. X, 
be 7 78 a  Duodecimo 
Tiberii revelatus %; which in 


him, who believed, as moſt of 
that Age did, that the public 


Miniftry of Chriſt laſted Nas | 
a Yer. ſignifies that Chriſt ſuf- 
fered as well as preached in the 
Twelfth of Tiberius. The Com- 
mentators indeed put this into 
the Catalogue of Tertullian Er- 
rors. How far the Arguments 
before alledged will juſtify his 
Aſſertion, is left to the Reader's 
Deciſion. We think it ſufficient, 
that one of ſuch Antiquity, + 
Knowledge, and Authority has 
athrmed the Point. 
BEFORE we quit this Subject, 
one Reflexion may be added by 
Way of C orollary; That if the 
Time of Chriſt's Death be ſuffi- 
ciently proved, it muſt pretty 
| nearly 
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nearly indicate ihe Year of his 
Birth to be that, which has been 
aſſerted in the other Diſſertation. 
If he was crucified in March, 
An. P. * 4539, his Baptiſm . At 
the lateſt muſt have been in Ja- 
nuary, P. J. 4738: And if at 
his Baptiſm he was entered into 
the ziſt Year of his Age, his 
Natty muſt have been ine. J. 
4707. 

Ap thus NOS 1 at laſt, rd 
a vaſt Variety of Opinions, and 
Conjectures, traced, out the true 
Year of our Saviour's Paſſion, 
and flatter myſelf that I have 
found it, carlier by ſome Years, 
than has hitherto been commonly 
ſuppoſed. A vain and idle Spe- 
culation it may probably ſeem, 
and of no Uſe atall to Religion, 
tho ſuch Numbers of the moſt 
learned Men have laboured in 
this Search: But it ſhould be 


| obſerved, that even ſuch Circum- 
- =  Rances 


" 0 Ta 
LY wt a 


the Death CHRIS r. 209 
ſtances of the Death of Chriſt, 
as might otherwiſe be thought 
too minute and inſignificant to 
be conſidered (if any Part or 
Circumſtance of that Grand Sa- 
crifice, in which all Mankind is 
concerned, can ever ſeem in- 
conſiderable) yet when once 
God has been pleaſed to de- 
clare them before-hand, they 
become important. Then what 
might have paſt for common 
Occurrences, are found to be 
ſpecial Appointments of him who 
governs all, and command our 

Attention and Adoration; Then 

the Deſertion of the Apoſtles, 
the  Scourging, the Crucifixion 
between ordinar Male factors, 
the Gall, the Vinegar, the Sol- 
diers caſting Lots for the Veſt, 
the Piercing the Body with a 
Spear, and other Incide s na- 


tural enough on any ſuch Oc- 
caſion, 
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caſion, but not neceſſary, Grup 


all for Teſtimonies of God's 
Providence, and are ſo many 
concurrent Evidences, that he 
who was ſo treated by the 


Jews, was the true Meſſiah, 


appointed thus 70 ſuffer, and 
to enter into Glory. 80 like- 
wiſe the Time of the Paſſion, 


if it had not been prefixed by 
any antient Prophecy, had only 


furniſhed Matter of Amuſe- 
ment for the Curious in Chro- 
nology : But after that God 
thought fit to ſend to Daniel, 
and TS him to all the Nation, 
an Archangel expreſs from Hea- 
ven with a Declaration of his 
Decree, that in the 483d Year 
from Ezra's going with a 
Colony to rebuild Feru/alem, 
Chriſt ene appear, and at the 
End of that Year be cut off: 


As it filled that Feople then 


* PE with 


3 n 2 11 


with the mighty Expectation; 6. 
ſo it is requiſite for the Satis- 
faction and. Conviction of all 
ſince, that the Accompliſhment 
be ſufficiently proved. If = 
it be found that Jeſus, 

only one, that ever was = 
— known by the Name of 
Chriſt among the eus of that 
Age, and the Pagans (ſee 
Matth. chap. xxvii, ver. 22. 0 
ſephus, Antiq. lib. 18, cap. 3; 
and lib. 20, cap. 9. Tacitus, 
Annal. lib. 15, cap. 44.) as well 
as among his own Followers, 
and in whoſe Perſon the other 
Things predicted by Prophets, 
and preſignified by Types, all 
con- center, was actually put to 
Death in the very Year, the 
very Month, and even the Week, 
which had been before deter- 
mined by that Divine Revela- 
tion: The Time makes it im- 
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Was that moſt Fly Ou 1 85 


 Chrift, who was to be cut off, 
not for himſelf, but for the Ini- 


fuily of we * all; a 


; Bleſſed be the God and Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ! 
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